BIBLE STUDY
September 30, 2019

The Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

Habakkuk 1: 2-3; 2:2-4

Luke 17: 5-10

2 Timothy 1: 6-8, 13-14

1. Habakkuk 1: 2-3; 2:2-4

· Habakkuk questions the justice of God.  Similar to Job, he challenges God about the injustices in Judean society. He finds his answer from God in the Chaldean defeat of Egypt.  God is sending the Chaldeans to punish Judah for their sins. His second challenge of God is a complaint about the cruelty of the Chaldeans against Judah. God’s response comes in Chapter 2 which is part of a reading for this Sunday.
· 1: 2-3-The first complaint: How long, O Lord!  How long must we cry out and you do not answer? A cry from the heart that echoes the pain and suffering of humanity through all centuries.  It reminds us of MLK: How long? Not long…
· 2: 2-4-God’s response to the second complaint: Write it down so that (1) it can be carried to the people by the messenger who runs with it; and (2) it can be referred to and proven true when it is fulfilled when the events it predicts happen.

· A very poignant description of hope. It does not disappoint; wait for it; it will be on time. Reminds of song: He may not come when you want him, but he’ll be there right on time.  Also reminds us of MLK: The arc of the moral universe is long but it bends to justice.

2. Luke 17: 5-10
· Remember the larger scene: Jesus is on the journey to Jerusalem with his disciples teaching them as he goes.  There is a sense of impending doom as they draw closer to Jerusalem and the crisis that awaits them there.  Jesus’ teachings are urgent to prepare the disciples for the future when he is no longer with them.  The teachings point to future organization of the church community.
· In Chapter 17: 1-3-, Jesus first warns the leaders of the community not lead the “little ones” (those ordinary Christians without much power or status) to sin.  Woe to the one who causes another to sin. It will be worse for that one. Better a millstone around his neck and thrown into the sea.
· 17: 4- Jesus teaches the obligation to forgive without limit.  The disciples are astonished at this teaching and ask Jesus for more faith.
· 17: 5-6- Jesus teaches that faith is not about quantity but about quality.  A little bit of faith (the size of a mustard seed) can go a long way.  If we truly believe and surrender ourselves to God in trust then we can expect miracles.  Faith, which is trust in God, unites us to the power of God. 
· 17: 7-10- Jesus tells a parable to teach us that we cannot put expectations upon the graciousness of God. God’s goodness to us is pure gift that we do not merit or deserve.  He does not have to treat us as well as he does.  He does it out of pure love and favor.

· Jesus presents a comparison to the attitude of a servant or slave.  Would a master tell his servant/slave to be seated at table or would he expect the servant/slave to prepare dinner and serve him? Is he grateful to the servant/slave for doing what he was ordered to do? The servant/slave owes this to the master.  It is his obligation, his duty.

· When we have done all that God requires of us, we should not look for any reward or favor.  We should just say, “We are unprofitable servants, we have done what we were obliged to do.”  Just doing our duty.  We are God’s servants but he has adopted us to be his sons and daughters.  He has made us members of his family. This is pure gift and blessing.  It is grace.  We don’t deserve it.  Nor can we lay claim to it.  He didn’t have to do it but he did.

· It is disturbing that Jesus uses the example of slavery or indentured servitude. We cannot make an assumption that he is offering a moral judgement on it.  He is simply using a well-known every day example to make his point.

· Would God ever regard us as “unprofitable servants?”

· Notice that in Luke 12: 37 Jesus says the exact opposite: Blessed are those servants whom the master finds vigilant on his arrival. Amen I say to you, he will gird himself, have them recline at table, and proceed to wait on them.
· Likewise in 22: 27—For who is greater the one seated at table or the one who serves? Is it not the one seated at table. I am among you as the one who serves.
3. 2 Timothy 1: 6-8, 13-14
· This letter is more personal than 1 Timothy. Paul is in prison and seems to be looking toward the end of his life.  Many people have deserted him and are pessimistic about his fate.  Paul is putting his full trust in God and not in humans.  He encourages Timothy to do the same and to be courageous in the Holy Spirit.  He urges him to train others to take his place as Paul has trained him.  He urges him to protect the community from false teachers. 

· 1 Timothy 1: 6-8—Stir into flame=keep alive, invigorate, tend to the gift

Of God that he received by the imposition of Paul’s hands.  This refers to the ordained ministry Timothy has received.  This reflects another stage in church development.  Previously in Paul’s earlier letters, church ministries were more charismatic—gifts of the Spirit of the common good—apostle, preacher, evangelists, prophets, and teachers.  Now, ministries are more ordered and are the conferral of authority to minister.  The laying on of hands is the sign of the sacrament of Holy Orders.  These latter letters point to a church structure of deacon, priest (presbyter), and bishop.

· 1: 7-8--God did not give us a spirit of cowardice—but of power, love and self-control. So, we got to bear the hardship and the burden of the ministry and rely on the power of God.

· Paul attributes his sufferings to the preaching of the Gospel, but he is not ashamed or discouraged.  He knows God and he trusts him to guard him until the end.

· He encourages Timothy to do the same.  He tells him to hold true to Paul’s teachings.  Guard the “rich trust “---a treasure----with the help of the Holy Spirit.
