
Sacraments 
RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION): 
Saturdays 3:00 PM and by appointment. 
BAPTISMS: To arrange and prepare for the celebration of Baptism, 
please call the Pastor to schedule an appointment. Baptisms are usually 
celebrated on Sunday afternoon. 
FUNERAL: Please call the parish as soon as possible to make 
arrangements for the Mass of Christian Burial. 
VISITING THE SICK: If you or a family member are sick or in the 
hospital, please call the parish so that a pastoral visit can be arranged. 
The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick may be celebrated in the 
parish before hospitalization. Please call also to arrange for a 
Eucharistic minister to bring Communion to the sick. If you would like to 
request prayers for someone who is sick, please call the parish so that 
the name may be placed in the bulletin. 
MARRIAGES: Preparation must begin at least six months prior to the 
wedding. Please make arrangements with the parish before scheduling 
the reception. 
ANNULMENTS/CONVALIDATION: Please arrange a meeting with the 
Pastor to begin the process of celebrating your marriage in the Church. 
NEW PARISHIONERS: Catholics who would like to be registered as 
parishioners of Immaculate Conception and receive stewardship 
envelopes should call the parish secretary or fill out a form in the 
vestibule of the church. 
RCIA: Adults who desire to explore the possibility of becoming a 
member of the Catholic Church should contact the RCIA (Rite for the 
Christian  Initiation of Adults) team. Preparation usually begins in 
September and Baptism or Reception is celebrated at the next Easter 
Vigil. 
TUITION ASSISTANCE: Some financial aid for tuition assistance to 
Catholic schools is available to registered members of the parish. This is 
a one time grant of no more than $1,000.00 to needy families to assist 
them during a time of financial crisis. Eligible families should write a 
letter to the Pastor who will evaluate the request with the Financial 
Advisory Committee. 

To Whom Do We Go 
Adult Formation: Lovenia Watson.....................................778-1977 
Altar Servers: Bradley DeRouen …..................................284-5970 
Child Protection Coord:..............................................Andrea Toles 
Eucharistic Ministers: Beulah Decuir……………..............229-6076 
Gospel Choir/Adult: Daphne Alex…………………............936-4051 
Gospel Choir/Youth: Tara Winder ………………..............428-5981 
Hall Rental: Juliet Betts…………………………….............775-7067 
Ministry Council/Chair: Georgia Jenkins…………............775-5824 
Pantry/Food and Vouchers: ………………………............774-3661 
Sacristan: Rogers Jackson, Jr. .……………………..........362-0907 
Traditional Choir: Deadra James Mackie...........................772-3401 
Usher’s Coordinator: Walter Ennis………………......(504)427-6459 

 THIS WEEK IN BLACK HISTORY 

Immaculate Conception Catholic Church 
1565 Curtis Street - Baton Rouge, LA 70807 

Office Phone: (225) 775-7067 - Information: (225) 775-7062 
Fax: (225) 775-0775 - Email: clarktf2002@yahoo.com 
Web Site Address: www.immaculateconceptionbr.org 

Immaculate Conception Church is a Black Catholic Church 
serving the family of God and feeding the soul of the Community. 

 
PASTOR: Father Thomas F. Clark, S.J. ....................(225) 775-7067/(225) 773-2036 
IN RESIDENCE: Father Fred Kammer, S.J. ......................................(225) 774-3241 
SECRETARY: Juliet Betts .......................................................................(225) 775-7067 
PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION: 
   COORDINATOR: Gloria DeRouen ...................................................(225) 936-8162 
   ASSISTANT TO COORDINATOR: Kalli Gregory 
RCIA COORDINATOR: Cathy Glover ..............................................(225) 772-6099 
MLK/SU CATHOLIC STUDENT CENTER: 
Joyce Johnson - Wilfred Johnson ..............................................................(225) 775-8691 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00 PM 

Sunday Mass: 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM 
Weekday Masses: 

Mon., Tues., Wed., Thurs., 12:10 PM 
 Holy Day Masses: 

Vigil Mass: 7:00 PM and 12:10 PM 

 This Week’s Prayer 

Dear God, at the Transfiguration, you showed Jesus 

in glory, a glimpse of what His disciples would see in 

His risen life. We, like the first disciples, equally ask 

that you bless us with an awareness of your presence, 

leading us to share in your divine life even in our daily 

struggles. Grant us clarity and deeper knowledge of 

the Law and Prophets that have always served as sign-

posts and channels of your salvation for the communi-

ty of believers. This is our prayer in the name of Your 

Son, our Transfigured Lord and Savior, Jesus.  Amen. 

