
Sacraments 
RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION): 
Saturdays 3:00 PM and by appointment. 
BAPTISMS: To arrange and prepare for the celebration of Baptism, 
please call the Pastor to schedule an appointment. Baptisms are usually 
celebrated on Sunday afternoon. 
FUNERAL: Please call the parish as soon as possible to make 
arrangements for the Mass of Christian Burial. 
VISITING THE SICK: If you or a family member are sick or in the 
hospital, please call the parish so that a pastoral visit can be arranged. 
The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick may be celebrated in the 
parish before hospitalization. Please call also to arrange for a 
Eucharistic minister to bring Communion to the sick. If you would like to 
request prayers for someone who is sick, please call the parish so that 
the name may be placed in the bulletin. 
MARRIAGES: Preparation must begin at least six months prior to the 
wedding. Please make arrangements with the parish before scheduling 
the reception. 
ANNULMENTS/CONVALIDATION: Please arrange a meeting with the 
Pastor to begin the process of celebrating your marriage in the Church. 
NEW PARISHIONERS: Catholics who would like to be registered as 
parishioners of Immaculate Conception and receive stewardship 
envelopes should call the parish secretary or fill out a form in the 
vestibule of the church. 
RCIA: Adults who desire to explore the possibility of becoming a 
member of the Catholic Church should contact the RCIA (Rite for the 
Christian  Initiation of Adults) team. Preparation usually begins in 
September and Baptism or Reception is celebrated at the next Easter 
Vigil. 
TUITION ASSISTANCE: Some financial aid for tuition assistance to 
Catholic schools is available to registered members of the parish. This is 
a one time grant of no more than $1,000.00 to needy families to assist 
them during a time of financial crisis. Eligible families should write a 
letter to the Pastor who will evaluate the request with the Financial 
Advisory Committee. 

To Whom Do We Go 
Adult Formation: Lovenia Watson.....................................778-1977 

  Child Protection Coord: Andrea Toles.....................(504)491-6556 
Eucharistic Ministers: Beulah Decuir……………..............229-6076 
Gospel Choir/Adult: Daphne Alex…………………............936-4051 
Gospel Choir/Youth: Tara Winder ………………..............428-5981 
Hall Rental: Juliet Betts…………………………….............775-7067 
Ministry Council/Chair: Georgia Jenkins…………............775-5824 
Pantry/Food and Vouchers: ………………………............774-3661 
Sacristan: Rogers Jackson, Jr. .……………………..........362-0907 
Traditional Choir: Deadra James Mackie...........................772-3401 
Usher’s Coordinator: Walter Ennis………………......(504)427-6459 
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Immaculate Conception Catholic Church 
1565 Curtis Street - Baton Rouge, LA 70807 

Office Phone: (225) 775-7067 - Information: (225) 775-7062 
Fax: (225) 775-0775 - Email: clarktf2002@yahoo.com 
Web Site Address: www.immaculateconceptionbr.org 

Immaculate Conception Church is a Black Catholic Church 
serving the family of God and feeding the soul of the Community. 

 
PASTOR: Father Thomas F. Clark, S.J. ....................(225) 775-7067/(225) 773-2036 
IN RESIDENCE: Father Fred Kammer, S.J. ......................................(225) 774-3241 
SECRETARY: Juliet Betts .......................................................................(225) 775-7067 
PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION: 
   COORDINATOR: Gloria DeRouen ...................................................(225) 936-8162 
   ASSISTANT TO COORDINATOR: Stephanie Yearby ..................(214) 881-5663 
RCIA COORDINATOR: Cathy Glover ..............................................(225) 772-6099 
MLK/SU CATHOLIC STUDENT CENTER: 
Joyce Johnson - Wilfred Johnson ..............................................................(225) 775-8691 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00 PM 

Sunday Mass: 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM 
Weekday Masses: MLK Chapel 
Mon., Tues., Wed., Thurs., 12:10 PM 

 Holy Day Masses: 
Vigil Mass: 7:00 PM and 12:10 PM 

Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not know when the time will come.  It is like a man going on a journey, when 

he leaves home and puts his servants in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to stay 

awake.  Therefore stay awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at 

midnight, or when the rooster crows, or in the morning.  

