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THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Isaiah 49: 3, 5-6 
John 1: 29-34 

1 Corinthians 1: 1-3 
 

1. Isaiah 49: 3, 5-6 

• This passage comes from the Second Isaiah and is part of the second 
servant song.  There are four servant songs which speak of an individual 
who is the Lord’s servant on whom he poured out his spirit.  He will speak 
the Lord’s words not only to Isarel but also to the world.  The servant will 
redeem the people by his sufferings. Sometimes, the servant is the whole 
people of Israel. 

• V. 3: The Lord calls this individual or nation his servant—the one who will 
do his will. In this verse it seems as if the servant is all of Israel who will 
show forth glory of the Lord to others. 

• V. 4: The servant expresses frustration that his mission has not proven 
fruitful.  He feels as if he has wasted his time. Yet, he puts all his hope in 
God and his efforts will be repaid by God. 

• V. 5: The Lord speaks again to his servant and recommits to his mission 
which is to bring Israel back to the Lord.  Here the servant sounds more 
like an individual. The Lord blesses him and gives him strength. 

• V. 6: The Lord extends the servant’s mission not only to Israel but to all 
the nations of the world.  The servant will be a light to the nations. 

2. John 1: 29-34 

• This second part of the first chapter serves as an introduction to the 
Gospel of John after the poetic prologue.  There are four parts: John’s 
negative testimony about himself, his positive testimony about Jesus, the 
revelation of Jesus to Andrew and Peter, and the revelation of Jesus to 
Philip and Nathaniel.  

• John identifies Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the 
world.  The Lamb of God image of Jesus has roots in the Passover lamb 
whose blood saved the Israelites, the victorious Lamb in Revelation, and 
the suffering Servant in Isiaah who like a lamb was led to the slaughter. 

• John expresses the mystery of Jesus who was the Eternal Word from the 
beginning but came after John. He came after John but was before John. 

• John’s gospel has no knowledge of Luke’s tradition that Jesus and John 
the Baptist were cousins.  In John’s Gospel, John the Baptist does not 
know Jesus.  He recognizes his identity by a revelation from God. 

• John’s baptism in John’s Gospel is not for repentance but for the 
revelation of the Lamb of God, Jesus. 

• John sees the Spirit descend like a dove on Jesus as do the Synoptic 
Gospels (Mark, Matthew, and Luke). 

• John witnesses the Spirit come down upon Jesus and testifies who he is. 



3. 1 Corinthians 1: 1-3 

• Paul’s letter to the Corinthians was written around 56 AD. He will address 
the divisions and disagreements in the local church.  He will propose that 
there are many gifts that come from the Spirit and the Spirit harmonizes 
the gifts into united service and worship of God. He will conclude that love 
as the greatest of all the gifts of the Spirit. 

• This passage is the greeting of the letter.  Paul and Sosthenes are writing 
to the Corinthians.  Paul clearly presents his credentials as having been 
called directly by the Lord Jesus and the will of God as an apostle.  

• He reminds the Corinthians that they are called to be holy.  They have 
been sanctified by the Lord.  He is suggesting a higher call and identity 
beyond their petty complaints against each other. 

• They are also in union with all the other local churches who are also called 
to be holy. 


