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THE TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Isaiah 5: 1-7 
Matthew 21: 33-43 
Philippians 4: 6-9 

 
1. Isaiah 5: 1-7 

• It is possible that this song of the vineyard was a popular song about a 
vineyard that was sung at harvest times. Isaiah uses it to point out Israel’s 
infidelity to God.  He is clever in the way that he brings the listeners into 
the process of condemning the vineyard for producing rotten grapes. They 
are pronouncing sentence on themselves. 

• In the Bible, the vineyard is frequently a symbol for Israel. (See Psalm 80: 
9, 14, 15; Jeremiah 2: 21; 12:10; Ezekiel 17:7; Hosea 10:1; Nahum 2: 2)  

• The song portrays God complaining about his vineyard and the grapes it 
has produced.  God laments how hard he worked in cultivating and caring 
for the vineyard.  He spared no amount of labor or care. But the vineyard 
did not respond. So, God will destroy the vineyard, break down the wall 
and return it to grazing land or a footpath.  He will no longer care for it and 
it will grow over. He will not let the rain fall on it.  

• In verse 7:  The verdict is lowered:  The vineyard is Israel.  They have 
been unfaithful.  They have not kept the covenant.  They have not 
produced the harvest of faith and fidelity that should have been the proper 
response. 

2. Matthew 21: 33-43 

• It is most likely that Jesus told this parable to condemn the religious 
leaders of the people.  They are the tenants of the parable whom God (the 
landowner) has put in charge of his people (the vineyard). They did not 
listen to the prophets and they rejected and killed the son (Jesus). They 
have shown themselves to be unworthy tenants, really more like robbers 
and murderers, wishing to keep the produce for themselves, i.e., using the 
the people of Israel for their own profit. 

• As the parable was told over and over again after Jesus and handed down 
to the next generation, it took on a more allegorical shape with every detail 
being applied to what happened at the time of Jesus. 

• Landowner=God 
Vineyard=people of Israel 
Tenants=religious leaders of the people (Pharisees, Sadducees, scribes, 
priests, and elders) 
Servants= Major Prophets 
Other servants= Minor Prophets 
Son=Jesus 
Out of the vineyard=Calvary/Golgotha=Jesus was crucified outside the city 
Wretched death=destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD 



Other tenants=Christians (both Jews and Gentiles) 
Stone that builders rejected=Jesus 

• Probably after Jesus, the parable was used as a way to understand why 
God’s chosen people, Israel, did not accept Jesus.  How could there be  
now a new people of God, the Christian people?  How could God withdraw 
his promise to Israel and give it to Christians.  They say a precedent in the 
Old Testament and in Jesus’ parable.  Israel was unfaithful to the 
covenant and so, just as God promised that he would destroy the vineyard 
(Israel); that is what he did after Jesus’ death and resurrection.  He formed 
a New Israel, a new chosen people, the Christian people. 

• We should not let this parable become a reason for anti-Semitism or 
triumphalism of Christians over Jews.  The parable is told against the 
leaders of the people not the whole Jewish people. Some Jews did believe 
in Jesus and became Christians along with Gentiles. If anything, it is a 
warning to us that we could lose God’s favor if we do not serve him as he 
deserves. 

• The parable is a lesson in Salvation History.  It outlines the two groups of 
prophets, the coming of Jesus, his death and points to his resurrection 
and the establishment of the church. 

• Salvation History is important because it shows that God intervened in our 
human history in order to save us.  The events of our salvation are 
historical occurrences.  They actually happened.  Our faith is not just an 
idea, but a series of historical events with deep spiritual meaning. 

3. Philippians 4: 6-9 

• Worry about nothing; pray about everything. 

• Put everything into the hands of God. 

• That will give you a peace that passes understanding; that peace will 
protect you and guard you. 

• Keep our minds on noble and beautiful thoughts.  Don’t let our minds be 
filled with harmful things. Consciously and intentionally, keep our minds 
focused on what is positive and uplifting not on what is negative and will 
drag us down. 

• Paul advices the Philippians to imitate him as one who is centered on the 
Lord Jesus. 

• This way of living will bring us peace. 


