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THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Ecclesiastes 1: 2, 2:21-23 

Luke 12: 13-21 

Colossians 3: 1-5, 9-11 

 

1. Ecclesiastes 1: 2, 2: 21-23 

• The Book of Ecclesiastes is one of the wisdom books of the Bible.  The 

author calls himself, Qoheleth, which is a title meaning “assembler” of 

students and listeners or “collector” of wisdom and sayings.  The author 

identifies himself with Solomon (1:1), the wise king.  He presents a very 

skeptical view of life.  Any accomplishments in this life whether they be 

financial, academic, religious, or personal are considered “vanity of 

vanities,” --emptiness, futility, or absurdity.  Any accomplishments are 

taken away by death.  Even wisdom’s value is temporary and limited.  The 

book is written while Isarel was dominated by ruthless kings of Greece 

who exploited the land and the people.  The pessimistic outlook 

represents the dire times in which the people lived.  The only joy is to 

rejoice in the gifts that God might give at a given moment. Enjoy the 

blessings of the present. 

• V. 1: The author’s title: assembler or collector.  He identifies with Solomon 

as a literary device to add prestige to his testimony. 

• V. 2: Vanity of vanities:  Everything is futile and empty. 

• 2: 21: He laments that a person spends their whole life diligently working 

only to leave all they have gained to another. 

• 2:22: Does any good comes from working hard every day under the sun? 

• 2:23: Days are filled with sorrow and sadness.  Even the nights are without 

comfort. 

2. Luke 12: 13-21 

• A person in the crowd asks Jesus to solve a family dispute about a will.  

Jesus refuses to get involved.  He warns the crowd about greed (the 

desire to gain more and more possessions and money) and about placing 

one’s security in possessions. To illustrate he tells the Parable of the Rich 

Fool. 

• A rich man has reaped an abundant harvest. His only concern is where he 

will store his harvest.  After an internal dialogue with himself, he decides 

that he will build larger barns to store it. Then, he feels that he is all set and 

that he has plenty of time to enjoy his abundance.  He places all his 

security in the grain.   



• That night he dies.  He has failed to consider the possibility that his life will 

end abruptly.  He has grown rich with earthly possessions but has failed to 

consider his standing with God.  His focus on his harvest was solely on his 

own benefit without any consideration of moral or religious demands.  His 

harvest does him no good now. 

• The problem is not the possessions themselves but his attachment to them 

and his placing all his security in them. His failure is to consider what God 

asks him to do with his good fortune. A Christian faced with an important 

decision needs to ask what God wishes him to do so that he/she can grow 

rich in what matters to God. 

3. Colossians 3: 1-5, 9-11 

• V. 1-4: If by baptism we are raised with Christ and believe that we are 

saved by the power of his resurrection, then we must keep focused on the 

things that are above, i.e. the things of God and not be dragged down by 

the things of earth (or of the flesh).  

• V. 5: The imagery of Baptism is of being buried with Christ so that we can 

rise with him.  Paul sees our lives on earth as being buried with Christ. We 

are hidden away with Christ because our true identity as sons and 

daughters of God has not yet been revealed.  When Christ appears in 

glory, we will be revealed as his children.  Christ’s return in glory will be 

our rising. Paul says that we need to put to death the parts of us that are 

earthly.  He identifies those earthly parts as immorality, impurity, passion, 

evil desire, and greed which is idolatry.  (Notice the connection to the 

Gospel.  Jesus says beware of greed--Paul identifies greed as a form of 

idolatry, people make money and possessions their god.) 

• V. 9-10 Other imagery of Baptism is of taking off the old person and 

putting on the new person ot taking off the old clothes and putting on the 

new robe of baptism. Lying is part of the old way that needs to be 

discarded.  Put on the new robe, the new person which is being formed 

into the image of the Creator. 

• V. 11: We are one in Christ.  In God eyes, there is no Greek (Gentile) or 

Jew, no Scythian (foreigner) or slave or free, but only Christ in everybody. 


