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THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 
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1. Acts 1: 1-11 

• The evangelists give different chronologies about Jesus’ Ascension.  For 
John, Jesus’ Resurrection, Ascension, and Sending of the Spirit all 
happen on Easter Sunday.  For Matthew it happens very close to the 
Resurrection but in Galilee.  Mark’s first ending does not mention an 
Ascension but only the fear and confusion of the women at the tomb.  In 
Luke’s Gospel, the Ascension happens close to the Resurrection after the 
Risen Lord has met with the disciples and the two who have returned from 
Emmaus, but in Acts, he ascends after 40 days of appearing to the 
disciples. The differences are for theological reasons. The Passion, Death, 
Resurrection, Appearances, Ascension, and Pentecost are really one 
event that we call the Paschal Mystery.  How each evangelist portray it is 
to teach about Jesus. 

• For Luke in Acts, the forty days of appearances are very important to him.  
It signifies a time of healing and consolation for the disciples after the 
trauma of the cross.  Jesus also takes this time to continue to teach the 
disciples about the Kingdom of God and the sending of the Spirit. 

• Acts of the Apostles is the second volume of Luke’s two volume work.  
Verses 1-3 provide the connection between the Gospel and Acts.  V. 3: 
Jesus appeared for forty days (in the Bible, a number that signifies a holy 
time) consoling them and teaching them about the Kingdom.  This time 
with Jesus increases their credibility as divinely commissioned apostles.   

• Verses 4-5: Jesus tells the disciples to stay in Jerusalem and wait for the 
“promise of the Father,” the Holy Spirit. Jesus recalls the words of John 
the Baptist about a baptism with the Holy Spirit that would come with the 
Messiah. 

• Verses 6-7: The disciples ask if this is the time when Jesus will restore the 
Kingdom.  They still are holding on to the notion that the Messiah will 
inaugurate an earthly kingdom. Jesus reaffirms what he has told them 
when he was with them that no one knows the time of the Kingdom except 
the Father. 

• Verse 8: When they receive the Spirit, they will become his witnesses and 
will go out into the whole world.  They will be part of establishing the 
Kingdom of God. 

• Verse 9: Jesus ascends into heaven.  He is lifted up and carried away by 
a cloud.   



• Verse 10-11: As the disciples stare up into the heavens, two angels 
appear and scold them for standing and looking up at the sky.  They 
assure the disciples that just as sure as Jesus was taken up so he will 
return at the end of time.  They imply that they need to be busy about 
being his witnesses. 

2. Luke 24: 46-53 

• In Luke’s historical world view, there are three periods of salvation history.  
First, the Law and the Prophets up to and including John the Baptist. 
Second, the time of Jesus.  Third, the time of the Church empowered by 
the Spirit.  In his final words to the disciples, he reminds them of God’s 
plan: suffering leads to glory.  He commissions them to go out and to 
continue his message of the forgiveness of sins to the whole world.  Just 
as Jesus received the Holy Spirit at his Baptism so will the disciples 
receive the Holy Spirit in due time so that they will be empowered to be 
witnesses to Jesus. 

• This is the account of the Ascension from Luke’s Gospel.  It happens on 
Easter closely associated with the Resurrection. The similarities to the 
ascension of Elijah in 2 Kings 2: 1-18 are unmistakable.  Jesus blesses 
the disciples as would a patriarch leaving his children.  He promises a 
portion of his spirit as Elijah did to Elisha.   

• The disciples give Jesus homage recognizing him as the Messiah, the 
Son of God. They are not sad, but full of joy because of the promises of 
Jesus. They go to the temple to await the Spirit in prayer and praise of 
God. 

3. Ephesians 1: 17-23 

• The letter to the Ephesians begins with a prayer of thanksgiving as do all 
of Paul’s letters.  In this prayer Paul thanks God the Father for all the 
blessings he has given us through Jesus: the call to holiness, adoption as 
his sons and daughters, the revelation of God’s plan to bring everything 
into unity in Christ.  The gift of the Holy Spirit is our first installment—a 
down payment—on the inheritance of redemption that we will receive. 

• Paul them gives thanks for the faith of the Ephesians.  Paul prays that 
they will receive wisdom and understanding that will bring them knowledge 
of Christ. He prays that they will understand the hope, the riches of their 
promised inheritance, and his great power.  It is the same power shown in 
the resurrection of Jesus from the dead and raising him to glory at his right 
hand.  This power has made Jesus superior to all other heavenly powers 
and has made him the head of the Church.  Jesus is exalted at God’s right 
hand and is the Lord of all. 


