
Sacraments 
RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION): 
Saturdays 3:00 PM and by appointment. 
BAPTISMS: To arrange and prepare for the celebration of Baptism, 
please call the Pastor to schedule an appointment. Baptisms are usually 
celebrated on Sunday afternoon. 
FUNERAL: Please call the parish as soon as possible to make 
arrangements for the Mass of Christian Burial. 
VISITING THE SICK: If you or a family member are sick or in the 
hospital, please call the parish so that a pastoral visit can be arranged. 
The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick may be celebrated in the 
parish before hospitalization. Please call also to arrange for a 
Eucharistic minister to bring Communion to the sick. If you would like to 
request prayers for someone who is sick, please call the parish so that 
the name may be placed in the bulletin. 
MARRIAGES: Preparation must begin at least six months prior to the 
wedding. Please make arrangements with the parish before scheduling 
the reception. 
ANNULMENTS/CONVALIDATION: Please arrange a meeting with the 
Pastor to begin the process of celebrating your marriage in the Church. 
NEW PARISHIONERS: Catholics who would like to be registered as 
parishioners of Immaculate Conception and receive stewardship 
envelopes should call the parish secretary or fill out a form in the 
vestibule of the church. 
RCIA: Adults who desire to explore the possibility of becoming a 
member of the Catholic Church should contact the RCIA (Rite for the 
Christian  Initiation of Adults) team. Preparation usually begins in 
September and Baptism or Reception is celebrated at the next Easter 
Vigil. 
TUITION ASSISTANCE: Some financial aid for tuition assistance to 
Catholic schools is available to registered members of the parish. This is 
a one time grant of no more than $1,000.00 to needy families to assist 
them during a time of financial crisis. Eligible families should write a 
letter to the Pastor who will evaluate the request with the Financial 
Advisory Committee. 

To Whom Do We Go 
Adult Formation: Lovenia Watson.....................................778-1977 

  Child Protection Coord: Andrea Toles.....................(504)491-6556 
Eucharistic Ministers: Beulah Decuir……………..............229-6076 
Gospel Choir/Adult: Daphne Alex…………………............936-4051 
Gospel Choir/Youth: Tara Winder ………………..............428-5981 
Hall Rental: Juliet Betts…………………………….............775-7067 
Ministry Council/Chair: Georgia Jenkins…………............775-5824 
Pantry/Food and Vouchers: ………………………............774-3661 
Sacristan: Rogers Jackson, Jr. .……………………..........362-0907 
Traditional Choir: Deadra James Mackie...........................772-3401 
Usher’s Coordinator: Walter Ennis………………......(504)427-6459 

 THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Immaculate Conception Catholic Church 
1565 Curtis Street - Baton Rouge, LA 70807 

Office Phone: (225) 775-7067 - Information: (225) 775-7062 
Fax: (225) 775-0775 - Email: clarktf2002@yahoo.com 
Web Site Address: www.immaculateconceptionbr.org 

Immaculate Conception Church is a Black Catholic Church 
serving the family of God and feeding the soul of the Community. 

 
PASTOR: Father Thomas F. Clark, S.J. ....................(225) 775-7067/(225) 773-2036 
IN RESIDENCE: Father Fred Kammer, S.J. ......................................(225) 774-3241 
SECRETARY: Juliet Betts .......................................................................(225) 775-7067 
PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION: 
   COORDINATOR: Gloria DeRouen ...................................................(225) 936-8162 
   ASSISTANT TO COORDINATOR: Stephanie Yearby ..................(214) 881-5663 
RCIA COORDINATOR: Cathy Glover ..............................................(225) 772-6099 
MLK/SU CATHOLIC STUDENT CENTER: 
Joyce Johnson - Wilfred Johnson ..............................................................(225) 775-8691 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00 PM 

Sunday Mass: 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM 
Weekday Masses: MLK Chapel 
Mon., Tues., Wed., Thurs., 12:10 PM 

 Holy Day Masses: 
Vigil Mass: 7:00 PM and 12:10 PM 

 
There was a man sent from God whose name was John.  He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so 

that through him all might believe.  He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.  

John 1:6-8 

December 17, 2023 

This Week’s Prayer 

Lord, I want to understand more about you and 

grow in my journey Jesus. Give me an open mind and 

heart to learn what you want me to know and to go 

where you want me to go. Teach me in ways that I 

will be able to teach others. Give me a desire for the 

Word. Amen.  

 On this Third Sunday of Advent in Year B, we have a unique opportunity to identify the role that all persons 

of faith are called to by God. Each one of us who has heard the words of this text have seen the importance of 

John’s witness to Jesus. Like John, God commissions us to bear witness to the Messiah, Jesus Christ, the one who 

has come in the flesh, the one who is here with us, and the one who will come again in his reign as Lord of all. In 

this, there is no greater witness to the truth of God’s work of salvation. 

