THIS WEEK IN BLACK HISTORY
Ann Lowe

Ann Lowe was the nation’s first widely recognized African-American fashion designer, most known for designing Jackie Kennedy’s wedding dress in 1953. Lowe was born in Clayton, Alabama in 1898.She was raised by her grandmother, a former slave who went on to open her
own dress shop. Lowe worked in the shop as a young woman. She took over the family business at 16 when her mother died, but was later
hired by a Tampa, Fla. tycoon’s wife to design dresses exclusively for her and her daughters.
In 1917, at just 18, Lowe traveled to New York to take a couture course. The school’s headmaster didn’t want to admit her based on the
color of her skin and white classmates shunned her, but Lowe kept her head in the books and graduated ahead of schedule. Lowe married and
then divorced but had a son with her husband. She returned to New York a decade later to work as a seamstress for large companies like Saks
Fifth Avenue, among others.
When word of Lowe’s prodigious talent began to spread, many were shocked to find a Black woman behind the work. After working for a
series of fashion houses, some of Lowe’s high society clients and friends encouraged her to open her own shop on New York’s famed Madison
Avenue in 1950.
Tragedy struck Lowe after she was commissioned to designed Jacqueline Bouvier’s wedding dress. Her shop’s basement flooded just
days before her delivery date for the dress, prompting Lowe to spend more to make the dress than what she charged Bouvier. Lowe charged the
future First Lady just $500 not the first time she’d undercharged for her work.
That lack of business savvy eventually led to the demise of Lowe’s business and wrecked her finances. Her son did help her tone down
the spending, but after his tragic death in a car accident in 1958, Lowe was broke and owed the IRS. After losing an eye to glaucoma and without a shop to work in, an anonymous person Lowe suspects was Mrs. Kennedy paid off her IRS bill of $12,800 and she briefly returned to work.
After retiring in 1969, Lowe lived the rest of her life quietly. She passed away in 1981 at the age of 82. By then, the fashion world had forgotten her. But Lowe’s contributions did finally get more recognition. While the lavish dress she designed for the Kennedy wedding rests in Boston’s John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum, some of Lowe’s work is also displayed at the Smithsonian National Museum of African
American History and Culture.

Sacraments

RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION):
Saturdays 3:00 PM and by appointment.
BAPTISMS: To arrange and prepare for the celebration of Baptism,
please call the Pastor to schedule an appointment. Baptisms are usually
celebrated on Sunday afternoon.
FUNERAL: Please call the parish as soon as possible to make
arrangements for the Mass of Christian Burial.
VISITING THE SICK: If you or a family member are sick or in the
hospital, please call the parish so that a pastoral visit can be arranged.
The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick may be celebrated in the
parish before hospitalization. Please call also to arrange for a
Eucharistic minister to bring Communion to the sick. If you would like to
request prayers for someone who is sick, please call the parish so that
the name may be placed in the bulletin.
MARRIAGES: Preparation must begin at least six months prior to the
wedding. Please make arrangements with the parish before scheduling
the reception.
ANNULMENTS/CONVALIDATION: Please arrange a meeting with the
Pastor to begin the process of celebrating your marriage in the Church.
NEW PARISHIONERS: Catholics who would like to be registered as
parishioners of Immaculate Conception and receive stewardship
envelopes should call the parish secretary or fill out a form in the
vestibule of the church.
RCIA: Adults who desire to explore the possibility of becoming a
member of the Catholic Church should contact the RCIA (Rite for the
Christian Initiation of Adults) team. Preparation usually begins in
September and Baptism or Reception is celebrated at the next Easter
Vigil.
TUITION ASSISTANCE: Some financial aid for tuition assistance to
Catholic schools is available to registered members of the parish. This is
a one time grant of no more than $1,000.00 to needy families to assist
them during a time of financial crisis. Eligible families should write a
letter to the Pastor who will evaluate the request with the Financial
Advisory Committee.

To Whom Do We Go

Adult Formation: Lovenia Watson.....................................778-1977
Altar Servers: Bradley DeRouen …................218-8292 / 284-5970
Child Protection Coord:..............................................Andrea Toles
Eucharistic Ministers: Beulah Decuir……………..............229-6076
Gospel Choir/Adult: Daphne Alex…………………............936-4051
Gospel Choir/Youth: Tara Winder ………………..............428-5981
Hall Rental: Juliet Betts…………………………….............775-7067
Ministry Council/Chair: Georgia Jenkins…………............775-5824
Ministry to the Sick: Gene Decuir…………………............229-6076
Pantry/Food and Vouchers: ………………………............774-3661
Sacristan: Rogers Jackson, Jr. .……………………..........362-0907
Traditional Choir: Theresa Carmen................................ 921-7315
Usher’s Coordinator: Walter Ennis………………..............775-7332

