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THE TWENTY SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Amos 6: 1a, 4-7 
Luke 16: 19-31 

1 Timothy 6: 11-16 
 

1. Amos 6: 1a, 4-7 

• Aamos is the prophet of social justice.  He underscores the direct link between 
worship of God and care for those who are vulnerable and oppressed. 

• V. 1: A warning to those who are intent upon a luxurious lifestyle and 
unconcerned about the troubles of Israel. 

• V. 4: A lifestyle focused on excess and opulence. 

• V. 5: They spend their days wiling away the time without care or responsibility. 

• V. 6: They pamper themselves with luxuries but are not disturbed by the crisis 
about to fall upon Isarel. 

• V. 7: They will be the first to be punished and their lavish lifestyle will cease. 
2. Luke 16: 19-31 

• This Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus is found only in the gospel of Luke (the 
same is for the Parables of the Good Samaritan and the Prodigal Son). 

• Two important themes emerge from this parable: (1) the reversal that will take 
place in the Kingdom of God regarding the situation of the rich and the poor and 
(2) the resistance to conversion. 

• There is a complete reversal in the situations of the Rich Man and Lazarus.  Thye 
parallel on another. 

• In this life, Lazarus is on the outside and the rich man is on the inside; in the next 
life Lazarus is on the inside and the rich man on the outside. 

• Lazarus longed to satisfy his hunger with table scraps, the rich man longs for a 
drop of water. 

• Lazarus was licked by dogs; the rich man is tormented by flames. 

• There is no connection between Lazarus at the gate and the rich man in his 
house; in the afterlife, there is a chasm that separates the two. 

• The rich man never helped Lazarus in his need; now Lazarus cannot help the rich 
man. 

• It is not that the rich man was evil; it is that he never noticed or saw the suffering 
of Lazarus.  Lazarus was invisible to him. 

• The parable is about the failure of conversion.  In the parable of the Dishonest 
Steward, the steward takes quick and decisive action to change his situation.  
The rich man does nothing. 

• In the afterlife, the rich man still sees Lazarus as inferior to him.  He wants 
Abraham to send him on a mission to his brothers to warn them.  He sees 
Lazarus as a servant. 



• Abraham tells the rich man that his brothers have the Law and the Prophets, that 
contain many admonishments about helping the poor, widows, orphans and 
foreigners.  The rich man says that is not enough. 

• Abraham says that they will not believe even if one should rise from the dead.  
Abraham means if Lazarus should rise form the dead, but Christians cannot help 
but think of Christ’s Resurrection.  Luke cleverly incudes in his warning Christians 
who are unresponsive to the needs of the poor even though Christ rose from the 
dead. 

• The parable is a strong warning about neglecting the care of the poor and those 
in need.  It illustrates the saying of Jesus about the reversal, the first shall be last 
and the last shall be first. 

3. 1 Timothy 6: 11-16 

• Timothy is exhorted to dedicate himself totally to the service of God and to 
witness to Christ. 

• V. 11: Man of God: a title given to Moses and the prophets 

• V. 12: The way to salvation is described like an athletic event.  Timothy is to 
compete well and lay hold of eternal life.  He is to live out the profession of faith 
he made when he was selected for the ministry. 

• V. 13: Timothy is to obey the commandments perfectly.  This command is given 
in the name of God and of Jesus, who made a profession of his faith before 
Pilate.  

• V. 14: He is to stay faithful until the coming of the Lord. 

• V. 15: The Lord will appear at the proper time as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 

• V. 16: Christ lives in unapproachable light.  No human being can see him.  He 
deserves all our honor and glory.  


