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THE THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Sirach 35: 12-14, 16-18 
(35: 15a-17, 20-22a) 

Luke 18: 9-14 
2 Timothy 4: 6-8, 16-18 

 
1. Sirach 35: 12-14, 16-18 (35: 15a-17, 20-22a) 

• Sirach is another name for the Book of the Wisdom of Ben Sirah or 
Ecclesiasticus. 

• The Lord loves all his children equally but has a special concern for those 
who are poor and oppressed, the widow and the orphan. 

• In Catholic Social Teaching, this is called “the preferential option for the 
poor.”  This principle reflects the theme in Scripture of God always coming 
to the aid of the poor and oppressed, e.g., Matthew 25 where Jesus 
identifies with the least of all, the parables of the Rich Man and Lazarus, 
the Good Samaritan, in the OT, and special concern for fair treatment of 
the alien, the widow and the orphan. The preferential option for the poor 
expresses the duty of all Christians to help those who are marginalized by 
society and need our help and advocacy. 

• God is like a parent who loves all his children but knows which of his 
children need special attention. 

2. Luke 18: 9-14 

• The previous sections of Luke’s Gospel (17:20-18: 8) has assured 
believers that God will come speedily to save them on the day of 
judgement.  The Parable of the Persistent Widow reinforced the message 
that God will hear their prayer for help on that day and speedily answer. 
The Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector warns believers that 
they should not become boastful and proud because of this special 
concern of God for them.  They should not let it go to their head like the 
Pharisee. Rather, they should maintain a humble and contrite spirit like the 
tax collector. 

• In the Gospels, the portrayal of the Pharisee is a caricature of a religious 
person. The image of the Pharisee in the Gospels is a warning to Christian 
leaders not to duplicate their proud and arrogant ways that focus on 
external observance and not on interior disposition.  Whenever we read 
about the Pharisees in the Gospel, we must ask ourselves if we have any 
of the Pharisee in us and seek to root it out. 

• Surprisingly, the tax collector (like the Samaritan in other parables) 
becomes the model for the behavior of Chrisitan leaders.  We must be 
humble and aware of our sins and shortcomings always asking for pardon 
and mercy.  This humble spirit will lead to a compassionate and 
understanding spirit for those who are weak. 



• Those who exalt self, will be humbled and those humble self will be 
exalted. 

3. 2 Timothy 4: 6-8, 16-18 

• As Paul anticipates his death by martyrdom, he sees it as an act of 
worship.  His blood will be poured out like a sacrifice to God. 

• Paul can say that he has fulfilled what the Lord has asked of him.  He 
compares his life to the running of a race that he is completing. 

• All those, including Paul, who have eagerly looked for the coming of the 
Lord, will receive a crown of victory like the laurel crown that athletes 
received. 

• Paul complains how everyone abandoned him in the province of Asia but 
knows that God was with him.  God stood by him and gave him strength to 
continue to proclaim the Gospel even in captivity.  God’s help saved him 
from death in the first trial. 

• Paul is certain that God will continue to keep him safe until he reaches his 
heavenly home.  
 


