
Sacraments 
RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION): 
Saturdays 3:00 PM and by appointment. 
BAPTISMS: To arrange and prepare for the celebration of 
Baptism, please call the Pastor to schedule an appointment. 
Baptisms are usually celebrated on Sunday afternoon. 
FUNERAL: Please call the parish as soon as possible to 
make arrangements for the Mass of Christian Burial. 
VISITING THE SICK: If you or a family member are sick or in 
the hospital, please call the parish so that a pastoral visit can be 
arranged. The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick may be 
celebrated in the parish before hospitalization. Please call also 
to arrange for a Eucharistic minister to bring Communion to the 
sick. If you would like to request prayers for someone who is 
sick, please call the parish so that the name may be placed in 
the bulletin. 
MARRIAGES: Preparation must begin at least six months 
prior to the wedding. Please make arrangements with the 
parish before scheduling the reception. 
ANNULMENTS/CONVALIDATION: Please arrange a meeting 
with the Pastor to begin the process of celebrating your 
marriage in the Church. 
NEW PARISHIONERS: Catholics who would like to be 
registered as parishioners of Immaculate Conception and 
receive stewardship envelopes should call the parish secretary 
or fill out a form in the vestibule of the church. 
RCIA: Adults who desire to explore the possibility of 
becoming a member of the Catholic Church should contact the 
RCIA (Rite for the Christian  Initiation of Adults) team. 
Preparation usually begins in September and Baptism or 
Reception is celebrated at the next Easter Vigil. 
TUITION ASSISTANCE: Some financial aid for tuition assistance to 
Catholic schools is available to registered members of the parish. This 
is a one time grant of no more than $1,000.00 to needy families to 
assist them during a time of financial crisis. Eligible families should 
write a letter to the Pastor who will evaluate the request with the 

THIS WEEK IN BLACK HISTORY 

To Whom Do We Go 
Adult Formation: Lovenia Watson.....................................778-1977 
Altar Servers: Bradley DeRouen …..................218-8292 / 284-597 
Child Protection Coord:..............................................Andrea Toles 
Eucharistic Ministers: Beulah Decuir……………..............229-6076 
Gospel Choir/Adult: Daphne Alex…………………............936-4051 
Gospel Choir/Youth: Tara Winder ………………..............428-5981 
Hall Rental: Juliet Betts…………………………….............775-7067 
Ministry Council/Chair: Georgia Jenkins…………............775-5824 
Ministry to the Sick: Gene Decuir…………………............229-6076 
Pantry/Food and Vouchers: ………………………............774-3661 
Sacristan: Rogers Jackson, Jr. .……………………..........362-0907 
Traditional Choir: Theresa Carmen................................  921-7315 
Usher’s Coordinator: Walter Ennis………………..............775-7332 

This Week’s Prayer 
 Thank you, God of inspiration, for the times when you 
guide me to take my place as an example and a model for 
others. For you call me to be loving, tender, and kind. 
Amen.  

 Richard Potter is considered by most historians to be the first Black magician and the first to find fame in Ameri-
ca. Renewed interest in the enigmatic and mysterious figure has been aroused as a result of a new book by a former 
dean of Princeton University that examines Potter’s life. 
 Potter was born in 1783 reportedly to an Englishman and a Black mother. However, some accounts say his fa-
ther was enslaved and he was raised by the Englishman in Hopinkton, New Hampshire. In his late 20’s after serving 
as an assistant to a Scottish magician and ventriloquist, Potter became a full-time entertainer in 1811. 
 That same year, Potter joined African Lodge No. 459, the founding lodge of Prince Hall Freemasonry. According 
to Richard Potter: America’s First Black Celebrity author John A. Hodgson, Potter may have been the top star of his 
era. He drew large crowds across New England, commanding a full dollar for admission which doubled and tripled the 
earnings of many other workers at the time. Potter even traveled south to Alabama and faced racism, but earned an 
astounding $4,000 for his performance – a huge payment worth around $55,000 in modern times. 
 Because American audiences associated magic with the exotic, Asian and East Indian magicians flourished. 
Potter seized on the drawing power of his skin tone and stature, doing tricks such as walking on egg shells without 
cracking them, crawling through logs, and throwing his voice. Because of this, Potter is also considered America’s first 
famous ventriloquist. 
 Potter worked from 1811 to his passing in 1834 at the age of 52. Before he passed, he purchased a huge plot of 
land in Andover, New Hampshire that has been renamed Potter Place in his honor. 