Mark 13: 33-36 

December 3, 2023 

This Week’s Prayer 

Father let us not forget that we were once lost. That 

the saving grace that covers us can and will cover 

others. May we be slow to get angry or judge others 

who do not know you as their Savior. Allow our 

words and actions to show them your love and light. 

Amen. 

 In the season of Advent we prepare ourselves to meet the Lord, who came, who is coming and who will 

come at the end of time. It is a time of joy and hope. On this first Sunday we are called to reflect on the need we 

have for God to save us and to ask him to come and fill us with his grace: 

 “Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down” (1st reading). Saint Paul reminds us that it is part of being 

a Christian to “wait for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ ” (2nd reading), of which we do not know the day or the 

hour. That is why we have to watch in prayer, without falling asleep (Gospel). 

 Watch, for you do not know when the Lord of the house will come. While the return of Christ takes place, the 

whole life of the believer must be dignified in fidelity and constant vigilance.  
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Mass Readings 
December 3rd - December 10th 

Sunday 

First Sunday of Advent 

Is 63: 16B-17, 19B; 64:2-7; Psalm 80; 1 Cor 1:3-9                                           

Gospel: Mk 13:33-37 

 Monday 

Is 2:1-5; Psalm 122 

Gospel: Mt 8:5-11 

Tuesday 

Is 11:1-10; Psalm 72 

Gospel Lk 10:21-24 

Wednesday 

Is 25:6-10a; Psalm 23                                                   

Gospel: Mt 15:29-37 

 Thursday 

Is 26:1-6; Psalm 118                                                       

Gospel: Mt 7:21, 24-27 

Friday 

Solemnity of The Immaculate Conception of 

The Blessed Virgin Mary 

Gn 3:9-15, 20; Psalm 98; Eph 1:3-6, 11-12  

Gospel: Lk 1:26-38 

Saturday 

Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Psalm 147                                         

Gospel: Mt 9:35--10:1, 5a, 6-8                                                    

Sunday 

Second Sunday of Advent 

Is 40:1-5, 9-11; Psalm 85; 2Pt 3:8-14                                           

Gospel: Mk 1: 1-8 

Father Thomas F. Clark, S. J. 

