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THE NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Matthew 14: 22-33 
1 Kings 19: 9a, 11-13a 

Romans 9: 1-5 
 

1. Matthew 14: 22-33 

• Jesus’ walking on the water follows immediately after the multiplication of the 
loaves and fishes. The sequence of events forms a Passion/Resurrection 
motif.  The multiplication of the loaves is the Last Supper; Jesus sending the 
disciples off by themselves is the Passion and Death of Jesus; and his 
walking on the water is the Resurrection. 

• V. 22-23: The end of the multiplication of the loaves and fishes: Jesus sends 
the disciples off in the boat and dismisses the crowd. He goes off for quiet 
time to pray on the mountain. He finally gets quiet time after the death of John 
the Baptist. 

• V. 24: The disciples are caught in a storm at sea. Storms at sea and sea 
monsters were symbolic of the forces of evil. It was believed that at creation 
when God separated the sea from the dry land, he confined the forces of evil 
to the depths of the sea. Storms at sea were seen as evil trying to reassert 
themselves and break through its set boundaries.  The boat tossed in the 
waves is seen as a symbol of the Church (us) dealing with evil in the world. 

• V. 25: From 6 PM to 6 AM comprised four watches.  The fourth watch is from 
3:00 AM to 6:00 PM, the hours immediately preceding and the time of dawn. 
Jesus’ coming at dawn is reminiscent of the Resurrection. Jesus’ walking on 
the sea is a sign that he is truly the Son of God.  Only God can walk on the 
water.  Only the Creator has power over the seas. 

• V. 26: The disciples think that Jesus is a ghost, an object of fear and terror.  
Sometimes the very things that we fear are what we need to do to be saved. 

• V. 27: Jesus calms them by telling them that it is he and they do not need to 
be afraid. It is I can also be translated “I am,” which is the sacred name of 
God revealed to Moses in the burning bush. 

• V. 28: Peter’s request to join Jesus on the water is true to Peter’s personality.  
He is impulsive. He needs to distinguish himself from the other disciples. 

• V. 29-30: He cannot do it on his own. He becomes afraid and starts to sink. 
He cries out for the Lord to rescue him. 

• V. 31: Jesus reaches out and grabs him by the hand to save. He does this 
immediately. However, he chides him for his lack of faith. 

• V. 32: When Jesus gets in the boat, the storm dies down.  Jesus as Son of 
God has power of the wind and the waves. 

• V. 33: The other disciples recognize this display of his divinity and worship 
him, acclaiming him the Son of God. 

2. 1 Kings 19: 9a, 11-13a 



• Elijah has had a contest with the priests of Baal.  He challenged them to a 
contest.  They would both offer sacrifices to their Baal and the Lord. But 
drown each sacrifice in water and whatever God answered with fire and 
consumed the sacrifice was the true God.  Ezekiel’s God, the Lord, answered 
with fire.  Jezebel, who was a devotee of Baal, heard of this and was 
determined to kill Elijah.  He escaped from her but was overtaken by lack of 
food and water.  God provided nourishment for him, and he walked for 40 
days and nights to Horeb (Sinai). 

• V. 9: Elijah takes shelter in a cave, telling the Lord how he has been zealous 
for him against those who have abandoned God and seek his life. 

• V. 11: God tells Elijah that he will reveal to him his glory by passing him by.  
He will pass by because no one can see God and live. (Notice how in the 
Gospel Jesus does not pass the disciples by but gets into the boat with them. 
It signals a new level of intimacy with God through Jesus.) As Elijah waits 
there is a strong wind, but Hod is not in the wind.  There is an earthquake, but 
God is not in the earthquake.  There was fire but God was not in the fire.  

• V. 12: Then there is a light, silent sound. God was in the slight, silent sound.  
We expect God to be in a mighty wind or an earthquake or fire.  Sometimes, 
God surprises us and is to be found where we least expect him. 

Romans 9: 1-5 

• Paul expresses the depth of his pain that his own people, the Jews, have not 
believed that Jesus is the Messiah. He even wishes that if his being cursed 
and set apart from Christ would be their salvation then he would gladly do it. 
He asserts that we as Christians share a common heritage with Isarel.  It was 
through them that God revealed himself to us in covenants, the law, and most 
especially it was through them that Jesus, the Messiah, was born.  They are 
our spiritual ancestors. We are indebted to them.  This beautiful profession of 
love for his people is a necessary antidote to what can sometimes be 
interpreted as an anti-Jewish polemic in the Scriptures.  We can never forget 
that it is because of and through the Jewish people that we are believers. 


