
Sacraments 
RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION): 
Saturdays 3:00 PM and by appointment. 
BAPTISMS: To arrange and prepare for the celebration of Baptism, 
please call the Pastor to schedule an appointment. Baptisms are usually 
celebrated on Sunday afternoon. 
FUNERAL: Please call the parish as soon as possible to make 
arrangements for the Mass of Christian Burial. 
VISITING THE SICK: If you or a family member are sick or in the 
hospital, please call the parish so that a pastoral visit can be arranged. 
The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick may be celebrated in the 
parish before hospitalization. Please call also to arrange for a 
Eucharistic minister to bring Communion to the sick. If you would like to 
request prayers for someone who is sick, please call the parish so that 
the name may be placed in the bulletin. 
MARRIAGES: Preparation must begin at least six months prior to the 
wedding. Please make arrangements with the parish before scheduling 
the reception. 
ANNULMENTS/CONVALIDATION: Please arrange a meeting with the 
Pastor to begin the process of celebrating your marriage in the Church. 
NEW PARISHIONERS: Catholics who would like to be registered as 
parishioners of Immaculate Conception and receive stewardship 
envelopes should call the parish secretary or fill out a form in the 
vestibule of the church. 
RCIA: Adults who desire to explore the possibility of becoming a 
member of the Catholic Church should contact the RCIA (Rite for the 
Christian  Initiation of Adults) team. Preparation usually begins in 
September and Baptism or Reception is celebrated at the next Easter 
Vigil. 
TUITION ASSISTANCE: Some financial aid for tuition assistance to 
Catholic schools is available to registered members of the parish. This is 
a one time grant of no more than $1,000.00 to needy families to assist 
them during a time of financial crisis. Eligible families should write a 
letter to the Pastor who will evaluate the request with the Financial 
Advisory Committee. 

To Whom Do We Go 
Adult Formation: Lovenia Watson.....................................778-1977 
Altar Servers: Bradley DeRouen …................218-8292 / 284-5970 
Child Protection Coord:..............................................Andrea Toles 
Eucharistic Ministers: Beulah Decuir……………..............229-6076 
Gospel Choir/Adult: Daphne Alex…………………............936-4051 
Gospel Choir/Youth: Tara Winder ………………..............428-5981 
Hall Rental: Juliet Betts…………………………….............775-7067 
Ministry Council/Chair: Georgia Jenkins…………............775-5824 
Pantry/Food and Vouchers: ………………………............774-3661 
Sacristan: Rogers Jackson, Jr. .……………………..........362-0907 
Traditional Choir: Deidra James Mackie...........................772-3401 
Usher’s Coordinator: Walter Ennis………………......(504)427-6459 

 This Week’s Prayer 

 Dear God, we’re in need of your peace and truth 

to soothe our hearts and spirits right now. When we 

find ourselves awake in the middle of the night, our 

pressing needs and worries can feel overwhelming. 

We need to be reminded of your constant love, heal-

ing, and grace. We ask for your Mighty Power to sur-

round us. Amen.      

THIS WEEK IN BLACK HISTORY THIRD SUNDAY OF 

Easter 

Immaculate Conception Catholic Church 
1565 Curtis Street - Baton Rouge, LA 70807 

Office Phone: (225) 775-7067 - Information: (225) 775-7062 
Fax: (225) 775-0775 - Email: clarktf2002@yahoo.com 
Web Site Address: www.immaculateconceptionbr.org 

Immaculate Conception Church is a Black Catholic Church 
serving the family of God and feeding the soul of the Community. 

 
PASTOR: Father Thomas F. Clark, S.J. ....................(225) 775-7067/(225) 773-2036 
IN RESIDENCE: Father Fred Kammer, S.J. ......................................(225) 774-3241 
SECRETARY: Juliet Betts .......................................................................(225) 775-7067 
PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION: 
   COORDINATOR: Gloria DeRouen ...................................................(225) 936-8162 
   ASSISTANT TO COORDINATOR: Kalli Gregory 
RCIA COORDINATOR: Cathy Glover ..............................................(225) 772-6099 
MLK/SU CATHOLIC STUDENT CENTER: 
Joyce Johnson - Wilfred Johnson ..............................................................(225) 775-8691 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00 PM 

Sunday Mass: 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM 
Weekday Masses: 

Mon., Tues., Wed., Thurs., 12:10 PM 
 Holy Day Masses: 

Vigil Mass: 7:00 PM and 12:10 PM 

Now that same day two of them were going to a village 
called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem.  They were talking with each other about eve-
rything that had happened.  As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus him-
self came up and walked along with them;  but they were kept from recognizing him.  