Richard Potter - Magician 
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Mass Readings 
August 18th - August 25th 

   Sunday  
Jer. 38:4-6, 8-10; Psalm 40; Heb.12:1-4                                        

Gospel: Luke 12:49-53 
Monday 

Judges 2:11-19; Psalm 106 
Gospel: Matt 19:16-22 

Tuesday 
Judges 6:11-24a; Psalm 85 

Gospel: Matt 19:23-30 
Wednesday 

Judges 9:6-15; Psalm 21 
Gospel: Matt. 20:1-16 

 Thursday 
Judges 11:29-39a; Psalm 40 

Gospel: Matt 22:1-14 
Friday 

Ruth 1:1, 3-6, 14b-16, 22; Psalm 146 
Gospel: Matt. 22:34-40 

Saturday 
Feast of Saint Bartholomew, Apostle 

Rev 21:9b-14; Psalm 145                                                            
Gospel: John 1:45-51 

  Sunday  
Is 66:18-21; Psalm 117; Heb.12:5-7, 11-13                                  

Gospel: Luke 13:22-30 

Happy Birthday 
Father Thomas F. Clark, S. J. 

Forms for new parishioners or changes                                            

are located in the vestibule of the church. 

WALKING WARRIORS HEALTH 
AND WELLNESS MINISTRY 

HEALTHY BACK-TO-SCHOOL TIDBIT:  

Get at least 8-hours of sleep each night to main-

tain alertness, to reduce irritability, and to boost 

your immune system. 2) Relieve stress daily 

through meditation, exercise, yoga, crafts or laugh sessions. 

3) Eat a healthy breakfast to avoid mid-morning “brain fog” 

or to avoid becoming “hangry” (hungry + angry). 4) Keep 

germs at bay by getting your yearly flu shot, keeping antibac-

terial gel or wipes on hand, washing your hands frequently, 

and coughing/sneezing into your elbow. 5) Invest in at least 

two pairs of comfortable shoes that give good foot and pos-

ture support, and that won’t get you teased by your students. 

www.goviralup.com 

JR. KNIGHTS/ALUMINUM CAN DRIVE 
 The Jr. Knights Branch is conducting a 
fundraiser, (collecting aluminum cans for recy-
cling.) With football season starting, save your 
empty beverage cans after tailgating and donate 
the cans to the Junior Knights. For additional 

information please contact Gerald Berzat @ 225-276-4674. 
Thanks. 

PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION 
 Parish School of Religion for 
the 2019-20 school year begins on 
Sunday, September 8, 2019, from 
9:15 AM to 10:00 AM in the Parish 
Activity Center.  Registration opens 
on August 3-4 and will continue 

throughout the month of August. Applications are conven-
iently located at the entrance of the Activity Center and will 
be available after the Vigil Mass on Saturday and on Sunday 
after 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM Mass. Early registration is 
strongly encouraged and can be completed in person or 
online at immaculateconceptionbr.org under “Forms.”  Reg-
istration applications can also be picked up and completed at 
home and submitted as soon as possible. This will help facil-
itate our planning process.  Registration fees for grades Pre-
K/K through 11 are $25 for one child or the first child of a 
family, $15 for each additional child of the same family.  An 
additional $10 fee for each child receiving the Sacrament of 
First Holy Communion or Confirmation.  For more infor-
mation, please contact Gloria DeRouen (225) 936-8162 
or Lori Gregory (225) 614-4646.  THANK YOU. 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION                                             
YOUTH GROUP BEGINNING 
 Andrea Toles will be forming an Immaculate 
Conception Youth Group for junior high and 
high school aged youth in the next month. Please 
watch the bulletin and Facebook for details.   If 

any of our youth have ideas or suggestions, Andrea would love to 
hear from you!  Please keep this new ministry in your prayers! 

