
Sacraments 
RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION): 
Saturdays 3:00 PM and by appointment. 
BAPTISMS: To arrange and prepare for the celebration of Baptism, 
please call the Pastor to schedule an appointment. Baptisms are usually 
celebrated on Sunday afternoon. 
FUNERAL: Please call the parish as soon as possible to make 
arrangements for the Mass of Christian Burial. 
VISITING THE SICK: If you or a family member are sick or in the 
hospital, please call the parish so that a pastoral visit can be arranged. 
The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick may be celebrated in the 
parish before hospitalization. Please call also to arrange for a 
Eucharistic minister to bring Communion to the sick. If you would like to 
request prayers for someone who is sick, please call the parish so that 
the name may be placed in the bulletin. 
MARRIAGES: Preparation must begin at least six months prior to the 
wedding. Please make arrangements with the parish before scheduling 
the reception. 
ANNULMENTS/CONVALIDATION: Please arrange a meeting with the 
Pastor to begin the process of celebrating your marriage in the Church. 
NEW PARISHIONERS: Catholics who would like to be registered as 
parishioners of Immaculate Conception and receive stewardship 
envelopes should call the parish secretary or fill out a form in the 
vestibule of the church. 
RCIA: Adults who desire to explore the possibility of becoming a 
member of the Catholic Church should contact the RCIA (Rite for the 
Christian  Initiation of Adults) team. Preparation usually begins in 
September and Baptism or Reception is celebrated at the next Easter 
Vigil. 
TUITION ASSISTANCE: Some financial aid for tuition assistance to 
Catholic schools is available to registered members of the parish. This is 
a one time grant of no more than $1,000.00 to needy families to assist 
them during a time of financial crisis. Eligible families should write a 
letter to the Pastor who will evaluate the request with the Financial 
Advisory Committee. 

To Whom Do We Go 
Adult Formation: Lovenia Watson.....................................778-1977 
Altar Servers: Bradley DeRouen …................218-8292 / 284-5970 
Child Protection Coord:..............................................Andrea Toles 
Eucharistic Ministers: Beulah Decuir……………..............229-6076 
Gospel Choir/Adult: Daphne Alex…………………............936-4051 
Gospel Choir/Youth: Tara Winder ………………..............428-5981 
Hall Rental: Juliet Betts…………………………….............775-7067 
Ministry Council/Chair: Georgia Jenkins…………............775-5824 
Pantry/Food and Vouchers: ………………………............774-3661 
Sacristan: Rogers Jackson, Jr. .……………………..........362-0907 
Traditional Choir: Theresa Carmen................................  921-7315 
Usher’s Coordinator: Walter Ennis……………….....(504)427-6459 

A Prayer for Christmas 
  Almighty God, grant that the new birth of your Son in the flesh redeems us from the old slavery under the 

yoke of sin, so we may receive him with joy as our Redeemer, and that when  he comes to judge we may see Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, forever and ever. Amen. 

 This Week’s Prayer 
 Dear God, sometimes I get too caught in the Christ-

mas commercialism. OK, a lot of times. Today, I’m going to 

refocus my heart and remember why I’m celebrating this 

wonderful day in the first place. I’m celebrating Jesus to-

day…and every day! In Jesus’ name, Amen.   

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD                                                     
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Mass Readings 
December 25th - January 1st 