Luke 24:13-16
 
 

APRIL 23, 2023 

 Today, we have before us one of the most vivid and insight-

ful accounts of our Lord's appearances after His resurrection. 

Luke is the only one of the four gospel writers to include this sto-

ry. It is a story that reveals to us not only something about who 

we are, but how Jesus opens our eyes to see Him for who He is 

and about how we can come to know Him. The journey to Em-

maus is both a literal and a spiritual journey. On one hand it re-

counts the story of two disciples who, after the crucifixion and 

resurrection of our Lord, walk seven miles from Jerusalem to 

their village of Emmaus. On the other hand, it outlines for us the 

journey that we all take from not recognizing Jesus, to under-

standing what the Scripture says about Him, to recognizing Him 

for who He is, and finally to our giving witness of what we have 

experienced. 

Lorraine Hansberry was a history-making playwright and author who became the first 

Black woman to have a play produced on Broadway. Hansberry’s most famous work, “A 

Raisin In The Sun” remains one of the best known plays ever written by a Black female 

playwright. Hansberry was born on May 19, 1930 in Chicago, Ill. She was raised middle-

class by her father, a real estate broker, and her mother, a school teacher. Hansberry’s 

journey towards activism and writing took place when she entered the University of Wis-

consin-Madison in 1948. She became politically active and helped to integrate a dorm at the school. She 

left the school in 1950, hoping to embark on a career as a writer in Harlem. While in New York, she 

worked for Paul Robeson’s newspaper, “Freedom,” and worked alongside W.E.B. Du Bois. In 1953, she 

married Jewish songwriter and publisher Robert Nemiroff, and the pair began writing together. 

 Using her family’s experiences in Chicago, Hansberry started work on A Raisin In The Sun. A line from 

one of Langston Hughes’ poems inspired the play’s title. The work was completed in 1957The play debut-

ed on Broadway March 11, 1959, earning praise from critics and audiences alike. Set in the Chicago neigh-

borhood of her youth, “A Raisin In The Sun” examined the impact racial segregation had on Black lives in 

the ’50s. At age 29, Hansberry became the youngest playwright and only the fifth woman to win the New 
York Drama Critics Circle Award for Best Play. So immediately popular was “A Raisin In The Sun” that 

for the next two years, it was translated into 35 languages and performed around the globe. Hansberry 

continued to work as a writer and playwright. In 1963, Hansberry was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer 

and two surgeries failed to arrest its spread. Hansberry died in 1965 at age 34. 

 Robeson and SNCC leader James Forman eulogized Hansberry at her funeral. Messages from James 

Baldwin and Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. were also shared.  

Lorraine Hansberry 

http://www.cswnet.com/~menamc/langston.htm
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Mass Readings 
April 23rd - April 30th 

Sunday 

Acts 2:14, 22-33; Psalms 16; 1 Pt 1:17-21          

Gospel: Lk 24:13-35 

Monday 

Acts 6:8-15; Psalms 119 

Gospel: Jn 6:22-29 

Tuesday 

Feast of Saint Mark 

1 Pt 5:5b-14; Psalms 89 

Gospel: Mk 16:15-20 

Wednesday 

Acts 8:1b-8; Psalm 66                                                  

Gospel: Jn 6:35-40 

 Thursday 

Acts 8:26-40; Psalm 66                                                    

Gospel: Jn 6:44-51 

Friday 

Acts 9:1-20; Psalms 117 

Gospel: Jn 6:52-59 

Saturday 

Acts 9:31-42; Psalms 116 

 Gospel: Jn 6:60-69                                                

Sunday 

Acts 2:14a, 36-41; Psalms 23; 1 Pt 2:20b-25          

Gospel: Jn 10:1-10 

Father Thomas F. Clark, S. J. 

Happy Birthday 

Forms for new parishioners or changes                                            
are located in the vestibule of the church. 

CONFIRMATION ON APRIL 27 
Please remember in your prayers our candidates 
for Confirmation who will celebrate the sacra-

ment on Thursday, April 27 with Bishop Duca.  Our candidates 
are Chaise Bias, Taylor Boudreaux, Bailey Dehon, Ronald Gathe 
Jr., Khloe Gregory, Ronald Johnson III, Skyler LeDoux, Chaise 
McClinton, Joshua Morrison, Lundyn Plain, Evan Valliere, 
Thomas Walker, and Kayla Watkins. 
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION ON MAY 13 
Please pray for our candidates for First Holy Com-
munion and their families.  We will celebrate this 
important moment in their lives on Saturday, May 13 
at 10:30 AM. Our candidates are Sadie Bonton, Leo 

Borne, Sophie Burrel, Peter Knight, Koli Malters-Spears, Eryn 
Jenkins, and Zacchaeus Glover. 

