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1. Ezekiel 34: 11-12, 15-17 

• After the inhabitants of Jerusalem were carried of into exile in Babylon, 
Ezekiel wanted them to know that it was their unfaithfulness to the 
covenant that caused all this trouble to come upon them. To those who 
heard and received Ezekiel’s message, he preached that God had chosen 
them as a New Israel, to whom the Lord had given a new spirit and a new 
heart so that they could live a restored covenant relationship. God 
punishes and saves his people to show the holiness of his name.  

• Chapter 34 is the Parable of the Shepherds. The word shepherd was often 
given to priests and leaders as a title meant to show their responsibility to 
care for the people entrusted to them. Ezekiel speaks on behalf of the 
Lord who criticizes these so-called shepherds who have neglected their 
sheep and enriched themselves. The Lord rejects them and will hold them 
accountable for the neglect they have shown his people. 

• V. 11: The Lord rejects these false shepherds and he himself will come 
and be their true shepherd. He will search for them, find them, and care 
for them. 

• V. 12: He will examine his sheep to be certain that they are alright and do 
not have any hidden injuries. He will gather the scattered flock and 
reestablish them as a united flock. He will bring them together from all the 
dark places they were scattered. 

• V. 15: The Lord himself will do this.  He will not entrust it to another 
because the ones he sends as shepherds did not fulfill their obligations. 

• V. 16: The Lord will come as a healer and restorer to the lost, straying, the 
wounded, and sick. However, he will punish those who care for 
themselves and neglected their sheep.  He will hold them accountable. 

2. Matthew 25: 31-46 

• Chapter 25 has presented two parables about being watchful, ready, and 
faithful. The two parables spoke about delay and the time before the 
return of the master, now the waiting is over.  The Lord is here in all his 
glory. Now we learn that to be watchful means that we recognize the Son 
of Man in all those in need. To be ready means to be loving to the Son of 
Man in these people. To be faithful means to translate love into concrete 
deeds of mercy.  This is the criterion on which we will be judged. 

• All the nations are gathered before the Shepherd-King.  There is no longer 
a distinction between Jew and Gentile, believer, or unbeliever.  All are one 



and they are divided between those who showed mercy and those who 
did not show mercy.  

• Jesus reveals an amazing truth.  He is present in the those who are 
hungry, thirsty, naked, sick, imprisoned and a stranger.  It is not that it is 
“as if” he is present them.  He is present in them so that what we do or not 
do for them is what we have done or not done for Jesus. 

• It does not seem to matter that we must realize that it is Jesus in them for 
even the righteous are not aware of his presence in the needy and are 
surprised that they were tending to him. Even unbelievers are ministering 
to Jeus in the needy without them knowing it. They have a relationship 
with Jesus even through they do not know it. 

• The Great Judgement story highlights that our actions are meaningful. 
They have a direct bearing on our salvation. We will be held accountable 
for what we do and what we do not do. 

•  The true meaning of our lives is in our care and service for those in need.  
Our salvation does not depend on correctness of belief or fulfillment of 
religious obligations, or observance of the letter of the law but in our 
relationship with Jesus expressed in our care of the needy with whom he 
identifies. 

• There will be a day of reckoning.  There will come a time when we must 
stand before the Lord and give an accounting of our life. Care for the 
needy is what is of the greatest importance. 

3. 1 Corinthians 15: 20-26, 28 

• In Corinth there is a dispute about the resurrection of the dead.  Some 
say that it is just a spiritual resurrection, but Paul insists on the bodily 
resurrection.  It is our whole self that will rise.  Our bodies are as much of 
our self as are our souls and spirits. Disbelief in a bodily resurrection had 
its roots in Greek philosophy that say the body as evil and as a prison of 
the spirit.  Belief in the resurrection affirms the holiness of the physical 
body as a temple of the Holy Spirit.  

• In Viv 20-22, Paul moves into a cosmological vision of the Christ’s 
resurrection. Death came into the world through one person, Adam; 
eternal life comes into the world through one person, Jesus Christ. 
Because Adam sinned, we all died in sin.  But, when Jesus rose, we all 
rose with him to new life.  

• Vv. 23-28: Paul insists on a resurrection that will occur in the future.  He 
is arguing against those who say that resurrection is simply a spiritual, 
inner experience that has happened now through Baptism.  Paul says 
that that is the beginning of the resurrection, but more is to come. 

• There is a process that has begun in Christ.  Christ is the first to rise and 
his resurrection is the first fruits—the deposit on our resurrection. Then, 
when he returns, all those who belong to Christ will rise.  Then Christ will 
hand everything over to his Father. He will destroy every other power on 
earth with the last and the greatest being death itself. The Christ will 
submit himself to God the Father so that God can be all in all. 

 


