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THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Isaiah 40: 1-5, 9-11 
Mark 1: 1-8 

2 Peter 3: 8-14 
 

1. Isaiah 40: 1-5, 9-11 
 

• Chapters 40-66 have a different author or authors that chapters 1-39. 
Chapters 1-39 are written by Isaiah of Jerusalem during the 8th century 
when the Assyrians were the enemy.  Chapters 40-66 were written probably 
in the 6th century when the Israelites were in exile in Babylon and Cyrus, the 
King of Persia, was about to conquer Babylon and set the Jews free to 
return to Jerusalem.  It can be said that all authors belonged to the “school 
of Isaiah” with similar themes and theology. 

• Vv. 1-2: God announces and end to the exile of the Israelites in words of 
comfort and pardon. God seems to address the prophet as his messenger. 
Beautifully expressed, “speak to the heart of Jerusalem.” Israel has paid two 
times over for her sins. “My people” and “your God” highlight the covenant 
relationship between God and the people. 

• V. 3-4: A voice proclaims: the voice may be a member of the heavenly court 
addressing the prophet. These verses describe the return of the exiles to 
Jerusalem with their way being made clear by the power of God. They travel 
by a direct route rather than the winding travel routes that had access to 
water.  

• V. 5: The return of the exiles reveals the glory and the power of God.  God 
is known by his mighty deeds.   

• V. 9: Good news:” The return of the exiles to Jerusalem.  Good News will 
become the Gospel.  It is a message of deliverance, redemption, and 
freedom. The proclamation of the Good News is a theme of Second Isaiah 
and will be a major theme of Jesus.  The Good news of God’s salvation for 
his people must be spread throughout the whole world.  

• V. 10: God comes to save his people.  God is with his people He is not 
distant. Jesus, the Son of God, is the sure sign of God with his people, 
Emmanuel. 

• The all powerful and mighty God is also tender and compassionate as a 
shepherd who lovingly cares for his sheep. 

• The reign and the rule of God means that God of Israel has displaced the 
gods of Babylon who kept the Israelites in bondage through the rulers of 
Babylon. 

2. Mark 1: 1-8 

• Three considerations as we begin to read and study the Gospel of Mark. 

• First, the prophecies of the idyllic life that awaited Israel after its return to 
Jerusalem never happened.  Israel was always oppressed by whatever 



ruling power was in control.  The prophecies of the great peace and 
prosperity that would come to the Jews began to be interpreted as 
referring to their being liberated from the power of evil personified by the 
devil. They looked forward to a day of deliverance from the power of evil 
and the reign of God. In Jesus time, that evil was identified with the 
Roman empire that occupied Israel. 

• Second, the world at the time of Jesus was influenced by apocalyptic 
thinking, i.e. of a great cosmic battle between good and evil with fearful 
cosmic signs in which good would be triumphant.  People were ready for 
decisive events. 

• Third, as we see in Isaiah, “good news” was a term that was developing.  
Good News referred to God’s saving deeds on behalf of his people.  At 
the time of Jesus, Good News became associated with Jesus who came 
to save God’s people from sin and death.  The Good News of Jesus (his 
message and ministry) Also became the Good News about Jesus (his 
passion, death, and resurrection.) 

• V. 1: The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ (the Son of God). This 
little verse says a lot!  It could be the title of the Gospel.  It could be the 
opening sentence about the purpose of the Gospel. Gospel has multiple 
meanings.  It is the literary form of this book.  It is the message (Good 
News) that Jesus proclaimed.  It refers to the whole redemptive work of 
Jesus—his ministry, his suffering, his death, his resurrection and his 
return in glory. Mark could be simply introducing his work.  It could refer 
to this opening prologue.  It could be saying that concerning the whole 
story of the gospel (how Jesus is Risen Lord and the One who will return 
in glory) this is how it all began. 

• Jesus’ full identity is disclosed right from the beginning.  Christ=Messiah, 
Son of God=divine 

• Vv. 2-3: Mark conflates three Scripture verses: Exodus 23: 20, Malachi 
3:1 and Isaiah 40:3. It signals that God’s work of salvation has been set 
in motion. John is the fulfillment of the process that was begun in the 
return of the exiles from Babylon.  

• Vv. 4-5: John’s baptism of repentance and the great crowds coming out 
to be baptized are “the way of the Lord.”  This is the way that the Lord’s 
paths are made straight.  No longer roads in the desert being carved out 
but pathways to people’s hearts for change. 

• V. 6: John dresses as Elijah did.  Elijah was the prophet who did not die; 
he was taken up to heaven in a chariot.  The tradition was that Elijah 
would return just before the Messiah.  John’s dress says that Elijah has 
returned, and the Messiah is about to appear. 

• V. 7: Jesus is greater than John.  John was an extremely popular and 
respected religious leader.  The evangelists are clear that Jesus was 
greater.  John was not a rival. Later, Jesus will identify himself as the 
stronger man who can tie up the devil who is a strong man.  Jesus is 
identified from the beginning as the stronger and mightier one. 



• V.8: Jesus’ baptism is greater than John’s baptism.  John’s is symbolic.  
Jesus’ takes it power from his death and resurrection. 

3. 2 Peter 3: 8-14 

• False teachers have said that the delay of the Lord’s return means that 
God is no longer in charge of the world and that his return will probably 
not happen so you can do what you want to do. 

• Peter responds with two arguments.  First, if God destroyed the world 
by water in the flood, he could certainly destroy the world again by fire. 

• The second argument is that God’s delay is out of patience.  His delay 
gives us more time to repent and be ready although his coming will arrive 
with out warning and by surprise. 

• Out of the destruction of the earth will come a new heaven and a new 
earth.  So, we ought to live without sin or blemish and in peace to be 
ready for the new heaven and the new earth. 


