
BIBLE STUDY 
September 11 and 14, 2023 

 
THE TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Sirach 27:30—28:7 
Matthew 18: 21-35 

Romans 14: 7-9 
 

1. Sirach 27:30—28:7 

• The Wisdom Books: Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs, 
Wisdom, Sirach (The Wisdom of Ben Sira or Ecclesiasticus).  

• The author teaches that there is a reciprocal obligation to forgiveness.  If I 
wish to be forgiven by God, I must be willing to forgive others.  

• V. 30: He warns of the danger of harboring wrath and anger in the heart. 

• V. 28:1: The Lord will remember in detail the sins of those who are 
vengeful. 

• V. 2: If we forgive others, then our sins will be forgiven, too. 

• V. 3: Is it reasonable to think you will be forgiven if you are not willing to 
forgive others? 

• V. 4: We are sinners, too. We are not perfect.  Can we not find it in our 
heart to forgive a fellow sinner. 

• V. 5: Remember that we are limited human beings.  We are mere mortals 
who depend upon the mercy of the Almighty.   

• V. 6: Look at our life in view of the judgement that awaits us. Weigh our 
present concerns against eternity.  

• V. 7: Focus on the commandments that emphasize fair treatment of our 
neighbor. Be mindful of the covenant with the Lord that is based on his 
mercy and forgiveness to us.  Extend this same attitude to our neighbors. 

2. Matthew 18: 21-35 

• The Gospel of Matthew is structured with five discourses of Jesus.  These 
five sermons remind us of the five books of Moses that form the Law. 
Matthew is picturing Jesus as a New Moses who gives us the new law of 
love.  The five discourses are: Sermon on the Mount, Missionary 
Discourse, Parable Discourse, Community Discourse, and the End Times 
Discourse. This passage comes from the Discourse on the Community 
with teaching on how to regulate relationships within the community. 

• Note in this instance that the sinner is repentant.  He/she acknowledges 
their wrong and asks to be forgiven. Is there a limit to how many times one 
forgives? 

• V. 21-22: The number seven was considered a perfect number. Peter’s 
suggestion of forgiving him seven times means that he thought that was 
above and beyond what could be expected. Also, God promised that if 
anyone harmed Cain, he would be avenged 7 times. One of Cain’s 
descendants, Lamech, killed a man and claimed he deserved seventy- 
seven times vengeance if anyone harmed him. Jesus replaces the call for 
vengeance with an equal call for that much forgiveness. 



• Jesus tells the parable of the unforgiving servant to illustrate how God’s 
forgiveness requires a like forgiveness on our part. 

• V. 23: The Kingdom of Heaven is like… This is how God works. 
God is likened to a king who is settling accounts. The simile is God’s 
judgement at the end of time. 
V. 24: “A huge amount” is literally ten thousand talents. A talent was the 
largest unit of money in the Middle East and ten thousand was the highest 
number used in counting.  It would be the equivalent of our saying, 
“billions of dollars.” 

• V. 25: The king ordered that the debtor and his family be sold into slavery 
to pay the debt.  

• V. 26: The debtor pleads for mercy and for time to repay the debt. 

• His plea has no credibility because his debt is infinite and there is no way 
he can pay it back even with time. 

• V. 27: The king is moved by his plea, and not only lets him go free, but he 
forgives the loan. He knows that the servant can never pay it back, so he 
cancels the debt in a gracious act of mercy. 

• V. 28: That same servant now comes across a fellow servant who owes 
him a much smaller amount. He owes one hundred denarii.  A denarius 
was the daily wage for a laborer. The forgiven debtor begins to physically 
attack the fellow servant and demands that he pays him in full. 

• V. 29: This servant uses the very same words that the forgiven servant 
used with the king. This is a reasonable solution because the amount of 
money owed is a small amount and can be paid back. 

• V. 30: The servant who was forgiven refuses forgiveness to his fellow 
servant and has him put in jail until the debt is paid. 

• V. 31: The other servants who witness this scene report it to the king.  

• V. 32: The king is furious with the servant because he has not shown 
mercy in this small amount when he just received mercy and had a huge 
debt forgiven. 

• V. 33: The king points out the wrong.  If you receive mercy, you must show 
mercy. 

• V. 34: The unforgiving servant is handed over to the torturers until he pays 
back the debt. 

• V. 35: The conclusion is that we must forgive just as we have been 
forgiven by God. True forgiveness means that the recipient understands 
the gift that has been given.  The forgiveness of God is transforming and 
is overflows in forgiveness of others. 

3. Romans 14: 7-9 

• Christians no longer observe the dietary laws and the religious holidays of 
the old law.  This change was traumatic for Christians who were brought 
up on the law of Moses.  It meant that different members of the community 
were obeying the dietary laws and others were not.  Some observed the 
holidays and others did not.  Paul is encouraging the Christians not to 
judge each other on what they do and do not do.  He says that what each 
person does, he does for the Lord. Give the benefit of the doubt.  Leave 



them up to God. God is the Lord.  No matter what we do, we belong to the 
Lord.  Whether we are alive or dead, we belong to the Lord.  Do not judge 
one another but entrust them to the Lord. 


