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THE TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Genesis 2: 18-24 
Mark 10: 2-16 

Hebrews 2: 9-11 
 

1. Genesis 2: 18-24 

• There are two creation stories in Genesis.  The first found in Chapter 1 is 
very poetic.  God creates in seven days.  He creates the man and the 
woman at the same time.  The second story is found in Chapter 2.  God 
creates the garden first and waters it with the great river that divides into 
four rivers. God is portrayed as a potter creating man from the earth/dust 
with water to make clay. Man and woman are created at different times 
not necessarily meaning subordination of the woman to the man. She is a 
helper.  God is also described as a helper in the palms.  She is made from 
his flesh and bones suggesting an intimate relationship. In this story they 
are given the command to not eat of the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil which suggests the loss of innocence.  Once reaching maturity a 
person chooses good or evil and thus complicates his/her relationship with 
God and loses the innocence of childhood. The marriage covenant 
creates profound unity between the man and woman.  They are no longer 
two but one flesh. 

2. Mark 10: 2-16 

• Jesus has been instructing his apostles privately about the demands of 
the Kingdom.  In the last two episodes he has taught them about the 
necessity of humility.  They are not to engage in rivalry, jealousy, or 
competition for honor and privilege. They are to serve the least members 
of the community.  They are not to be exclusive but to include everyone in 
the mission. They are to collaborate and work together to bring about the 
Kingdom.  This story represents a departure in that he now engages in a 
debate with the Pharisees. His private conversation with the disciples that 
follows retains the private instruction characteristic of this section.  

• The Pharisees ask him about the legality of divorce.  Presumably, they 
know that Jesus opposes divorce and they want to see if they can trick 
him into his saying that he disagrees with the Law of Moses which 
permitted divorce.  Jesus is a clever debater.  He asks, “What did Moses 
command?” They answer by telling him what Moses permitted. That is 
exactly Jesus point.  Moses did not command divorce but permitted it 
because of the hardness of their hearts.  Human beings failed at 
maintaining the permanency of the marriage covenant because of the 
weakness and stubbornness.  Jesus reminds them that at creation God 
intended that the marriage covenant be the most intimate and closest 
relationship imaginable.  It was an image of the unity and closeness 
between God and his people.  Jesus is calling human beings back to that 



ideal. He wants his disciples to strive for the maximum and not settle for 
the minimum. 

• In Jesus’ time as in our times, divorce is a fact of life.  For many reasons, 
marriages do not survive.  In cases of abuse or addiction, divorce is a 
necessary evil for the protection of both parties legally and financially. 
Sometimes marriages do not last because an essential ingredient of 
marriage was lacking from the very beginning.  Some of those essential 
ingredients are: a true understanding of the responsibilities and obligations 
of marriage; the maturity to assume these responsibilities and obligations; 
a honest knowledge of the person they are marrying (sometimes people 
have a superficial knowledge of the person they are marrying); the 
freedom to marry without any one or any factor influencing them 
(sometimes people marry because they want to be married, or there is a 
pregnancy involved; or they want to please family, or they have already 
invested a lot of money in a reception and do not feel that they can 
change their mind. That is why the church permits an annulment which 
says that one of these essential ingredients was lacking from the 
beginning which prevented it from becoming a true sacramental marriage. 
A church annulment has no effect on the legitimacy of children or any civil 
agreements about property, finances, or child custody. 

• Do you think there is such a thing as a divorce of convenience? When two 
people could make the marriage work, but they decide not to because 
they want to marry someone else, or do not want to make the sacrifices 
involved in a marriage, or they want a different life?  If so, maybe this is 
what Jesus is talking about. This passage is much more about the ideal to 
which Jesus is challenging us rather than a set of legal proscriptions about 
marriage. 

• Jesus private explanation to the disciples says that divorce and 
remarriage violates the commandment against adultery. Since God 
intended the marriage covenant to last until death, there is no breaking it. 
Jesus actually elevates the social status of women in these sayings.  In 
Hebrew law, a woman was the property of her husband and so he could 
not commit adultery against her because she had no rights against him.  
Jesus says that both the man and the women who divorce and remarry 
are guilty of adultery. 

• Church annulment frees a person to marry again because it declares that 
a sacramental marriage never existed. 

• The episode of Jesus welcoming, blessing and embracing the children 
follows as a picture of the kind of heart that is needed to accept this 
teaching. A little child cannot earn anything.  Everything they receive a 
free gift of love and care. Children accept gift with delight and joy—totally 
free of any concern about deserving or not deserving it. Christians must 
accept the Kingdom of God with the same openness and freedom.  
Accepting the Kingdom means accepting the truth that God lavishes his 
love upon us and desire the best for us. He wants us to strive for long 



lasting relationships so that we can enjoy the love and peace that they 
bring. 

3. Hebrews 2: 9-11 

• The Letter to the Hebrews is written by an anonymous author to Jewish 
Christians.  The author is concerned that they are losing their faith by 
growing tired of doing what is right. He writes to encourage them and the 
challenge them to reinvigorate their faith and desire to follow Christ.  He 
develops the image of Jesus the High Priest who sacrificed himself for us 
on the Cross as encouragement for us to sacrifice for Christ.  He gives 
examples of Old Testament figures that lived lives of heroic faith and 
encourages us to follow in their footsteps. He pictures a great pilgrimage 
of God’s people to the Sabbath rest of heaven. 

• Jesus lived a true human life embracing all of the limitations and sufferings 
we experience.  Now he has been raised up and everything has been 
made subject to him.  Although we do not yet see the fullness of 
everything being subject to him yet, we do see with the eyes of faith that 
Jesus has been exalted in glory.  He is exalted in glory precisely because 
he was obedient and suffered death. 

• Because Jesus suffered, he is able to bring to glory human beings who 
also suffer. Where the leader goes, so go those who follow him. He is a 
brother to us all. And he is not ashamed to be a brother to us. 