This Week’s Prayer
God Almighty, thank you for the people that
inspire me to accept others. Let me learn to love
everyone, including myself. Amen.
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Happy Birthday
Father Thomas F. Clark, S. J.
PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION
Our Parish School of Religion will be conducted virtually this year. Classes will take place live
at 9:00 AM to 10:15 AM on Sundays on a platform like Zoom or Skype. To conform to child safety
guidelines and to make this a family learning experience, we are asking that parents join their children in class each Sunday. There will be a virtual organizational meeting on Saturday, August 29 at
10:30 AM for parents and children. You will receive a Zoom invitation for this meeting as the date
approaches. Please register your children in PSR as soon as possible by going to the church website
at www.immaculateconceptionbr.org
BE PREPARED TO VOTE ON NOVEMBER 3
We all need to make plans now for how we will vote in the election on November 3.
As someone wisely said, we no longer speak of Election Day but Election Season. How
will you vote? By mail in ballot? Early voting? At the poll on election day? If you
choose mail in ballot, will you mail it by the USPS or hand deliver it to the registrar of
voters office? Now is the time to plan!
Deadline to register to vote in person or by mail is October 5. Deadline to register to vote online is October 13

Anyone over 65 years old can request an absentee ballot at voterportal.sos.la.gov/Home/VoterLogin by October 30 at 4:00 PM
Early voting: October 20-27, excluding Sunday, Oct 25. From 8:30 AM-to 6:00 PM
An absentee ballot must be received by November 2 at 4:30 PM

PRAYER FOR SAFETY IN THE HURRICANE SEASON
O God, Master of this passing world, hear the humble voices of your children. The Sea of Galilee
obeyed Your order and returned to its former quietude.
You are still the Master of land and sea. We live in the shadow of a danger over which we have no control: the Gulf, like a provoked and angry giant, can awake from its seeming lethargy, overstep its conventional boundaries, invade our land, and spread chaos and disaster.
During this hurricane season we turn to You, O loving Father. Spare us from past tragedies whose memories are still so
vivid and whose wounds seem to refuse to heal with passing of time.
O Virgin, Star of the Sea, Our beloved Mother, we ask you to plead with your Son on our behalf, so that spared from the
calamities common to this area and animated with a true spirit of gratitude, we will walk in the footsteps of your Divine
Son to reach the heavenly Jerusalem, where a stormless eternity awaits us.
Amen.

CATHOLIC COMMENTATOR COLUMN ON
RACIAL HEALING AND TRANSFORMATION
Starting in September, the Catholic Commentator will present a regular column on racial healing and transformation entitled, Building Bridges. The Commentator is soliciting articles of 700-800 words.
The purpose of the new column will be to highlight the rich and varied life and faith experiences of
readers and believers in order to build bridges of empathy and understanding. How? By telling and
listening to each other’s stories. In a nutshell, we're asking you to tell us your stories of race and faith.
Have you suffered the indignities of racism? Experienced the beauty of a friendship or relationship
unmarred by racial tension or cultural strain? Have you struggled but found healing from past hurts in
your faith journey? Gained new insight or encountered Christ in those who do not look like you or share your culture?
Have you read a great book that let you see the world through another’s eyes? Watched an inspiring film that resonated
with the beauty of diversity? What helped you build a bridge of understanding with others? What more can be done to
strengthen what unites us as children of God, to enhance tolerance, promote the common good and make our communities and our churches stronger?
Contributions should be sent to racialharmony@diobr.org.
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Mass Readings
August 23rd- August 30th

Sunday
Is 22:19-23; Psalm 138; Rom 11:33-36
Gospel: Matt 16:13-20
Monday
Feast of Saint Bartholomew
Rv 21:9b-14; Psalm 145
Gospel: John 1:45-51
Tuesday
2Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17; Psalm 96
Gospel: Matt 23:23-26
Wednesday
2 Thes 3:6-10, 16-18; Psalm 128
Gospel: Matt 23:27-32
Thursday
1 Cor 1:1-9; Psalm 145
Gospel: Matt 24:42-51
Friday
1 Cor 1:17-25; Psalm 33
Gospel: Matt 25:1-13
Saturday
1 Cor 1:26-31; Psalm 33
Gospel: Matt 6:17-29
Sunday
Jer 20:7-9; Psalm 63; Rom 12:1-2
Gospel: Matt 16:21-27
Forms for new parishioners or changes
are located in the vestibule of the church.

FATHER CLARK WILL OFFER
THE SPIRITUAL EXERCISES OF ST. IGNATIUS
Father Clark will be offering the Spiritual
Exercises of Saint Ignatius in the retreat in the
world format beginning in September. This year
he will offer the retreat via Zoom to those who
have already made it so that they can renew the
graces of the retreat and go deeper into its meaning. If you
have already made the Exercises and would like to make them
again, please contact Father Clark. All meetings will be on
Zoom which you must attend with a camera.
RIPPLE EFFECT
Tip your server. Return your shopping cart.
Pick up a piece of trash. Hold the door for the person behind you.
Let someone into your lane. Small acts can have a ripple effect.
That’s how we change the world.

