IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH

BATON ROUGE, LA

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

DECEMBER 1, 2019

 Father Thomas F. Clark, S. J..
ADVENT GIVING TREE
Our annual Advent Giving Tree will be
available this weekend. We will be helping out
residents of Colonial Manor Nursing Home
on Old Hammond Highway, the Elissalde
Community Home where Leola Jones-
mq_ﬁzm TREE Dauphine is Ditector, and some families that
Pam Jackson is assisting. All gifts must be returned
wrapped and with the ornament with the person’s identifi-
cation number attached by Wednesday, December 18.
Please bring your gift on a weekday because of the Sunday
celebrations for the Blessing of the Church. Bring your gift
to the Ministry Building. Thank you for your generous sup-
pott of those in need this Christmas.
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LOOKING AHEAD: CHRISTMAS 2019

Tuesday, December 24, 4:00 PM:
Vigil Mass of Christmas
Wednesday, December 25, 12:00 AM:
Midnight Mass
Wednesday, December 25, 10:30 AM:
Mass of Christmas Morning

Life is shott, live it!
Love is rare, grab it.
Anger is bad, dump it.
Feat is awful, face it.
Memoties are sweet, chetish them.

DAY OF PRAYER ON FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13
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bd 4 cation of our church on Friday, December 13 and to
5§ prepate for the Blessing of the Chutch on Decembet 15,
°&s™  Father Clark invites members of the patish to spend
some time in prayer in the church before Jesus present in the Eu-
charist. There will be sign up sheets asking you to commit to an
hour of prayer in the church. Pethaps ministry groups ot 2 gtoup of
friends will want to arrange for an hour together. Out goal will be
to have at least two people in the chutch from 9 AM to 8 PM.
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iGiveCatholic 2019 for MIK Catholic Student Center
Giving Tuesday for iGiveCatholic is Tues-

#IGIVECAHOLIC day, December 2. Martin Luther King Catholic
Student Center will be participating again this yeat. To make a do-
nation to support MLK, go to www.igivecatholic.org. Seatch for the
Diocese of Baton Rouge and then for MLK Catholic Student Cen-
ter. All contributions will be gratefully received.

gGmHO FOR THE CHRISTMAS VIGII. MASS

The Peter Claver Family Choit invites all men
and women of the patish to join them for the 4:00
~PM Vigil Mass on Christmas Eve. Practices will
> be held on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 6:00 PM in
the church starting December 3. For mote information contact
Getald Berzat @ 225-276-4674.

WALKING WARRIORS HEALTH
AND WELLNESS MINISTRY
HEALTHY TIDBIT: National Handwashing
Awareness is recognized throughout the week of De-
cember 1-7. The Four Principles of Hand Awareness wete
endorsed by the American Medical Association and
! the American Academy of Family Physicians in 2001.
Routinely washing your hands sounds like a “no brainet” but if it
were practiced frequently by all, there would be a reduced spread of
colds and flu which result in increased cases of absenteeism from
school or work, hospitalizations and deaths. Please follow these
handwashing rules every day: 1. Wash your hands when they ate
dirty and before eating. Use hand sanitize as an alternative. 2. Do
not cough into your hands. Cough into your elbow ot a tissue. 3.
Do not sneeze into your hands. Sneeze into your elbow or a tissue.
4. Thoroughly wash or sanitize your hands after putting your fin-
gers in your eyes, nose or mouth. henrythehand.com
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Lord God, only you can see into my heart and know that under all the busy-ness of my life, there is a deep longing to
make this Advent one that welcomes you more deeply into my own life. My heart desires the warmth of your love and my mind
searches for your Light in the midst of the darkness. Help me to be a peacemaker this Advent and to give special love to those
who disagree with me. Give me the strength and courage to forgive those who have hurt me. Help me to free my heart from

the prison of my anger and hurt. Amen. ,

This Week's Prayer
-Lord, far too often | try to steer the course of my life

without consulting you,.and | always run into problems. Set

me on a true course that will bring me closer to you. Amen.

Those who use social media or read news reports online
are familiar with ICYMI, which is shorthand for “in case
you missed it.” We might think of today’s readings as an “in
case you missed it” announcement for these early days of
Advent. We often think of Advent as the season that precedes
Christmas, all about waiting and longing for the coming of the
Christ child, which it is. Yet in the early weeks of Advent, we
focus on the return of Christ at the end of time, and how we
are called to be prepared for it. ,

Most of us do not spend much time thinking about the end
of time or the prospect of Christ’s return in glory. We may not
want to admit to ourselves that our actions or attitudes are
far from the ways in which we know we should conduct our-
selves as Christian people. Or maybe we are uncomfortable
with the whole idea of final judgment. It makes us squirm, so
we adopt an attitude of “out of sight, out of mind,” and go
about our daily lives without much thought or reflection on
who we are called to be as disciples of our Lord.
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Conception Catholic Church

175-7067 » Information Phone: 225-775-7062

: 75 ¢ Email: clarktf@hotmail.com

b Site Address: www.inmunaculateconceptionbr.otg
Conception Churel is a Black Catholic Church
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HIT THE RESET BUTTON

Advent is the beginning of a new liturgical year and can be
a time for us to embrace the light of God’s love more deeply.
If we realize that we are failing to live as we know we ought,
let this season be a time to reset our commitment to living
and growing as people of faith. While much of these next few
weeks will be consumed by our preparations for Christmas, it
is good for us to also take some time to take stock and com-
mend our hearts and lives to Christ. Let us “stay awake” to
Christ’s higher purposes, not out of a sense of dread or fear of
judgment, but rather in anticipation of the advent, or coming,
of our Lord.

Today’s Readings: Is 2:1-5; Ps 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9; Rom 13:11-14;

Mt 24:37-44
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