
BIBLE STUDY 

June 15, 2020 

The Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Jeremiah 20:10-13 

Matthew 10: 26-33 

Romans 5: 12-15 

1. Jeremiah 20: 10-13 

Jeremiah was a prophet in the final days of the kingdom of Judah. He began his 
ministry as prophet under King Josiah who led a reform of the nation. However, after the 
King died on the battlefield, Judah slipped back into its old ways. Jeremiah opposed the 
next King Zedekiah. He listened to false prophets who said that Babylon’s rule was 
weakening. When Judah revolted against Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar crushed 
Jerusalem and carried Zedekiah off into exile. Jeremiah was a man of sorrows for it was 
a tough lot to oppose the King. His sufferings are often compared to the sufferings of 
Jesus who also suffered for opposing the religious establishment. 

This passage is a very famous selection of Jeremiah. Prior to Sunday’s selection, 
Jeremiah laments, “You seduced me, Lord, and I let myself be seduced.” He complains 
that the task of proclaiming the word of God has only brought him opposition and 
persecution. However, it is “a fire burning in my heart, imprisoned in my bones, I grow 
weary holding back, I cannot.” Jeremiah submits to the obligation, the duty he has to 
preach the word no matter the consequences. 

In Sunday’s selection, in verse 10, he reports the treachery that is all around him. Even 
his friends are out to get him. They wait to see if he will trip up. 

Verse 11: Despite the opposition, Jeremiah regains his confidence in God’s protection 
and fidelity. God is with him and is a mighty champion. God will defend and protect 
Jeremiah so that Jeremiah’s enemies will be brought down and be ashamed. They will 
not prevail. 

 Verse 12: Jeremiah says that God tests the just and sees what is in their minds and  
hearts. He asks that he see the fall of his enemies. He has put his cause into God’s 
care. 

Verse 13: Jeremiah ends up with a hymn of praise because of what God does. He 
rescues the poor from evildoers. 

2. Matthew 10: 26-33 

In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus is the New Moses, the New Lawgiver. Matthew may have 
divided his Gospel into five sections just like the first five books of the Bible, the Books 
of Moses. The five divisions of the Gospel reflect five major discourses that Jesus 



preaches. They are (1) the Sermon on the Mount (5:1-7:29); (2)  Missionary Instructions 
to the Disciples (10:1-42); (3) the Parables (13:1-52); (4) Church Life (18:1-35); (5) 
Discourse on the Future (24:1-25:46) 

This Gospel selection comes from the second section of the Missionary Instructions to 
the Disciples. The Disciples will face persecution as Jesus did. Jesus first warns them of 
the reality of persecution so that when it happens, it will not take them by surprise. In 
this edition, he exhorts them: “Do not be afraid.” They are in the hands of God and he 
will protect them. 

Verse 26: They are not be afraid to proclaim the coming of the Kingdom of God. 
Although it is concealed to non-believers, it is revealed to them. They are to reveal it to 
all. 

Verse 27: The Disciples are to fearlessly proclaim in the light and from the housetops 
what Jesus has taught them privately “ in the darkness and in whispers.” 

Verse 28: Humans can only kill the body. God has power over the soul. Be more afraid 
of God who has power over their eternal life than over humans whose power ends at 
death. 

Verse 29: His eye is on the sparrow. If God watches over a little sparrow, will he not 
also watch over his disciples?  

Verse 30: God knows even the number of hairs on your head. He knows all about you 
and what you need. 

Verse 31: We are precious in his sight. Trust in his knowledge and care of you. 

Verse 32: If we stand up for Jesus before people, he will stand up for us before his 
Father. If we are faithful to him, he will be faithful to us and advocate for us. 

Verse 33: But if we do not stand up for him, he will not stand up for us. Our relationship 
with Jesus is a mutual one. We witness for him; he witnesses for us. But consider Peter. 
He denied Jesus but Jesus gave him a second chance to come back and witness again 
by his life of preaching as an apostle and his martyr’s death. 

3. Romans 5: 12-15 

Paul compares the sin of Adam with the redemption of Christ. Sin entered the world 
through Adam. Sin is a power of evil that puts humanity in rebellion against God. We 
cannot blame Adam and say, “Adam made me do it” because we have all been 
complicit in the power of sin and participated in it. Even though there was no law 
between Adam and Moses, there was still evil and humans participated in it by their 
rebellion against God. 

Paul will continue to teach that as sin entered through one man, Adam, grace and 
mercy entered through one man, Jesus. If Adam’s sin brought condemnation, Jesus’ 
sacrifice brings acquitall. Through Jesus we receive an abundance of grace and the gift 
of justification. 



This selection from Paul makes us reflect on the social anther of sin. Sin is not only 
individual transgressions but their is a communal guilt. We particpate and even benefit 
from a stance of rebellion against God that grips the world. 

It makes us think of the complicity and corporate guilt of white Americans and 
responsibility for slavery. Some may not have owned slaves or lived many years after 
slavery but they have benefited from slavery and the white supremacy and privilege that 
it fostered. Sin has a very social dimension. MLK said, I cannot be who I ought to be if 
you are not who you ought to be. And you cannot be who you ought to be if I am not 
who I ought to be. I bear responsibility for a sinful world. 

  



 

 

 