ANGELA BALTAZAR 4/23 

CONSTANCE DRUMMOND 4/23 

ALFRED LEDOUX, JR. 4/23 

TERRY JETT, JR. 4/24 

KERRY MALTER 4/24 

DAVID PERKINS 4/24 

MICHAEL THOMAS 4/25 

THELMA BROWN 4/26 

STEVEN KNIGHT 4/26 

ROBIN RODDY 4/26 

DAREN JAMES BOURGEOIS 4/27 

ROSAYA CARMEN 4/27 

DWAYNE BANKS, SR. 4/28 

ALBERT DAIGRE, JR. 4/28 

SHAWNTAY MARTIN 4/28 

AMBER WILLIAMS 4/28 

MAURICE BURRELL 4/29 

KOLIN MALTER 4/29 

ANDRE MCCULLIER 4/29 

PATRICIA ROBERSON 4/29 

NOLEN STAFFORD 4/29 

PARISH COUNCIL OF MINISTRIES MINUTES 
 

 The Parish Council of Ministries met on Tuesday, April 18 at 6:30 PM. Seventeen members and 
interested parishioners attended. After an opening prayer, a review and acceptance of the minutes of 
the January meeting, Father Clark gave an update on new projects.  We have been working with To-
gether Baton Rouge to help bring about the Lighthouse Project which is a program to equip commu-
nity buildings with solar power so that they can serve as a warming/cooling, charging, and resource 
centers during a prolonged power outage most likely due to a hurricane.  Immaculate Conception 
Church is being considered as a pilot site for this program. This program will enable us to serve the 
residents of our neighborhood in times of crisis. We will benefit from being able to use solar power to 
power the building throughout the year. We are continuing to brainstorm and collaborate with Sister 
Judith Brun, CSJ, about the development of a family nurturing program and neighborhood resource 
center. Father Clark asked what councilors saw as neighborhood needs. Mental health services, out-
reach, and aid to the homeless, assistance to people fixing up homes, medical outreach including 
screenings and dental care were mentioned. 
 David Dartez gave an update on plans for our Parish Ministry Fair on Sunday, April 30, following 
the 10:30 AM Mass. There will be refreshments, and for those who visit each table, a chance to win a 
door prize. We will encourage parishioners to attend via email, bulletin notices, and announcements in 
church. We hope to pick up from where we left off in February 2020. 
 Walterine Whitfield and the Beautification Committee were recognized for their excellent work at 
decorating the sanctuary for Holy Week and Easter.  Father Clark was very pleased with the attend-
ance at the Holy Week services and the Easter Masses.  It felt like pre-Covid participation and attend-
ance. He also mentioned that the Christmas schedule will be 4:00 PM, 8:00 PM Candlelight Mass, and 
9:00 AM Christmas morning. We will see how it works.  If attendance does not increase at 8:00 PM, 
we may return to Midnight Mass. We will see. 
 We agreed to encourage the use of masks at church but not require them.  We will continue to 
make masks available as well as hand sanitizer. 
 Yvonne Jackson shared information about the KPC/LA signature drive to ask legislators for pro-
tection of children from gun violence.  June 2-4 will be a weekend drive to raise awareness and collect 
signatures.  People will be asked to wear orange and there will be a program about saving the children 
from gun violence. The Ladies Auxiliary recognized Andrea Toles for her volunteering during the 
Lenten Fish Dinners. 
 Reggie Berry has put together a committee to develop a plan for the church to deal with crisis 
situations, e.g., health emergencies, violence, storms, etc. He will include plans for our activity center 
being a charging/heating/cooling center. Gloria DeRouen reported on preparations for Confirmation 
on April 27 and First Communion on May 13. The KPC will host a Mothers’ Day Breakfast between 
the 8:00 and 10:30 AM Masses on May 14. Father Clark reported on the ministry at MLK Center 
which includes a Sunday Mass, a Candlelight Prayer Walk and Dinner in March, and regular outreach 
and presence on campus especially Thursday afternoons in the Student Union. The meeting conclud-
ed with a prayer led by Georgia Jenkins. 

PARISH MINISTRY FAIR 
Please come out and participate in our Parish Minis-
try Fair on Sunday, April 30, following the 10:30 AM 
Mass. Parish ministries and organizations will each 
have a table that you may visit to find out infor-

mation about their ministry and sign up if you wish.  There will 
be an opportunity to update contact information and parish regis-
tration as well as have a picture taken for the online parish direc-
tory. There will be refreshments and door prizes. Please support 
his important parish event! 


