
Sacraments 
RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION): 
Saturdays 3:00 PM and by appointment. 
BAPTISMS: To arrange and prepare for the celebration of Baptism, 
please call the Pastor to schedule an appointment. Baptisms are usually 
celebrated on Sunday afternoon. 
FUNERAL: Please call the parish as soon as possible to make 
arrangements for the Mass of Christian Burial. 
VISITING THE SICK: If you or a family member are sick or in the 
hospital, please call the parish so that a pastoral visit can be arranged. 
The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick may be celebrated in the 
parish before hospitalization. Please call also to arrange for a 
Eucharistic minister to bring Communion to the sick. If you would like to 
request prayers for someone who is sick, please call the parish so that 
the name may be placed in the bulletin. 
MARRIAGES: Preparation must begin at least six months prior to the 
wedding. Please make arrangements with the parish before scheduling 
the reception. 
ANNULMENTS/CONVALIDATION: Please arrange a meeting with the 
Pastor to begin the process of celebrating your marriage in the Church. 
NEW PARISHIONERS: Catholics who would like to be registered as 
parishioners of Immaculate Conception and receive stewardship 
envelopes should call the parish secretary or fill out a form in the 
vestibule of the church. 
RCIA: Adults who desire to explore the possibility of becoming a 
member of the Catholic Church should contact the RCIA (Rite for the 
Christian  Initiation of Adults) team. Preparation usually begins in 
September and Baptism or Reception is celebrated at the next Easter 
Vigil. 
TUITION ASSISTANCE: Some financial aid for tuition assistance to 
Catholic schools is available to registered members of the parish. This is 
a one time grant of no more than $1,000.00 to needy families to assist 
them during a time of financial crisis. Eligible families should write a 
letter to the Pastor who will evaluate the request with the Financial 
Advisory Committee. 

To Whom Do We Go 
Adult Formation: Lovenia Watson.....................................778-1977 

  Child Protection Coord: Andrea Toles.....................(504)491-6556 
Eucharistic Ministers: Beulah Decuir……………..............229-6076 
Gospel Choir/Adult: Daphne Alex…………………............936-4051 
Gospel Choir/Youth: Tara Winder ………………..............428-5981 
Hall Rental: Juliet Betts…………………………….............775-7067 
Ministry Council/Chair: Georgia Jenkins…………............775-5824 
Pantry/Food and Vouchers: ………………………............774-3661 
Sacristan: Rogers Jackson, Jr. .……………………..........362-0907 
Traditional Choir: Deadra James Mackie...........................772-3401 
Usher’s Coordinator: Walter Ennis………………......(504)427-6459 

 THIS WEEK IN BLACK HISTORY 

Immaculate Conception Catholic Church 
1565 Curtis Street - Baton Rouge, LA 70807 

Office Phone: (225) 775-7067 - Information: (225) 775-7062 
Fax: (225) 775-0775 - Email: clarktf2002@yahoo.com 
Web Site Address: www.immaculateconceptionbr.org 

Immaculate Conception Church is a Black Catholic Church 
serving the family of God and feeding the soul of the Community. 

 
PASTOR: Father Thomas F. Clark, S.J. ....................(225) 775-7067/(225) 773-2036 
IN RESIDENCE: Father Fred Kammer, S.J. ......................................(225) 774-3241 
SECRETARY: Juliet Betts .......................................................................(225) 775-7067 
PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION: 
   COORDINATOR: Gloria DeRouen ...................................................(225) 936-8162 
   ASSISTANT TO COORDINATOR: Kalli Gregory 
RCIA COORDINATOR: Cathy Glover ..............................................(225) 772-6099 
MLK/SU CATHOLIC STUDENT CENTER: 
Joyce Johnson - Wilfred Johnson ..............................................................(225) 775-8691 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00 PM 

Sunday Mass: 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM 
Weekday Masses: MLK Chapel 
Mon., Tues., Wed., Thurs., 12:10 PM 

 Holy Day Masses: 
Vigil Mass: 7:00 PM and 12:10 PM 

 This Week’s Prayer 

Heavenly Father, I want to live a life of obedience 

to You. Make me an instrument of Your peace. 