 John’s role is to make straight the way to the one who comes as the Messiah, and he does this 

through his identity in the role given him by God. He is simply the witness to the one whom God has sent. 
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Mass Readings 
December 17th - December 24th 

Sunday 

Third Sunday of Advent 

Is 61:1-2a, 10-11; Luke 1; 1 Thes 5:16-24                                           

Gospel: Jn 1:6-8, 19-28 

 Monday 

Jer 23:5-8; Psalm 72 

Gospel: Mt 1:18-25 

Tuesday 

Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Psalm 71 

Gospel Lk 1:5-25 

Wednesday 

Is 7:10-14; Psalm 24                                                   

Gospel: Lk 1:26-38 

 Thursday 

Sg 2:8-14; Psalm 33                                                       

Gospel: Lk 1:39-45 

Friday 

1 Sm 1:24-28; 1 Samuel 2  

Gospel: Lk 1:46-56 

Saturday 

Mal 3:1-4, 23-24; Psalm 25                                         

Gospel: Lk 1:57-66                                                    

Sunday 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Psalm 89; Rom 16:25-27                                           

Gospel: Lk 1:26-38 

Father Thomas F. Clark, S. J. 

Happy Birthday 

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 
Please take note of the Christmas Mass schedule as it is different from previous years. 

DECEMBER 23-24: FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT: 4:00 PM (Saturday Vigil) and 9:00 AM Sunday morning.  
ONLY ONE MASS SUNDAY MORNING. 
DECEMBER 24: CHRISTMAS EVE: 4:00 PM Christmas Vigil Mass, 8:00 PM Mass During the Night in Candlelight 
DECEMBER 25: CHRISTMAS MORNING: 9:00 AM 
DECEMBER 30-31: Regular weekend Mass schedule: 4 PM, 8 AM, 10:30 AM 
DECEMBER 31: New Year’s Eve: Vigil Mass at 4:00 PM (incorporating elements of a Night Watch to celebrate the 160 
Anniversary of the Emancipation Proclamation. 
JANUARY 1, 2024: New Year’s Day: 9:00 AM 

SUSAN AKUJOBI 12/17 

QUENTASHA CRUMP 12/17 

CATHERINE FLENTROY 12/17 

JOAN GARNER 12/17 

EDWINA THOMAS 12/17 

SARAH CALHOUN 12/18 

MARCUS DOUCET 12/18 

JOSEPH PATIN. III 12/18 

SYMIL LEDOUX 12/19 

CHAVELLE MARTIN 12/19 

STEVE NOBLE 12/19 

AARON WARD 12/19 

REBECCA COX 12/20 

DESMOND HONORE 12/20 

NICHOLAS CLOYD 12/21 

MALAYSIA FOWLER 12/21 

TIERANY FOWLER 12/21 

TIMOTHY FOWLER 12/21 

PYTHAGORAS MONTGOMERY 12/21 

BRANDEN PORCHE, SR. 12/21 

KENDRICK SLAN, SR. 12/21 

JASON WILSON 12/21 

ERICKA  PATRICK 12/22 

JOYCE WALKER 12/22 

LOYCE WILLIAMS 12/22 

TREMEL WILLIAMS 12/23 

GAUDETE SUNDAY-REJOICE! 
This weekend, December 16-17, is the Third Sunday of Advent also known as Gaudete Sunday.  Gaudete is a 
Latin word that means “Rejoice!” We rejoice because the Lord is near. The liturgical color of Gaudete Sunday is 
pink or rose—a lighter shade of purple to signify our joy. Notice how many times the word “joy” appears in the 
Scripture readings and prayers of today’s Mass. 

 
ANOINTING OF THE SICK THIS AFTERNOON 

We will celebrate the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick this afternoon (Sunday, December 17) at 2:00 PM. If 
you are experiencing any kind of illness, come and receive this sacrament of healing for the body, mind, and spirit. 
Following the anointing, please come join us at the Christmas party. 
 

PARISH CHRISTMAS PARTY 
Mr. and Mrs. Claus and their workshop elves invite all believers of all ages to join them today---Sunday, 
December 17---at 3:00 PM in the Parish Activity Center for cookies, hot chocolate, picture taking with the 
Clauses, and the Polar Express Story Time. 

 
THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

We will celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession)  this Wednesday, December 20, at 6:00 PM. Fr. 
Arockiam, Fr. Josh Johnson, Fr. Kammer and Fr. Clark will be available for individual confession after a brief 
prayer service. Please take advantage of this grace-filled opportunity to lay down your burden and be reconciled 
to God and his people. 
 

NEW YEAR’S EVE HOLY HOUR 
On Sunday, December 31, at 2:30 PM we will have a Holy Hour in the presence of Jesus in the 
Eucharist. This will give us an opportunity to reflect upon the blessings of 2023 and look forward 
with hope and trust to 2024. The Vigil Mass will follow at 4:00 PM with a special commemoration 
of the 160th Anniversary of the Emancipation Proclamation. Plan to set aside some quiet time with 
the Lord as we celebrate the end of a year and the beginning of another. 

Christmas is for giving and for showing that we care, for hon-
oring the Christ Child with the loving gifts we share. 
 
The wise men gave of riches, the shepherds, faith and love, 
each gift, in its own measure, was smiled on from above. 
 
Let every gift be treasured, not always size or price determines 
the extent of love and willing sacrifice. 
 
Handsome gifts with festive trim brings smiles of sweet con-
tent, but modest gifts of humble means are often heaven sent. 
 
Whether it be large or small each gift will share in part, 
the message of true Christmas joy if given from the heart! 


