
BIBLE STUDY 
September 18 and 21, 2023 

 
THE TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Isaiah 55: 6-9 
Matthew 20: 1-16a 

Philippians 1: 20c-24, 27a 
 

1. Isaiah 55: 6-9 

• Vv. 1-3a: The Lord extends an invitation to all the nations to come and 
partake of a covenant banquet reminiscent of the covenant banquet in 
Exodus 24: 9-11 when the leaders of the people ate on Mt. Sinai in the 
presence of the Lord.   

• Vv. 3b-5: The covenant that God made with David (2 Samuel 7) is now 
extended to all the nations.  In these verses, the nation referred to is 
Persia, whose leader, Cyrus, God would use to bring the people back to 
Jerusalem, but the wider sense is all the nations of the world. 

• V. 6: Because of the mercy and goodness of God everyone should turn to 
the Lord to seek and find him. 

• V. 7: Seeking the Lord involves conversion.  Sinners need to reform 
themselves and adjust their way of thinking. When they turn back to God, 
they will find a God who is full of mercy and forgiveness. 

• V. 8: God is a God of mystery. He has a totally different way of operating.  
He thinks and operates in a way that is very different from the way 
humans think and operate. 

• V. 9: The ways and thoughts of God are higher than the thoughts and 
ways of human beings like the heavens are higher than the earth. 

2. Matthew 20: 1-16a 

• The Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard is one of the more challenging 
of Jesus’ parables. It challenges our instinct to see a correlation between 
deeds and merit. 

• Vv. 1-2: This is the setting of the parable.  A vineyard owner is looking for 
laborers for his vineyard. He hires a group of workers and agrees to pay 
them the usual daily wage. 

• V. 3-5: The owner goes out again at 9:00 AM, 12:00 noon, and 3:00 PM 
and hires those who are looking for work in the marketplace. He agrees to 
give them what is just, not a specific wage. 

• V. 6-7: The owner goes out again at 5:00 PM and hires those still there. 
Inquiring why they are idle all day, they respond that they have not had the 
chance to work.  No one hired them. 

• V. 8: At the end of the workday, he calls all the workers together to pay 
them.  He begins with the last hired will end with the first hired. The 
purpose of this in terms of the story is to build up the anticipation of the 
last hired that they will receive more. 

• V. 9: The last hired at 5 PM, receive the usual daily wage even though 
they have only worked a few hours during the cooler part of the day. 



• V. 10: The first hired are bitterly disappointed that they received the same 
wage as the last hired even though they worked longer. 

• V. 11: They complain about the landowner and how he has treated them 
unfairly. 

• V. 12: Their objection is that they worked for more hours and so they 
“earned” more pay. They worked under more difficult working conditions 
during the heat of the day. 

• V. 13: The owner objects to their complaints.  He says to one of the 
workers that he has paid them what they agreed to work for. He has not 
cheated them. 

• V. 14: It is his prerogative to pay his workers what he wants. 

• V. 15: He is free to do with his money what he wants.  Are they offended 
because he is generous? 

• V. 16: The last will be first and the first will be last. The rewards of the 
Kingdom of God are based on the gracious gift of God.  We do not earn 
our salvation.  It is God’s gift.  Because we have spent our whole life in 
service of the Lord does not entitle us to more reward. If we are a late 
comer to the Lord’s service, we do not need to expect less. Our good 
deeds do not earn us heaven.  God gives salvation as a gift. Our good 
deeds are our response of gratitude to the good ness of God.  Those who 
work a lifetime have already received their reward because they have had 
a lifetime of opportunity to thank God by deeds of service.  The parable 
asks us to celebrate that so many are included. Those who worked all day 
should rejoice that those who worked only a short time had the opportunity 
to work and to be chosen. 

3. Philippians 1: 20c-24, 27a 

• Paul’s letter to the Philippians was written while he was imprisoned in 
some other location. Paul displays his compassionate side for the church 
in Philippi and his appreciation their concern for him.  He reveals 
enthusiasm for Christ as his prime motive in living. The letter is sometimes 
called “the letter of joy” because he speaks about the joy of believing in 
Christ and understanding the unique role Christ plays in the salvation of 
those who make him the Lord of their lives. 

• In this section, Paul is expressing his belief that he will be freed from 
prison and not die a martyr’s death.  He rejoices that his imprisonment has 
become well known and been the catalyst for others to preach the Gospel.  
He acknowledges that some preach the gospel of Christ out of pure 
motives and some out of mixed motives.  However, Paul is only concerned 
that Christ be preached. 

• V. 20c-21: Paul expresses the hope that whether he lives or dies he will 
give honor to God and not bring shame upon himself. He shares that he 
would see his death by martyrdom to be a gain because he would then be 
with Christ.  

• V. 22: But, if he lives, he will have the opportunity to continue to work for 
Christ. That would continue to bear fruit for Christ.  He does not know what 
he would choose. 



• V. 23: He confesses that he would rather die and be with Christ in eternal 
life.  

• V. 24: However, if he continues to live and labor for the Gospel, then that 
is of benefit to the church. 

• V. 25: He believes that he will live and will continue to serve the churches 
and his efforts will bring progress and joy in the faith to them. 

• V. 26: The Philippians will boast of the goodness of God shown to them in 
Paul’s release when he comes to visit them. 

• V. 27: He urges the Philippians that no matter what happens, they should 
live their lives in a manner that is faithful to Christ and to the Gospel. 
 

 
 
 
 
 


