
BIBLE STUDY 

September 26, 2022 

 

THE TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Habakkuk 1: 2-3; 2: 2-4 
Luke 17: 5-10 

2 Timohty 1: 6-8, 13-14 
 

1. Habakkuk 1: 2-3, 2:2-4 

• The Prophet Habakkuk devotes his whole book of prophecy to questioning 
God about the injustices and violence that he sees on the earth. Habakkuk 
resembles the book of Job in that it asks the question why God permits 
evil. The book is structured as a dialogue between God and the prophet.  
The prophet asks God two questions: Why is there injustice and violence 
in Judea? Secondly, why are the Babylonians (Chaldeans) so violent and 
cruel. God answers the first question by assuring Habakkuk that the 
Judeans will be punished by the invasion of the Babylonians. God 
answers the second question by reassuring Habakkuk to trust him and his 
plan. 

• 1: 2-3: Habakkuk’s complaint to the Lord about the injustice and violence 
in Judea. 

• 2: 2-4: God’s answer to Habakkuk’s second question about the violence of 
the Chaldeans.  God charges Habakkuk to take careful note of God’s 
vision. Write it down so that everyone will remember it. God's plan will 
work out. We can depend on it. Our hope will not be disappointed. Even if 
it does not happen when we expect it, it will still come about and be on 
time. The rash—those who are impatient and do not persevere in hope—
will not survive. The just one who puts his/her trust in the Lord will live. 

2. Luke 17: 5-10 

• Before the Sunday passage are vv. 1-4 in which Jesus says that sin in the 
community will be inevitable. But he warns against those who would lead 
“a little one” into sin.  A little one is the simple, ordinary members of the 
community. This is a warning against leaders of the community taking 
advantage of members by demanding money, or imposing unrealistic 
demands, or abusing their power. The punishments are meant as 
warnings not judgements. The community is to forgive those who sin as 
many times as they ask for forgiveness. 

• V.5-6:  This teaching is too much for the apostles and they beg the Lord 
for more faith to accept it. Jesus says even a little bit of faith (the size of a 
mustard seed) is sufficient. Faith is a gift of God not something that is in 
our control. 

• V: 7: Jesus is saying that he is not asking anything extraordinary. If one 
becomes a disciple this is part of his/her duty just as a servant’s duty to 
serve. 
One would not serve a servant for merely doing their job.  We do not have 
a right to claim any special treatment from God. We should not expect a 



prize for what is our duty. We are unprofitable, unworthy servants, i.e., we 
are sinners who are merely doing what God asks of us. 

3. 2 Timothy 1: 6-8, 13-14 

• V. 6: Paul encourages Timothy to keep alive the gift of God that was given 
by the imposition of Paul’s hands to commission him in his ministry. Like 
embers that one stokes to produce flame, so we need to work on the gift 
of God to make it burst into flame.  

• V.7: God has given us a courageous spirit not a timid one. Our spirit is 
power, love and self-control.  

• V. 8: We should not be reticent about professing our faith and giving our 
testimony.  The hardships we encounter are part of the price of the being 
a disciple and a preacher of the Gospel. God will give us strength to bear 
the burden. 

• V. 13: Paul urges Timohty to be faithful to the teaching that Paul handed 
on to him. 

• V. 14: Our faith is a treasure that we must guard through the help of the 
Holy Spirit that dwells in us. 
 

 