Happy Birthday 

RITA BARTHELEMY 12/3 

TANISHA GLOVER 12/3 

TEDRICK NIXON 12/3 

JODI SLAN 12/3 

TRINITY  SMITH 12/3 

NZINGA BERRY 12/4 

MICHELE BURBANK 12/4 

THOMAS  HIVES, JR. 12/4 

CHRISTI HODGE 12/4 

PRISCILLA BRADLEY 12/5 

JAMES  BROWN 12/5 

BRADLEY DEROUEN, SR. 12/5 

CHRISTOPHER HUNT, JR. 12/5 

JACQUELINE MARSELLUS 12/5 

ANTHONY MORGAN, SR. 12/5 

GENIEVA RICHARD 12/5 

GLORIA THOMAS 12/5 

MADISON VITAL 12/5 

EARLINE WILLIAMS 12/5 

HUNTER WILLIAMS 12/5 

NOEL CHRISTY 12/6 

VIOLA FABRE 12/6 

ANN FENELON 12/6 

PAT HIVES 12/6 

PAMELA  HONORE 12/6 

REESE JONES 12/6 

STEPHANIE PRICE 12/6 

MICHAEL WILSON 12/6 

IAN CLOUDET 12/7 

ANDREA VANCE 12/7 

MARY  WASHINGTON 12/7 

THEA BURCHELL 12/8 

VIOLA DARGIN 12/8 

GLORIA MEYERS 12/8 

DREXELL FINLEY 12/9 

LEOLA DARGIN 12/9 

JOYCE LEDUFF 12/9 

AKEYLIAH OLIVER 12/9 

CHANZA VEAL 12/9 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY 
Thank you for your generosity to the support of our parish and our recent special collections.  Our Sunday 
Offertory is up 14% over last year. Thank you for answering my appeal to increase, even slightly, your regular 
offering. We collected $2,100.00 for the missionary appeal on November 4-5. We collected $1,067.00 for the 
support of the ministry at MLK.  Please do all that you can to keep up your support. As you know, prices are 

high especially for utilities, food, and repairs. 

ADVENT 2023 
We begin the season of Advent  Sunday, December 3.  Advent is the season of joyful waiting for the coming of the Lord. We 
remember his birth; we are vigilant for his coming into our life each day; and we live in joyful expectation of his return in 
glory. 

We will observe Advent with the following resources and activities: 
The Gospel of Luke in December: Starting December 1, read a chapter of  Luke a day. You will finish reading the Gospel 
on December 24. On Christmas Day, you will know whose birthday it is and why we celebrate his birth. 
Little Blue Books: page a day devotional available in the foyer 
70th Church Anniversary: Sunday, December 10, a simple celebration at the Masses of our anniversary of the                                         
church’s dedication in 1953 
Anointing of the Sick: Sunday, December 17 at 2:00 PM 
Parish Christmas Party with Mr. and Mrs. Claus: Sunday, December 17 
Reconciliation (Confession): Wednesday, December 20, at 6:00 PM 

ADVENT GIVING TREE 
Please join in our annual Advent Tree to provide gifts for residents of a nursing home, an adult group home, a 
group home for girls caught in human trafficking, and school children. Take an ornament from the tree, pur- 
chase and gift wrap the present, attach the identifying label. Please return to the Ministry Building or Church by 
Sunday, December 10. Or you may donate $25-30 via the Sunday collection, or We Share and one of Santa’s 
elves will purchase the gift for you.  If you choose this method, DO NOT take an ornament from the tree.  
Thank you for your generosity. 

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 
Please take note of the Christmas Mass schedule as it is different from previous years. 

DECEMBER 23-24: FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT: 4:00 PM (Saturday Vigil) and 9:00 AM Sunday morning.  
ONLY ONE MASS SUNDAY MORNING. 
DECEMBER 24: CHRISTMAS EVE: 4:00 PM Christmas Vigil Mass, 8:00 PM Mass During the Night in Candlelight 
DECEMBER 25: CHRISTMAS MORNING: 9:00 AM 
DECEMBER 30-31: Regular weekend Mass schedule: 4 PM, 8 AM, 10:30 AM 
DECEMBER 31: New Year’s Eve: Vigil Mass at 4:00 PM (incorporating elements of a Night Watch to celebrate the 160 
Anniversary of the Emancipation Proclamation. 
JANUARY 1, 2024: New Year’s Day: 9:00 AM 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION - HOLY DAY 
Friday, December 8 is the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of Mary, a holy day of obligation and the 
patronal feast of our parish church. Mass will be celebrated on the Vigil, December 7, at 7:00 PM in the church 
and on the holy day, December 8, at the MLK Catholic Student Center at 12:10 PM. 

NEW YEAR’S EVE HOLY HOUR 
On Sunday, December 31 at 2:30-
3:30 PM, there will be a Holy Hour 
with the Blessed Sacrament exposed 
in the monstrance to give us the op-
portunity to reflect on the blessings 
and challenges of 2023 and look for-

ward with hope to the blessings and challenges of 
2024. The Vigil Mass will follow at 4:00 PM with its 
special commemoration for the 160th Anniversary of 
the Emancipation Proclamation. Plan to reserve some 
quiet time with the Lord as we celebrate the end of a 
year and the beginning of another. 


