THIS WEEK IN BLACK HISTORY
Marcenia Lyle Stone

Toni “Tomboy” Stone was the first woman to play for a men’s professional baseball league. Although she was signed to save a lagging
Negro League team’s ticket sales, she proved to be far more than just a novelty player.
Marcenia Lyle Stone was born July 17, 1921 in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Of her four siblings, Stone was the most athletic and wanted to do
nothing more than to play sports, much to the disappointment of her parents. One account shares that Stone’s family sat their 10-year-old
daughter down with a local priest to talk her out of her addiction to sports but he instead ended up asking her to play for his Little League team.
By the time she was 15, Stone was playing for a local semi-professional team, the Twin City Colored Giants. Regarded as a phenom, she
played second baseman alongside men that towered over her 5-foot-7 frame.
After moving to the Bay Area in the ’40’s to care for a sick sibling, Stone’s fortunes in baseball changed drastically. Now 32, she worked a
series of hard labor jobs to make ends meet but found a way to get back to the game she loved. She adopted the name “Toni” and shaved 10
years off her age to hopefully join a local men’s baseball team.
In 1949, the San Francisco Sea Lions of the West Coast Negro Baseball League hired her and paid her a respectable $200 monthly salary. It put Stone on the radar of other teams in the Negro Leagues. Despite her talents, men resented Stone and she told interviewers that it was
tough on her. The Jim Crow laws of the times and the team’s travels made things even more difficult for her. But in 1953, her big break came
when the Indianapolis Clowns signed her. The team was the baseball version of the Harlem Globetrotters team, a squad that looked to show up
its opponents. The Negro League was declining in quality as many Black stars were defecting to major league baseball.
The Clowns’ owner, Syd Pollock, signed Stone as a novelty. Pollack even wanted her to wear a skirt in a game to appeal to fans, which
she refused. Stone played in 50 games for the Clowns and batting a decent .243, even getting a hit off the legendary pitcher Satchel Paige. She
also played with young stars such as Willie Mays and Ernie Banks.
In 1950, Stone married political lawyer Aurelious Alberga, 40 years her senior. After playing for the Clowns, the team traded her to the
Kansas City Monarchs, which led to her retirement. She was inducted into the Women’s Sports Hall of Fame in 1993. Stone spent the rest of her
days as a nurse and caring for her husband. She passed in 1996 at the age of 75.

Sacraments

RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION):
Saturdays 3:00 PM and by appointment.
BAPTISMS: To arrange and prepare for the celebration of Baptism,
please call the Pastor to schedule an appointment. Baptisms are usually
celebrated on Sunday afternoon.
FUNERAL: Please call the parish as soon as possible to make
arrangements for the Mass of Christian Burial.
VISITING THE SICK: If you or a family member are sick or in the
hospital, please call the parish so that a pastoral visit can be arranged.
The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick may be celebrated in the
parish before hospitalization. Please call also to arrange for a
Eucharistic minister to bring Communion to the sick. If you would like to
request prayers for someone who is sick, please call the parish so that
the name may be placed in the bulletin.
MARRIAGES: Preparation must begin at least six months prior to the
wedding. Please make arrangements with the parish before scheduling
the reception.
ANNULMENTS/CONVALIDATION: Please arrange a meeting with the
Pastor to begin the process of celebrating your marriage in the Church.
NEW PARISHIONERS: Catholics who would like to be registered as
parishioners of Immaculate Conception and receive stewardship
envelopes should call the parish secretary or fill out a form in the
vestibule of the church.
RCIA: Adults who desire to explore the possibility of becoming a
member of the Catholic Church should contact the RCIA (Rite for the
Christian Initiation of Adults) team. Preparation usually begins in
September and Baptism or Reception is celebrated at the next Easter
Vigil.
TUITION ASSISTANCE: Some financial aid for tuition assistance to
Catholic schools is available to registered members of the parish. This is
a one time grant of no more than $1,000.00 to needy families to assist
them during a time of financial crisis. Eligible families should write a
letter to the Pastor who will evaluate the request with the Financial
Advisory Committee.

To Whom Do We Go

Adult Formation: Lovenia Watson.....................................778-1977
Altar Servers: Bradley DeRouen …................218-8292 / 284-5970
Child Protection Coord:..............................................Andrea Toles
Eucharistic Ministers: Beulah Decuir……………..............229-6076
Gospel Choir/Adult: Daphne Alex…………………............936-4051
Gospel Choir/Youth: Tara Winder ………………..............428-5981
Hall Rental: Juliet Betts…………………………….............775-7067
Ministry Council/Chair: Georgia Jenkins…………............775-5824
Ministry to the Sick: Gene Decuir…………………............229-6076
Pantry/Food and Vouchers: ………………………............774-3661
Sacristan: Rogers Jackson, Jr. .……………………..........362-0907
Traditional Choir: Theresa Carmen................................ 921-7315
Usher’s Coordinator: Walter Ennis………………..............775-7332

This Week’s Prayer
Worries are hard to dismiss, Lord. They seem
to grow bigger and bigger until they take over my
life. Please help me conquer them, one at a time.
Your reassurance is welcome. Amen.