Teach me to love even my enemies. Give me the 

strength to wage peace when what I really want to 

do is wage war. Today, I choose to surrender my 

stubborn will to You. I lay down my emotional weap-

ons and choose peace. Be glorified in my relation-

ships, Father. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

The Fultz Quadruplets 

When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples, saying, “Who do men say that I, 

the Son of Man, am?” So they said, “Some say John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the 

prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter answered and said, “You are the 

Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
Matthew 16:13-16 

August 27, 2023 

Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 Who we say Jesus is has everything to do with who and how we are and will be. In some ways 

our answer says as much or more about us than Jesus. It reveals how we live and what we stand up 

for. It guides our decisions, and determines the actions we take and the words we speak. It describes 

the expectations and demands we place on Jesus. It discloses the depth of our motivation for and 

commitment to following him, a motivation and commitment that will be challenged by next week’s 

gospel in which Jesus invites us to take up our cross and follow him.  

The Fultz Quadruplets were the first identical Black quad babies born in the United States. 

The Fultz girls became baby celebrities, while Fred Klenner, the white doctor who deliv-

ered them into the world, exploited them for fame and money. 

The Fultz Quads – Mary Louise, Mary Ann, Mary Alice, and Mary Catherine – 

were born on May 23, 1946 at Annie Penn Hospital in Reidsville, N.C. The Quads’ parents, 

sharecropper Pete and deaf-mute mother Annie Mae, lived on a farm with their six other 

children but were too poor to care for the babies.  

 The girls were delivered in what was known as “the Basement,” according to a 2002 report by journalist and educator 

Lorraine Ahearn. This “basement” was the Blacks-only wing of Annie Penn, and Klenner and Black nurse Margaret Ware helped 

Annie Mae give birth. Since the Fultz family couldn’t read or write, Dr. Klenner  named the girls after his own family members. 

At the time, baby formula companies such as Gerber and PET wanted to use the quads as a means to start an ad campaign to 

sell their wares in the Black community. Black families didn’t buy formula during the late ’40’s, as many mothers opted to breast 

feed because of the high cost of baby formula. 

 Klenner struck a deal with PET for an undisclosed amount and the Fultz Quads were well on their way to becoming 

stars.  The quads’ starred in ads in Ebony Magazine, and they even made the cover of the publication. But all of this notoriety 

came with a price as Klenner used the girls for his “Vitamin C therapy” that he claimed made the girls healthy along with the 

PET evaporated milk formula. 

 While Klenner reaped the financial benefits, PET Milk company gave the Fultz quads a farm, a nurse, food, and medical 

care. Even more shocking, when Klenner returned the girls home, he displayed them in a glass-enclosed nursery. In a follow up 

story reported by Ebony, the then 22-year-old sisters were ultimately adopted by the nurse PET assigned to them and her hus-

band. They struggled with adulthood. The farm they were given was on difficult land, and Pet paid the quads just $350 a month, 

leaving them virtually broke. The girls became the third set of quadruplets in America to survive until adulthood. Three of the 

sisters died of breast cancer before age 55. Catherine Fultz Griffin, died at the age of 72.  

https://interruptingthesilence.com/2014/09/26/crucifying-our-programs-for-happiness-a-sermon-on-matthew-1621-28/
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Mass Readings 
August 27th - September 3rd 

Sunday 

Is 22:19-23; Psalm 138; Rom 11:33-36                        

Gospel: Mt 16:13-20 

 Monday 

1 Thes 1:1-5, 8b-10; Psalm 149 

Gospel: Mt 23:13-22 

Tuesday 

1 Thes 2:1-8; Psalm 139 

Gospel Mt 6:17-29 

Wednesday 

1 Thes 2:9-13; Psalm 139                                                  

Gospel: Mt 23:27-32 

 Thursday 

1 Thes 3:7-13; Psalm 90                                                    

Gospel: Mt 24:42-51 

Friday 

1 Thes 4:1-8; Psalm 97 

Gospel: Mt 25:1-13 

Saturday 

1 Thes 4:9-11; Psalm 98 

 Gospel: Mt 25:14-30 

Sunday 

Jer 20:7-9; Psalm 63; Rom 12:1-2                        

Gospel: Mt 16:21-27 

Father Thomas F. Clark, S. J. 

