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THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

2 Chronicles 36: 14-16, 19-23 
John 3: 14-21 

Ephesians 2: 4-10 
 

1. 2 Chronicles 36: 14-16, 19-23 

• The two books of Chronicles relate the history of Israel from King Saul to 
the return from the exile.  They comprise a sort of companion history to 
Samuel and Kings.  The Chronicler writes from a very distinct point of 
view.  Unlike modern historians, biblical historians were not so much 
concerned with accuracy and impartiality as they were focused on 
interpreting history.  They want to make clear the purpose of history in 
God’s eyes.  They wrote” sacred history.” The author believes that Israel’s 
greatness was a thing of the past realized in the reigns of Kings David and 
Solomon.  However, he also believed that the key to Israel’s future was a 
clear understanding of the past. Kings David and Solomon were the ideal 
kings for the Chronicler especially in their setting up Jerusalem and its 
temple as the center of religious and worship life for Israel.  The Temple 
was the center of Israel’s true religious life and the place where God 
chose to dwell.  The second book of Chronicles begins with Solomon and 
praises Solomon for his construction of the temple and the establishment 
of its liturgy and sacrifices.  He overlooks Solomon’s faults that are 
described in 1 Kings. After the division of the Kingdom, the Chronicler 
focuses on Judah and practically ignores the northern kingdom.  

• V. 14-16: The Chronicler summarizes the sad history of Israel that refused 
to remain faithful to the Lord’s covenant. They defiled the temple and 
engaged in all forms of wickedness.  The Lord showed mercy to his 
people even though they constantly rebelled against him because he was 
compassionate. But, at last, it was too much, and he handed them over to 
King Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonians who took them into exile. 

• V. 19-23: King N. destroyed the temple and plundered all its riches and 
sacred objects. All those not killed in Jerusalem were brought to Babylon 
into exile.  This fulfilled what Jeremiah had prophesied. When Cyrus, King 
of Persia, defeated Babylon, he built a temple in Jerusalem and returned 
the Israelites to the city. 

2. John 3: 14-21 

• Jesus has been involved in a discussion with Nicodemus, a Pharisee, who 
comes to Jesus during the night to hide his identity, about being born 
again.  Nicodemus totally misunderstands Jesus by focusing on the literal 
meaning of being born again, thinking that Jesus means he must re-enter 
his mother’s womb and be born again.  Jesus chides him for being so 
obtuse and asks how he will understand spiritual things if he cannot 
understand this. 



• Jesus then asserts his superiority to Moses.  Although Moses went up the 
mountain to meet God and receive the law, only Jesus came down from 
heaven to reveal God’s revelation, i.e., the spiritual things that Nicodemus 
has such a hard time understanding. 

• V. 14: Jesus then recalls the episode in Numbers where the Israelites are 
bitten by serpents.  God tells Moses to make a bronze serpent, mount it 
on a pole, and when the people look at it, they will be healed.   

• There is a play on words with “lifted up.” Lifted up also means glorified. 
Jesus was lifted up on the cross and was glorified as he revealed God’s 
love. 

• The Israelites look on what has bitten them—they confront the evil—and 
so are healed.  When we look on the Cross of Jesus and confront the sin 
in us and in the world that has caused his death, we are forgiven and 
healed.   

• V. 15: When we look on the Crucified Jesus with faith that he is the Son of 
God who takes away our sin, we are forgiven and healed. 

• V. 16-18: God looks upon the sinful world with love.  That love caused him 
to give us his Son for our salvation.  Jesus’ death on the Cross reveals the 
depth of God’s love for us. When we believe that, then we are saved. 

• God wants to save us.  He does not want us to perish. Jesus did not come 
into the world to condemn us but to save us.  If we believe in him, we will 
be saved. If we do not believe, then we have condemned ourselves.  We 
condemn ourselves.  God does not condemn. 

• V. 19-21: The imagery of light and darkness appears throughout John’s 
Gospel. In the Prologue, Jesus is identified as the Light that has come into 
the world. The light shines in the darkness but the darkness has not 
overcome the light. But people prefer the darkness because they do not 
want their sins to be exposed by the light.  So, they do not believe in 
Jesus and are not saved.  Those who acknowledge their sinfulness 
welcome the light and they are saved. 

3. Ephesians 2: 4-10 

• V. 4-6: God is rich in mercy.  His mercy is shown in that when we were still 
sinners God saved us through Christ and has seated us with Christ. This 
is God’s gift. It is pure grace.  It is nothing that we deserve or have earned.  
Totally, God’s gift to us. 

• V. 7: Because God has done this, his mercy will be made known for ever. 
The riches of his grace and kindness cannot be measured.  

• V. 8-9: This is God’s pure gift of grace.  When we have faith in God, he 
saves us.  It is not anything we have done, but what God does for us. It is 
not due to our deeds or works.  So, we cannot boast or take credit for 
anything. 

• V. 10: We are God’s handiwork.  He made us.  We are his creation. The 
good works we do are gifts of God also.  God provides the good works so 
that we can live in them, i.e., they make up our life.  The good we do is 
also God’s gift to us. Everything is gift. 
 



 