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH

BATON ROUGE, LA

TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

AUGUST 16, 2020

Happy Birthday
Father Thomas F. Clark, S. J.
PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION
The Parish School of Religion will begin classes remotely on Sunday, September
13. Classes will be conducted live on a platform like Zoom. We ask that parents attend these live sessions with their children. This is to fulfill the requirements of child
protection but also an additional benefit of making religious education a family affair.
Classes will be recorded and available for viewing later. Materials will be distributed to families. Please register
on line at www.immaculateconceptionbr.org as soon as possible so that we can finalize plans. We will continue the once a month Family and Youth Zoom Mass as part of religious education. Although we are dealing
with challenging circumstances, if we all work together we will insure that our youth’s religious formation continues despite the pandemic.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY
Many thanks for your generous response to Father Clark’s letter about the church
finance’s. Already we received many contributions. This is our “new normal,” needing to
make an intentional effort to contribute rather than giving when the basket is passed at
Mass. Your offering is so important. We still need to pay our bills and maintain our buildings even though far fewer people are attending Mass in person. Your attention to your stewardship is greatly
appreciated! Remember, we have two ways of giving on line: We Share through the parish website and
Givelify.com which can be downloaded as an app on your phone.
PRAYERS AND GOOD WISHES TO ALL OUR STUDENTS
All our students and their families are in our prayers as the school year begins. We are praying
for safety and good health for all. We ask God that this year be a year of learning and excitement
despite the challenges. Father Clark asks that you drop him a text or an email if your child is attending Catholic school. Also, to our college bound students, please make sure we have your cell
phone number and/or email so that we can stay in touch with you.
FATHER CLARK WILL OFFER THE SPIRITUAL EXERCISES OF ST. IGNATIUS
Father Clark will be offering the Spiritual Exercises of Saint Ignatius in the retreat in the
world format beginning in September. This year he will offer the retreat via Zoom to those who
have already made it so that they can renew the graces of the retreat and go deeper into its meaning. If you have already made the Exercises and would like to make them again, please contact
Father Clark. All meetings will be on Zoom which you must attend with a camera.
WEEKLY DEVOTIONS
Daily Mass: Monday through Thursday at 12:10 PM (also livestreamed). No Mass on Friday.
Bible Study: Mondays at 7:00 PM on Zoom (Meeting ID: 225-773-2036)
Rosary: Wednesdays at 4:00 PM on conference call (351-999-4344)
Family and Youth Zoom Mass: Third Sunday of the month at 5:00 PM
Sunday Masses: Vigil 4:00 PM, 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM (Livestreamed at 10:30 AM)
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CATHOLIC COMMENTATOR COLUMN ON
RACIAL HEALING AND TRANSFORMATION
Starting in September, the Catholic Commentator will present a regular column on racial healing and transformation entitled,
Building Bridges. The Commentator is soliciting articles of 700-800
words. The purpose of the new column will be to highlight the rich
and varied life and faith experiences of readers and believers in order
to build bridges of empathy and understanding. How? By telling and
listening to each other’s stories. In a nutshell, we're asking you to tell
us your stories of race and faith. Have you suffered the indignities
of racism? Experienced the beauty of a friendship or relationship
unmarred by racial tension or cultural strain? Have you struggled but
found healing from past hurts in your faith journey? Gained new
insight or encountered Christ in those who do not look like you or
share your culture? Have you read a great book that let you see the
world through another’s eyes? Watched an inspiring film that resonated with the beauty of diversity? What helped you build a bridge
of understanding with others? What more can be done to strengthen
what unites us as children of God, to enhance tolerance, promote
the common good and make our communities and our churches
stronger?
Contributions should be sent to racialharmony@diobr.org.

Mass Readings
August 16th- August 23rd

Sunday
Is 56:1, 6-7; Psalm 67; Rom 11:13-15, 29-32
Gospel: Matt 15:21-28
Monday
Ez 24:15-23; Deuteronomy 32
Gospel: Matt 19:16-22
Tuesday
Ez 28:1-10; Deuteronomy 32
Gospel: Matt 19:23-30
Wednesday
Ez 34:1-11; Psalm 23
Gospel: Matt 20:1-16
Thursday
Ez 36:23-28; Psalm 51
Gospel: Matt 22:1-14
Friday
Ez 37:1-14; Psalm 107
Gospel: Matt 22:34-40
Saturday
Ez 43:1-7ab; Psalm 85
Gospel: Matt 23:1-12
Sunday
Is 22:19-23; Psalm 138; Rom 11:33-36
Gospel: Matt 16:13-20
Forms for new parishioners or changes
are located in the vestibule of the church.