Happy Birthday 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION - PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION (PSR) – 2023-2024 
The first day of classes for PSR is on Sunday, September 10, 2023, in the Church’s activity center from 9:00 
A.M. to 10:15 A.M.  Applications are available in the vestibule of the church after the 4:00 P.M. Vigil Mass on 
Saturdays, and after the 8:00 A.M. and 10:30 A.M. Masses on Sundays. The application can be completed at 
home and returned to a drop box available in the vestibule of the Church or complete the application online 
at PSR Registration Application | 2023-24 | Immaculate Conception Catholic Church 
(immaculateconceptionbr.org). Registration fee for Pre-K/Kindergarten through eleventh grade is $25 for 
one child or the first child of a family, and $15 for each additional child of the same family.  There is an addition-
al $10 fee for each child preparing to receive the Sacrament of First Holy Communion or Confirmation in Spring 
2024. Instructions for payment of registration fees are on the application.  For additional information, please 
contact Gloria DeRouen (225) 936-8162 or email  g1930@att.net or contact the Church office at 225-775-7067.  THANK YOU  

JARED ALCORN 8/27 

LAWRENCE HUTCHIN 8/27 

TONYA JOLLA 8/27 

NICHOLAS BROCK 8/28 

CALVIN MCKNIGHT 8/28 

ASHLEIGH ANDERSON 8/29 

EDITH BELLIZAIRE 8/29 

PAUL BELLIZAIRE 8/29 

DORIS HALE 8/29 

PAT LUMBARD 8/29 

BEVERLY POLITE 8/29 

TIFFANY PORCHE 8/29 

MARLENE DOMINGUE 8/30 

JACOB FREEMAN 8/30 

EIAN  ROBBINS 8/30 

KIRT YOUNG 8/30 

KYLEIGH CARTER 8/31 

QUINCY COLLINS 8/31 

KONNER DUPLECHAIN 8/31 

BRANDON RAMI 8/31 

TIFFANY CARTER 9/1 

ELEANOR BRUMFIELD 9/1 

ANTHONY MORGAN 9/1 

ANDREA TOLES 9/1 

CHARLEEN BAHAM 9/2 

LAKEDRA BAISE 9/2 

CHANDLER BIAS 9/2 

MICHAEL JACKSON 9/2 

CONSUELA  KNIGHT 9/2 

DAILY MASS AT THE MLK CHAPEL 
The daily Mass is now being celebrated at the Chapel at the MLK Catholic Student Center Mondays through 
Thursdays at 12:10 PM. You can park in the Alumni Parking Lot next door to MLK.  We have permission to 
park there for the duration of an event at MLK. 
 

KEEPING OUR SCHOOLS IN PRAYER 
The start of the school year has had its challenges with transportation and other issues. Please keep all students, 
teachers, staff, and administrators in your prayers that these issues will be ironed out and that the school year can 
proceed without disruptions.   
 

YOUR GENEROSITY TO THE OFFERTORY IS APPRECIATED! 
If you can increase your monthly or weekly donation to the offertory by $5 or $10, it will be greatly ap-
preciated.  Like everyone, our utilities, supplies, repairs, and insurance costs are going up.  Your generosi-
ty is very much appreciated.  If you can increase your offering, we will be grateful!  If you are not able to 
currently, we understand! 

PARISH PICNIC ON OCTOBER 8 
Save the date! Our parish picnic will take 
place on Sunday, October 8, following the 
10:30 AM Mass until 3:00 PM. Come out 
and fellowship with church family and en-
joy delicious food, drinks, ice cream, 

games, face painting, bingo, prizes, and much more.  Thank 
you to those members of the parish and our neighbors who 
have donated money to sponsor activities at our picnic! 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SYNOD ON SYNODALITY 

In October of this year, Pope Francis will convene the Synod on Synodality.  A synod is a meeting of 
church leaders.  Synodality is a way of decision making in the church that starts at the grassroots and 
seeks to discern how the Holy Spirit is moving among us and leading us based on real life experience 
of the members of the church.  This is a process of listening and discerning.  For the first time, lay 
men and women along with bishops, clergy, and religious will be voting members. Last year St. Francis 

Xavier, St. Paul and Immaculate Conception had a listening session with Bishop Duca in which we discussed the 
hopes and needs of the Black Catholic community in our diocese. These reflections along with others have been 
included in a summary that has been passed up from dioceses to regions to countries and continents to produce a 
working document for the Synod. This process of consultation and discernment is part of the tradition of the 
church. In the Acts of the Apostles, the apostles met in Jerusalem to discern what the Holy Spirit was guiding 
them to in welcoming Gentiles into the church without any extra burdens. Please pray for Pope Francis and the 
Synod on Synodality that it may bear much fruit for the good of the church and help us to be credible witnesses 
to the world of the love of God shown to us in Jesus. 

https://www.immaculateconceptionbr.org/psr-registration-application---2022-23
https://www.immaculateconceptionbr.org/psr-registration-application---2022-23
mailto:g1930@att.net