Amiri Baraka 

After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, and led them up a high 

mountain by themselves. There he was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and his 

clothes became as white as the light.  
Matthew 17:1-2 

August 6, 2023 

The story of the transfiguration says there is only one voice to listen to. The voice of God speaks 

from the bright cloud overshadowing Peter, James, and John, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I 

am well pleased; listen to him.”  To listen to Jesus is to hear what he says; to accept what he says; to 

make it one’s own, to identify with it fully. Jesus knew that there was a time for silence and a time to 

speak. We need to ask God to help us to know which is appropriate, and when, and especially when 

it is time to listen. Preparation for the disciples did not come on the mountaintop and it won’t for us 

either. As we come down off that mountain, we need to reflect on that mountain top’ experiences 

to help us cope with everyday challenges of life in the valley.   

The late Amiri Baraka was a poet, activist, playwright and educator whose poetry and writings gained 

him fame and criticism. The Newark, N.J. native was born October 7, 1934. 

 Born Everett LeRoi Jones, Baraka graduated from Howard University and entered the Air Force 

in 1954, serving three years before being honorably discharged. He moved to New York where he 

became a part of the Beat poetry scene alongside his wife, Jewish writer Hettie Cohen. Together, the 

pair edited a progressive publication, “Yugen” and opened a publishing house for other like-minded 

writers. 

  As the racial climate of the ‘60s heated up, so did Baraka’s politics. His controversial off-Broadway play 

“Dutchman” won an Obie Award for Best Off-Broadway Play” and was later turned into a film. However, the assas-

sination of Malcolm X shifted Baraka, then known as LeRoi Jones, away from the Bohemian scene and into Black 

radicalism. 

 After converting to Islam and changing his name, Baraka was a key member of the Black Arts Movement. He 

was also the secretary-general of the National Black Political Assembly and chairman for the Congress of African 

People. In 1972, he helped organize the National Black Political Convention in Gary, Ind. 

 As an author, Baraka published over two dozen books of poetry and non-fiction. He also worked as an actor in 

the 1998 film “Bulworth” starring Warren Beatty. As an educator, Baraka worked as a lecturer and guest professor 

at Columbia University and Yale University.  

 Amiri Baraka passed on January 9, 2014. He was 79. A posthumous collection of Baraka’s works, “S.O.S. Po-

ems 1961-2013” featured unpublished poems and was released in 2015. 

http://www.blackamericaweb.com/tag/amiri-baraka
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Mass Readings 
August 6th - August 13th 

Sunday 

Feast of The Transfiguration of The Lord 

Dn 7:9-10, 13-14; Psalm 97; 2Pt 1:16-19                                        

Gospel: Mt 17:1-9 

 Monday 

Nm 11:4b-15; Psalm 81 

Gospel: Mt 14:13-21 

Tuesday 

Nm 12:1-13; Psalm 51 

Gospel Mt 14:22-36 

Wednesday 

Nm 13:1-2, 25--14:1, 23a-29a, 34-35; Psalm 106                                                  

Gospel: Mt 15:21-28 

 Thursday 

Feast of Saint Lawrence 

2 Cor 9:6-10; Psalm 112                                                    

Gospel: Jn 12:24-26 

Friday 

Dt 4:32-40; Psalm 77 

Gospel: Mt 16:24-28 

Saturday 

Dt 6:4-13; Psalm 18 

 Gospel: Mt 17:14-20 

Sunday 

1 Kings 19:9a, 11-13a; Psalm 85; Rom 9:1-5                        

Gospel: Mt 14:22-33 

Father Thomas F. Clark, S. J. 

Happy Birthday 

BIBLE STUDY RESUMES ON                                               
AUGUST 7th and 10th 

Bible Study will resume on Monday, August 7 
at 7:00 PM via Zoom and on Thursday morn-
ing, August 10 in person at 10:30 AM in the 
Activity Center. 

