
BIBLE STUDY 

October 2 and 5, 2023 

 

THE TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Isaiah 5: 1-7 

Matthew 21: 33-43 

Philippians 4: 6-9 

 

1. Isaiah 5: 1-7 

• In the Old Testament, a vineyard is an image of Israel. The people are Israel are 

like a garden that the Lord planted, cared for, and protected. He expected a 

bountiful harvest of grapes, but he was disappointed in the crop of rotten grapes. 

Isaiah uses the image of the vineyard to hide that he is speaking about the 

people’s lack of fidelity to the covenant.  He wants them to conclude that the 

owner is right in destroying the vineyard because of its failure to produce.  In 

condemning the vineyard, they condemn themselves. 

• V. 1: Isaiah is referring to God with the words “my friend” and “my beloved.” 

These words imply a deep relationship of family or friendship with the Lord. 

Isaiah is posing a hypothetical situation much like when we say, “I am asking for 

a friend…” 

• V. 2: The care the gardener gives to the vineyard is symbolic of the care that the 

Lord has given to his people. 

• V. 3: Isaih calls for the people to decide based on his story.  They are really 

judging themselves. 

• V. 4: In the words of Isaiah, the Lord complains about the people.  What more 

could he have done? Why did they not produce a good harvest? 

• V. 5: The Lord pronounces judgement on Isarel.  Just like a gardener who rips up 

an unproductive vineyard, so the Lord will abandon.  This judgement signals the 

destruction of Jerusalem and the exile to come. 

• V. 6: It will no longer be cared for, and it will grow over with weeds and 

thornbushes. No rain shall fall upon it. 

• V. 7: The prophet now reveals the identity of the vineyard: it is Israel who was 

loved by the Lord. God wished that Israel heeded his complaint against them and 

changed their ways, giving justice to God for all that he had done for them. 

Instead of conversion and satisfaction, there is bloodshed and outcry as the city of 

Jerusalem is taken over by Babylon. 

2. Matthew 21: 33-43 

• This Parable of the Tenants is the second of a group of three parables that judge 

the religious leaders of the people for not believing in Jesus and justification for 

God to now open membership in the chosen people to all people. 

• V. 33: “Hear another parable” suggests it is second in a series. It is very similar to 

the story of the Vineyard in Isaiah. The details of caring for the vineyard parallel 

the Lord’s care of Israel. The owner of the vineyard goes away and leases the 

vineyard to tenants. The tenants correspond to the leaders of the people to whom 

the Lord has entrusted the care of the vineyard, his people. 



• V. 34: The owner wants his harvest; he sends servants to collect the harvest. The 

servants correspond to the major prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel, 

who were persecuted, and some killed by the tenants. 

• V. 35: The tenants treat the servants in the same way that the leaders treated the 

prophets. 

• V. 36: The second group of servants corresponds to the minor prophets. The 

tenants treat them in the same way/ 

• V. 37: The owner sends his son, just as the Lord sends his son, Jesus. 

• V. 38: The tenants conspire against the son.  It does not make sense that they think 

that they will inherit the vineyard if they kill him.  More likely, they would be 

arrested and killed. 

• V .39: The seize the son and take him out of the vineyard and kill him.  Jesus was 

crucified outside the city of Jerusalem. 

• V. 40: Jesus asks his hearers, the chief priests, and elders, to make a judgement on 

the case of the vineyard owner.  In judging the story, they are judging themselves. 

• V. 41: They say that the owner is justified in punishing the tenants and giving the 

vineyard to more trustworthy tenants. This is what God will do.  He will give the 

vineyard over to new tenants—those who believe in Jesus as his Son and Lord. 

• V. 42: Jesus quotes Psalm 118: 22-23, Jesus is seen as the cornerstone that was 

rejected, but whom God made the cornerstone.  Jesus was rejected by the leaders 

of the people, but God made him the cornerstone of the Church, the new chosen 

people, the New Israel. 

• V. 43: The invitation to become members of the Kingdom is now extended to all 

people to form a new people of God. 

3. Philippians 4: 6-9 

• Paul ends his letters with a section of exhortation to live the Christian life in joy, 

prayer, and a Christo-centric understanding of life. 

• V. 4: Paul urges them to rejoice two times.  For Paul, joy is a mark of believing in 

Christ.  

• V.5: They should be kind to one another because the Lord is near, meaning either 

his return is near, or he is always present in their midst. 

• V. 6: The Christian should replace anxiety and worry with prayer of supplication 

to the Lord, and with thanksgiving.  

• V. 7: Trusting everything to God will produce a peace which makes no sense 

except to believers. 

• V. 8: For the sake of all that is good, the Philippians should reflect on what Paul 

has written. 

• V. 9: Paul urges the Philippians to persevere in observing what Paul has taught.  

They are to follow his example in what they have seen and heard from him.  If 

they do this, the peace of God will be theirs. 

 

 


