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THE TWENTY EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

2 Kings 5: 14-17 
Luke 17: 11-19 

2 Timothy 2: 8-13 
 

1. 2 Kings 5: 14-17 

• Namaan is a Gentile and a very important and prominent commander of 
the King of Aram.  He is afflicted with a skin disease, probably different 
from what we recognize as modern-day leprosy.  A servant suggests he 
go to Israel and see the prophet who will heal him. Elisha tells Namaan to 
wash in the Jordan seven times and God will healed. At first, Namaan is 
disappointed that Elisha does not come out to meet him personally and 
give him something difficult to do.  Later, he is convinced to wash in the 
Jordan and God heals him.. 

• V. 14: Namaan does what Elisha asks, and he is healed. 

• V. 15: Namaan returns to Elisha and professes his belief that the God of 
Israel is the one, true God.  He offers a thanksgiving gift to Elisha. 

• V. 16: Elisha refuses the gift. Elisha knew that God was the one who 
healed Namaan, not he. The gift belongs to God and not him.   

• V. 17: Namaan asks to bring soil from Israel back to his homeland so that 
he can offer sacrifice to God on Israel’s soil.  The soil was associated with 
the soil of Isarel where God was present. 

2. Luke 17: 11-19 

• It is significant that the one to return to give thanks was a Samaritan.  In 
9:15 it was a Samaritan town to who refused to let Jesus enter because 
he was heading to Jerusalem.  Yet Jesus would not permit the disciples to 
call down fire from heaven on them.  Later, he would tell a parable in 
which a Samaritan was the only one who stopped to help a man who was 
beaten by robbers.  Now, we see a Samaritan as the only one who returns 
to give thanks.  Jesus is demonstrating the universality of salvation. 

• The Samaritan leper who was healed is the only one who returns to give 
thanks.  He demonstrates what Zachariah prayed at the birth of John the 
Baptist, “to give his people the knowledge of salvation through the 
forgiveness of sins.” 

• The “knowledge of salvation” means that we recognize the presence of 
the Kingdom of God in the ministry of Jesus. The knowledge of salvation 
is a heart felt knowledge of what God has done for us; that we have been 
healed of our sins and given the gift of salvation. 

• The healed Samaritan shows faith by his return to give thanks and by his 
glorifying God.  His faith saves him.  The other nine represent those who 
do not recognize the presence of God in Jesus and the salvation they 
received.   

3. 2 Timothy 2: 8-13 



 

• Paul gives a summary of his preaching of the Gospel. He preaches Jesus, who 
was a descendent of David, i.e., human like us although divine, raised from the 
dead by God the Father.  

• Paul, who is in prison, is suffering for that Gospel. He is being treated like a 
criminal.  Even if he is in chains, the Gospel is not in chains.  The Word of God is 
free to be preached.  

• Paul is willing to endure persecution and suffering so that others may be saved 
by the Gospel in Jesus Christ and receive eternal life. 

• He quotes what is probably an ancient Christian hymn:  We have died spiritually 
with Christ so that we will rise with him.  If we remain constant and unshakable in 
our faith, then we shall share in Christ’s victory, i.e., his reign over sin and death. 

• If we deny him, i.e., reject him, then we will reject us. 

• If we are unfaithful, i.e., if we sin, he will still be faithful to us because that is his 
nature.   

 
 
 