AYANNA ABADIE 8/6 

DANIEL DECUIR 8/6 

DEVYNN FLEURY 8/6 

REGINALD ABRAHAM 8/7 

JO ANN MARX 8/7 

SHIRLEY READO 8/7 

TORIE THOMAS 8/7 

CHELSEA CARMEN 8/8 

ERICA CARRIERE 8/8 

TRINITY  MARTIN 8/8 

DONTREA MCCRAY 8/8 

AUGUSTINE MOORE 8/8 

DYLAN SMITH 8/8 

AMBER  THIERRY 8/8 

DWAYNE WILLIAMS 8/8 

GAYLYN BELLAIRE 8/9 

CATHY  PURSLEY 8/9 

CARL STEVENSON 8/9 

DERRICK  BARNES 8/10 

KIMBERLY ENCALADE 8/10 

KATRINA GRIFFIN 8/10 

PATRICIA ROBERTSON 8/10 

MARVA ALLEN 8/11 

MIRANDA  CHRISTOPHER 8/11 

CYNTHIA CLOUDET 8/11 

JACQUELINE COLEMAN 8/11 

TERYN DEROUEN 8/11 

DERRICK FRANKLIN 8/11 

MERCEDES GUERIN 8/11 

DONYE NETTER 8/11 

GLINDA VERRETT 8/11 

LINDA ROSS 8/11 

SHIRLEY BONNEY 8/12 

KARTER WHITE 8/12 

NEKESHIA WILLIAMS 8/12 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION - PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION (PSR) – 2023-2024 

Registration for religious education for the 2023-2024 school year opens on August 5-6, 2023. The first day of classes is on 
Sunday, September 10, 2023, in the Church’s activity center from 9:00 A.M. to 10:15 A.M.  Applications are available in the 
vestibule of the church after the 4:00 P.M. Vigil Mass on Saturdays, and after the 8:00 A.M. and 10:30 A.M. Masses on Sun-
days. The application can be completed at home and returned to a drop box available in the vestibule of the Church or com-
plete the application online at PSR Registration Application | 2023-24 | Immaculate Conception Catholic Church 
(immaculateconceptionbr.org). Registration fee for Pre-K/Kindergarten through eleventh grade is $25 for one child or the 
first child of a family, and $15 for each additional child of the same family.  There is an additional $10 fee for each child pre-
paring to receive the Sacrament of First Holy Communion or Confirmation in Spring 2024. Instructions for payment of 
registration fees are on the application.  For additional information, please contact Gloria DeRouen (225) 936-8162 or 
email  g1930@att.net or contact the Church office at 225-775-7067.  THANK YOU  

BLESSING FOR THE BEGINNING OF A NEW SCHOOL YEAR 
On the weekend of August 12-13, we will have a blessing of students, staff, teachers, and administrators at the 
beginning of the new school year.  We invite all to bring backpacks, smart boards, planners, and roll books as we 
ask for the light of the Holy Spirit on the studies, activities, and challenges of the year ahead. 
 

SAVE THE DATE: PARISH PICNIC ON SUNDAY OCTOBER 8 
Mark your calendar for our annual Parish Picnic on Sunday, October 8, following the 10:30 AM Mass until 3:00 
PM.  There will be food, drinks, games, bingo, prizes, music, and lots of fun.  It is a wonderful opportunity for 
us to be together as a church family.  Save the date! 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO SUMMER GRADUATES! 
Southern University celebrated its summer graduation last Friday, August 4.  We congratulate all graduates.  If 
one of our parishioners graduated from Southern or another college or university, please let us know so that we 
can acknowledge your accomplishment! 
We welcome all returning and new students to Southern this fall.  We want you to know that you are welcome 

at Immaculate Conception Church and the MLK Catholic Student Center. Starting on August 20, we will resume our student 
Mass at the MLK Chapel at 2:00 PM on Sunday afternoon.  Please share this information with all Jaguars. 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR JESUIT NOVICES 
On Saturday, August 12, the Jesuit novices will take their First Vows at Grand Coteau.  Joe Laughlin and Scott 
McKillip worked with us at Immaculate Conception last fall.  Many of the other novices joined us at PSR and Sun-
day Mass last fall.  Please pray for them as they take this major step forward in their journey as Jesuits. 

MASS AND CLASS OR CLASS AND MASS 
As we approach a new year of the Parish School of Religion, please make participation in Sunday Mass a high priority for 
your family.  Please do not come to PSR class and then go home.  The Mass is the reason we have PSR! Go to Mass at 8:00 
AM and then class, or class at 9:00 AM and then Mass at 10:30 AM.   DO YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW 

WANT TO BECOME A CATHOLIC? 
If you or someone you know want to 
become a Catholic, please have them 
call Cathy Glover (225-772-6099) or 
Father Clark (225-773-2036) to in-
quire about the Rite for the Christian 
Initiation of Adults.  If a person has 

never been baptized, they will prepare to be baptized, 
confirmed, and receive the Eucharist usually at a cele-
bration of the Easter Vigil.  If they have been baptized 
in another Christian community, they will make a pro-
fession of faith, be confirmed, and receive the Eucha-
rist at a Sunday Mass celebration. Are you curious?  
Have any questions?  Want to explore your faith jour-
ney? Come and see! 

https://www.immaculateconceptionbr.org/psr-registration-application---2022-23
https://www.immaculateconceptionbr.org/psr-registration-application---2022-23
mailto:g1930@att.net

