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THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Isaiah 7: 10-14:  
Matthew 1: 18-24 

Romans 1: 1-7 
 

1. Isaiah 7: 10-11 

• Ahaz, the king of Judah (including Jerusalem) is being attacked by Rezin, 
the king of Aram (Syria) and Pekah, the King of Israel (the Northern 
Kingdom) because he would not enter an alliance with them against 
Assyria.  If they were successful, then David’s line in the Kingdom of 
Judah would cease and the promise of God to David that his royal house 
would last forever would be unfulfilled.  Isaiah is sent by God to assure 
Ahaz that Rezin and Pekah would not be successful and that their 
kingdoms would fall. 

• V. 10-11: The Lord tells Ahaz to ask for a sign that would give 
extraordinary assurance that his royal line would endure. 

• V. 12: Ahaz refuses to ask for a sign under the pretext that it would not be 
right to put God to the test by asking for a sign. He is leaning toward 
making an alliance with Assyria. 

• V. 13: God is frustrated with Ahaz.  

• V. 14: God will give Ahaz a sign even if he will not ask for it.  The sign will 
be a young woman bearing a son who will be named Emmanuel—God 
with us.  The child will be a sign that God will be with Ahaz and save him 
from his enemies. He will guarantee the promise he made to David that 
his royal line would not be broken. 

• Since the birth of Jesus fulfilled God’s promise to David, Christians see 
the birth of Jesus by the Virgin Mary as the fulfillment of this prophecy. 

2. Matthew 1: 18-24 

• While Luke tells the story of Jesus’ birth through the eyes of Mary, 
Matthew tells it through the eyes of Joseph. Luke was writing to a 
community who had been Gentiles (pagans) before converting to 
Christianity.  Therefore, their roots would be in the Greek and Roman 
empires.  Luke portrays God as greater than the emperor.  Although the 
emperor called for a census, God used the census to bring Mary and 
Joseph from Nazareth to Bethlehem, where the prophets said the Messiah 
would be born.  The announcement of Jesus’ birth by the angels is in the 
form of the announcement of the birth of a son of the emperor. God’s son 
is greater than the emperor’s son. 

• Matthew is writing to a community that had been Jewish before converting 
to Christianity.  Their cultural heritage is the Old Testament.  So, Matthew 
shows how Jesus is the fulfillment of the OT promises and prophecies. In 
his infancy, Jesus re-lives the history of his people.  Jospeh is like Jacob’s 



son, Joseph, who interpreted Pharoah’s dreams. Joseph also perceives 
God’s plan by interpreting his dreams. 

• To be betrothed or engaged had the same obligations as marriage.  The 
marriage agreement was set with its promise of a dowry.  Infidelity during 
this time was reason to break the agreement and punish the woman for 
adultery by stoning her to death.  Jospeh, a righteous man, already 
decided to manage this situation privately by quietly divorcing Mary but not 
turning it over to the law.  The angel message in a dream urges him to go 
further by taking Mary as his wife because the child is conceived not 
through adultery but by the Holy Spirit. The angel tells Joseph about God’s 
plan to save his people from their sins through Jesus. It is in fulfillment of 
the prophecy of Isaiah. 

• Joseph awakes from the dream and takes Mary as his wife as the angel 
told him.  “Let us remind ourselves of the human circumstances in which 
this “invasion of the divine” came about: Mary’s morally suspect and 
perilous situation and the cute dilemma Jospeh faced as a result. A 
fraught and not unfamiliar human situation was the receptable for the 
power of the Spirit and the emergence of salvation.  No less than his 
subsequent obedience, Joseph’s initial ignorance, anguish of mind, and 
basic human decency are all part of the story and help to make it as story 
we can enter and recognize as our own. God does not wait until all is right, 
ready, and perfect before entering the human scene. God enters it as it is, 
to heal it from within. 

• The work of redemption is already started.  Mary and Jospeh are set free 
from the law and receive grace and mercy. 

3. Romans 1: 1-7 

• V. 1: Paul identifies himself as a slave of Jesus Christ, emphasizing hiss 
complete loyalty and obedience to his Lord.  He is an apostle=one who is 
sent out.  His message is the Gospel of God, the Good News of God plan 
to save us through faith in Jesus Christ. 

• V. 2: This gospel was foreseen by the prophets in the Scriptures. 

• V. 3-4: A statement of faith:  Jesus is Messiah/the Christ by being a 
descended from David (through Jospeh) and he is Son of God by virtue of 
his Resurrection from the dead. 

• V. 5: Paul’s specific mission is to bring the Good News of our salvation by 
faith in Jesus’ death and resurrection.  He is to bring about the “obedience 
of faith,” faith in Jesus, for the Gentiles.  

• Paul is writing this letter to the Christians in Rome.  He wishes them grace 
and peace from God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 