Sunday 

Christmas Day 

The Nativity of the Lord 

Is 9:1-6; Psalms 96; Titus 2:11-14                                         

Gospel: Lk 2:1-14 

Monday 

Feast of Saint Stephen 

Acts 6:8-10, 7:54-59; Psalms 31 

Gospel: Mt 10:17-22 

Tuesday 

Feast of Saint John 

1 John 1:1-4; Psalms 97 

Gospel: Jn 20:1a and 2--8 

Wednesday 

Feast of The Holy Innocents 

1 John 1:5--2:2; Psalms 124                                                 

Gospel: Mt 2:13-18 

 Thursday 

1 Jn 2:3-11; Psalms 96                                                    

Gospel: Luke 2:22-35 

Friday 

Feast of The Holy Family of Jesus, 

Mary and Joseph 

Sir 3:2-6, 12-14; Psalms 128 

Gospel: Mt 2:13-15, 19-23 

Saturday 

New Year’s Eve 

1 Jn 2:18-21; Psalms 96 

 Gospel: Jn 1:1-18                                                   

Sunday 

The Octave Day of Christmas 

Solemnity of The Blessed Virgin Mary,                         

The Mother of God 

Nm 6:22-27; Psalms 67; Gal 4:4-7                                         

Gospel: Lk 2:16-21 

Happy Birthday 

Father Thomas F. Clark, S. J. 
NOELLE CLOYD 12/25 

GLORIA  BURRELL 12/26 

KIMBERLY LEWIS 12/26 

KAIDEN COMBS 12/27 

KYRI HOOKS 12/27 

INGA KING 12/27 

MELISSA SMITH 12/27 

ERIC STIEFF 12/27 

DAJON TRUDELL 12/27 

CATHY GLOVER 12/28 

LARRY KNIGHT, JR. 12/28 

SENTORIA FOSTER 12/29 

TINA JORDAN 12/29 

SANDRA WILLIAMS 12/29 

RICHARD DORSEY 12/30 

KYLE RIDEAU 12/30 

JERMONE SAMPSON, JR. 12/30 

ANNETTE PAUL 12/31 

LAYLA RICHARD 12/31 

CORNEL SIMS 12/31 

BRENNA VITAL 12/31 

THE CHRISTMAS STAR: A MEDITATION 
 Imagine that it is a beautiful Christmas Eve. You decide you need some space and 
fresh air, so you go for a walk by yourself. Imagine yourself walking along. Snow is falling 
gently, and the flakes float down lazily, resting on your cheeks and eyelashes. You scuff 
your feet as you walk cutting a new trail in the snow. It feels good to be alone. The still-
ness of the night seems to still your mind and your heart. Silent night, holy night, you 
think, humming the ancient melody softly in your mind. Continue this imaginary evening 
walk, sensing as deeply as you can the calm and peace of the true Christmas spirit. (Pause) 
  
 You’ve been so lost in your thought you haven’t paid much attention to where you 
were going. Suddenly you realize that you’ve left the city behind. You look around, trying 
to get your bearings. You see that you are out in the countryside, walking through gently 
rolling hills. It has stopped snowing and the sky is filled with stars. You look up into the 
sky. The stars are magnificent! One star in particular captures your attention. It’s shaped 
like something of a cross, and it glows with a long trail of light that seems to reach all the 
way to earth. You think this is crazy; this is not the first century. This is Louisiana, not 
Bethlehem. But you follow the star anyway; more out of curiosity than anything else, just 
to see where it will take you. And sure enough, the star leads you across the field to a little 
cave in the side of the hill. You’re beginning to feel shy now, wondering what you’ll say to 
Mary and Joseph if you find them in the cave. But as you near the cave, it appears to be 
empty and dark. You look again at your star. Yes, it’s still pointing to this cave. You fol-
low the star with your eyes. It moves slowly down the sky and right into the empty cave.   
The star fills every corner of the cave with light. You enter the cave cautiously. Every-
thing is here the way you remember it from your childhood Christmas books—the stable, 
the manger, the straw—but no animals and no Holy Family. The star hovers like a gentle 
light over the empty manger. You have a sense that something mysterious and holy is 
taking place. Somehow, God seems to be here in that cave with you. And then you realize 
that the empty cave is really your heart and that the star is God, waiting to be invited in. 
Slowly, almost fearfully, you open your arms to the star, knowing that you are opening 
your life to God. You feel the light of the star flooding over you. You are in the light, and 
the light is in you. Your heart is filled with the gentle presence of God. (Pause.) 
  
 Spend the next few moments with Jesus, the first Christmas star, the one whose 
name is Emmanuel, God-with-us. God is with you. Try to let the mystery penetrate your 
mind. God is with you. God lives in your heart. You are the Christmas star. Know that 
the light of God’s love is filling your whole being, flooding your mind, your body, and 
your heart. (Pause.) 
  
 Think now of what it means to be a star. You have a job to do. There is a dark 
world out there that needs the light of God’s love. Imagine yourself leaving the cave be-
hind and walking out into the night, back across the field toward home. Imagine the real 
world to which you will be returning—your family, your friendship groups, your school 
or work place. How can you bring the light of God to the people in that world? How can 
you bring true Christmas peace to your loved ones, your friends, your acquaintances? 
(Pause.) 
  
 As you imagine yourself getting close to home, remember that God is with you. 
God so loved the world that he sent his only Son. Today, God so loves the world that he 
sends you. Ask Jesus to be with you to help you to be a Christmas star. 
by Sr. Kieran Sawyer, SSND-- Ave Maria Press 

CHRISTMAS BLESSINGS 
As we enter the Christmas season, we thank those who 
have made our church celebrations so comforting and 
enjoyable.  We thank Andrea Toles and Cassandra 
Broussard for coordinating our Advent Giving Tree and 
for all who bought gifts or made donations to bring 
Christmas cheer to others.  We thank the Hospitality 

Crewe for a delightful Christmas brunch last Saturday.  We thank 
the Knights for their Christmas party on December 18.  Thank 
you to Walterine Whitfield and the Beautification Committee for 
decorating our sanctuary so beautifully as they always do.  Thank 
you to the Claver Family, Traditional, and Gospel Choirs for their 
music ministry for us. Thank you to all who in so many ways con-
tribute to the peace and joy of our church family.  May we be 
blessed at Christmas and in the New Year. 

 

MASSES ON                                                                                       
DECEMBER 31, 2022  AND JANUARY 1, 2023 

We celebrate the Solemnity of Mary the Mother of 
God on New Year’s Day.  Mass will be celebrated on 
Saturday at 4:00 PM and Sunday morning at 8:00 AM 
and 10:30 AM.  Let us begin the New Year, thanking 
God to see a New Year! 


