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THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Isaiah 11: 1-10 
Matthew 3: 1-12 
Romans 15: 4-9 

 
1. Isaiah 11: 1-10 

• Isaiah is the prophet of Advent who hold up the hope of God’s coming to 
save his people. This passage comes from the first Isaiah, the historical 
Isaiah, be fore the exile.  Isaiah prophesizes about the coming of an ideal 
king who will restore the ideals of King David.   

• V 1: The stump refers to the depth to which Israel/Jerusalem has sunk.  
They have wandered far away from the Lord, and they are like the dead 
stump of a tree.  God will make a shoot come forth from this stump.  By 
the power of God, it will blossom. 

• V. 2: These are qualities that the King will possess by the Lord’s pouring 
out his Spirit upon him.  From this verse we get the traditional list of the 
seven gifts of the Holy Spirit.  The first “fear of the Lord” was translated 
“piety” in the Latin translation and so there were seven 

• V. 3: The King will judge with wisdom and insight not by mere appearance 
or gossip. 

• V. 4: He will decide with justice for the poor and oppressed. He will punish 
the wicked and those who have no regard for others. 

• V.5: Justice and faithfulness will be like his sash and belt. 

• V. 6-7: His reign will bring a time of peace in which enemies will live in 
peace.  This time of peace is symbolized by natural enemies at peace like 
the wolf/lamb, leopard/young goat, calf/young lion, all led by a little child. A 
famous painting of this scene of tranquility is called “The Peaceable 
Kingdom.”  

• V. 8: The vison of peace continues with the baby playing at the snake’s 
den.  

• V. 9: There will be no danger or trouble on God’s holy mountain because 
the whole world will be filled with the knowledge of God just as the water 
covers the earth is seas and oceans. 

2. Matthew 3: 1-12 

• After the stories of Jesus’ birth and infancy in the first two chapters of 
Matthew’s Gospel, John the Baptist suddenly appears on the scene in 
Chapter 3.  Matthew does not give us any background information about 
John. (Luke tells us that he is a relative of Jesus.) John appears dressed 
like Elijah, whose return was considered a sign of the coming of the 
Messiah. 

• At the time of Jesus, Jewish thought saw the people under the rule of 
Satan.  Evil had its grasp on God’s people, and they needed a savior.  
The return from the Exile centuries before had not produced any 



significant change. Yes, they were back in their homeland, and they had 
more political freedom, but they were bound by sin, injustice, and 
oppression.  It seemed that they were now held in a spiritual exile by the 
devil.  The Roman occupation, diseases and possession were all seen 
as manifestations of this evil kingdom that held them bound.  The 
prophecies of second Isaiah about the restoration of God’s rule and the 
reform of the people began to be seen as to be fulfilled by a figure who 
would be a great leader like David and who would come to vindicate the 
righteous, the poor, and the oppressed.  He was seen to be like the Son 
of Man in the prophet Daniel who would render God’s judgement. The 
severity of God’s judgement was not directed to everybody, but to those 
who disregarded God’s law and who practiced injustice, greed, and 
cruelty. God would rescue the righteous but punish the evil ones.  Thus, 
he Kingdom of Heaven or the Kingdom of God would be established. 
John the Baptist is announcing the “Good News” of the imminent arrival 
of the Kingdom of Heaven. 

• V. 1-3: John’s message is one of conversion, a complete change of 
heart, to be worthy to be part of the Kingdom of Heaven, God’s rule. 
John is “the voice crying out in the desert to prepare the way of the Lord” 
that is mentioned in Isaiah 40. 

• V. 4: John dresses like Elijah, who was to return before the Messiah.  
This is Matthew’s signal to us that the Messiah is close at hand. 

• V.5-6: Everyone is going out to John to participate in his ritual washing 
to symbolize the desire for change of heart.  People are hungry and 
thirsty for the Lord.  In John’s time, there was a community called 
Essene which was like a contemplative, monastic community.  They 
used to perform ritual washing ceremonies.  John may have been part of 
this community and may have gotten his baptism from their ritual. 

• V. 7-9: When John saw the religious leaders of the people, the 
Pharisees and the Sadducees coming to be baptized. He questioned the 
sincerity of their conversion. He demands that they prove their sincerity 
by putting it into action, by deeds of righteousness.  It is not enough that 
they are descendants of Abraham, they must personally make a change 
and show a change by their actions. 

• V. 10: John expects that the Messiah will judge the good and the bad, 
just as a gardener will prune and cut down trees that do not bear fruit.  
John seems to picture a fire and brimstone Messiah.  He was not 
prepared for the compassionate and healing ministry of Jesus. 

• V. 11: John clearly states that he is not the Messiah.  The One who is 
coming is mightier than he. John’s baptism is a symbolic washing to 
signify the desire for change and reform of life.  Jesus’ baptism is 
connected to his death and resurrection and forgives sin and joins us to 
the divine life of God. 

• V. 12: Using imagery of the harvest, John warns about the coming 
judgement and the separation of the good from the bad.  A winnowing 



fan is forklike shovel that was used to separate the grain which would fall 
to the floor and the chaff that the wind would carry away.  

3. Romans 15: 4-9 

• Vv. 4-6: The Word of God in the Scriptures is for our encouragement and 
to help us persevere in the faith. God gives us grace for perseverance 
and encouragement.  Paul urges the church at Rome to be in harmony 
with one another.  Harmony means a respectful and thoughtful 
consideration of what the other is saying. He desires that the local church 
be in peace so that they can glorify and praise God the Father. 

• V. 7: We should extend the same welcome to one another that Christ has 
offered to us. 

• V. 8: Jesus came to save Jews (the circumcised) to show his faithfulness 
to the promises made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  He came to save 
Gentiles to show his mercy. Paul then quotes Scripture---Psalm 18:50--- 
to show God’s desire to save the Gentiles. 

 