MINISTRY FAIR RESCHEDULED 
 We have decided to reschedule 
the Ministry Fair to January.  We just 
do not have the space to do justice to 
the event in the Activity Center while 

we are also using it for Mass. However, a couple of new 
ministries will be presenting information tables in August to 
invite you to join them.  Watch the bulletin throughout the 
fall for updates about the January Ministry Fair. 

RONETTA BERRY 8/18 

ALICIA FITZGERALD 8/18 

LAWRENCE WILLIAMS, JR. 8/18 

ORLANDO CHAVIS 8/19 

KYRIN DOTSON 8/19 

SHARNET NIXON 8/19 

RODNEY HIGGINS 8/20 

CHARLENE JENKINS 8/20 

MISTY JOHNSON 8/20 

BEATRICE LEONARD 8/20 

TYLA DEROUEN 8/21 

RUBY JONES 8/21 

MARISSA WALKER 8/21 

MAYA ANDERSON 8/22 

TAMMY GUERIN 8/22 

JASMINE RICHARDSON 8/22 

IRMA WILLIAMS 8/22 

JASON BRADFORD 8/23 

JEFFERY HOLIDAY 8/23 

GERALDINE MEYERS 8/23 

JACQUELINE YOUNG 8/23 

RUSSELL AIKENS, SR. 8/24 

BELINDA BARRON 8/24 

HENRY JACKSON 8/24 

JARED LISTACH 8/24 

VELMA PATE 8/24 

MAUDE ROSS 8/24 

KAREN SYLVE 8/24 

CAROLE WALKER 8/24 

NO BIBLE STUDY THIS MONDAY, AUGUST 19 
 There will be no Bible Study this Monday because 
Father Clark needs to attend a meeting out of town.  Bible 
Study will resume on Monday, August 26 at 7:00-8:00 PM. 

WELCOME SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY STUDENTS 
 AND ALL COLLEGE STUDENTS 

 We welcome all Southern University 
students and all college students who are 
beginning classes for the new semester.  We 
pray that you will have a successful and re-

warding semester.  If there is anything that we can do to help you 
during your college career, please call.  Southern students, we invite 
you to come by the MLK Catholic Student Center for a quiet place 
to study, free printing, dependable Wi-Fi, and snacks.  Come visit 
our table in the Student Union on Thursdays from 1:00-3:00 PM.   

INTERFAITH PRAYER SERVICE  
FOR GOD’S BLESSING ON THE NEW SEMESTER 

 There will be an Interfaith Prayer 
Service on Thursday, August 29 at 
6:00 PM at the Martin Luther King 

Catholic Student Center to ask God’s blessing on the new semester.  
Everyone is invited to join in praying for our college students and 
for Southern University. 

SPECIAL COLLECTION FOR  
SACRED HEART PARISH, EL PASO, TEXAS 

 This weekend and next, there will 
be a basket in the rear of the church for 
donations for Sacred Heart Parish in El 
Paso, Texas.  This Jesuit parish has been 
on the forefront of care for immigrants.  
In addition, the pastor, Father Rafael 
Garcia, SJ, has been ministering to fami-
lies who lost loved ones in the mass 
shooting.  This is a concrete way that 

we can show solidarity with our brothers and sisters in their 
time of need.  Just as many Jesuit parishes and schools came to 
our aid during the flood, so now we can hand that blessing on.  
Checks should be made out to Immaculate Conception Church. 

A REQUEST FOR HELP  
 If anyone could give a ride to church for a person who 
has sight impairment, please see Father Clark.  She lives in 
Baker off Groom Road, west of Highway 19. 
 If anyone would be interested in bringing Holy Com-
munion to the sick and homebound, please see Father Clark. 

MEMORIALIZING A BENCH                                          
FOR A DECEASED LOVED ONE 

 If you would like to dedicate 
a new bench in the church by 
donating $250.00 in memory of a 

loved one to defray the cost, please fill out a form that you will find 
in the entrance to the Activity Center.  Two names may be placed 
on the plaque.  We must have all the names by the middle of Sep-
tember.  There will be a small additional cost for engraving but we 
will not know that exact cost until we make the order.  Thank you 
to all who have already made a donation to this effort. 

http://www.goviralup.com
http://immaculateconceptionbr.org/

