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THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Isaiah 2: 1-5 
Matthew 24: 37-44 
Romans 13: 11-14 

 
1. Isaiah 2: 1-5 

• This prophecy points to the glorious future of Israel, and especially to the 
holy city Jerusalem, also called Zion. The oracle celebrates God’s choice 
of Jerusalem as where his glory shall dwell on earth. 

• V. 2: All the nations of the earth shall journey to the Lord’s house in 
Jerusalem.  All shall recognize it has the house of the true God. 

• V.3: The previous verse is elaborated on. People of the nations of the 
world will say to one another that they are going to the house of the Lord. 
They will find wisdom and guidance there. God’s word will be spoken to 
them from there. 

• V. 4: People will bring their grievances there for resolution and resort to 
war. Then, swords will become useless and will be transformed into 
plowshares.  There will be no need of spears.  They will become 
instruments for pruning. There will be no need of war, and people will no 
longer train for war.  As the spiritual says, Study war no more. 

• V. 5: An invitation to Isarel to walk in the light of the Lord.  Israel should 
recognize how great is the Lord and how they should walk in his ways 
according to his law which is a light to the world. 

2. Matthew 24: 37-44 

• Matthew’s Gospel was written at about the same time as Luke’s Gospel 
after 70 AD and probably in the 80s. Both Luke and Matthew had Mark’s 
Gospel, a collection of sayings of Jesus, and each had a special source of 
stories and sayings of Jesus.   

• Matthew was writing to a community of Christians who were formerly 
Jews.  He quotes frequently from the Old Testament prophets to show the 
people that belief in Jesus was the fulfillment of their Jewish faith.  Jesus 
was the longed-for Messiah.  Matthew will often hold up Gentiles as 
models of faith to spur the Jews to step up their faith.  E.g., the Magi, the 
Roman centurion 

• The literary structure of the Gospel is of five discourses to remind us of the 
five books of Moses.  Again, a sign of its Jewish roots.  The five 
discourses are: the Sermon on the Mount, Church’s Missionary Work, 
Parables, Church Internal Order, the End of Time. 

• The Advent season begins with another reflection on the end of the world, 
just as we ended the Church year.  This reflection emphasizes the 
unknown day and time of the end of the world and the need to be 
prepared. The second and third Sundays of Advent focus on John the 
Baptist and the fourth Sunday of Advent focuses on Mary. 



• V. 37-39: Just as in the times of Noah, people were going about their 
business, involved in all sorts of daily activities of eating and drinking, and 
getting married, and presumably not thinking of what was to come or even 
the possibility of a change coming. The flood caught them unaware and 
unprepared.  We should not be caught off guard as they were.  Even 
though we do not know when the end will come, we should treat every day 
as of it were the last day. Always be prepared.  Always reflect on the 
meaning of life and what is most important in life. 

• V. 40-41: The two men in the field and the two women at the mill is 
signaling the great separation or judgement that the coming of the Lord 
will reveal.  Two people who seem the same and are doing the same 
things will be revealed as living very different moral lives.  One will be 
included in the Kingdom of God, the other will be excluded from the 
Kingdom of God. 

• V. 42: We must be vigilant and watchful for the unknown day and time. 

• V. 43: An example from daily life: a thief is only successful if he catches 
the homeowner unaware. 

• V. 44: The repeated warning: be prepared.  You do not know when. 
3. Romans 13: 11-14 

• Previously, Paul encouraged the Romans to love God and their neighbor 
as themselves as the fulfillment of the law.  Now he gives motivation for 
putting love into practice. 

• Non-religious authors in Paul’s day would write about evildoers who could 
hardly wait for the nighttime so that they could begin to sin.  Deeds such 
as sexual promiscuity, drunkenness, and others forms of contentiousness 
were associated with the night when they most frequently occurred.  Paul 
switches it to Christians waiting for the dawn so that they could begin to 
love God and their neighbor.  The light was a sign of the new life in Christ 
they received in Baptism which is described as putting on Christ. 

 
 

 
 


