THIS WEEK IN BLACK HISTORY
Norman Lewis

Self-Portrait (1939)

Meeting Place (1941)

Umbrella (1938)

Girl with Yellow Hat (1936)

Police Beating (1943)

Norman Lewis was an influential Harlem painter whose work helped innovate the abstract expressionist style he was best known
for. Lewis didn’t achieve mainstream fame for a variety of reasons but never geared his work to secure commercial success or critical adoration.
Born Norman Wilfred Lewis in Harlem, New York to Bermudan parents, Lewis began painting as a young man. In the 30s he found
opportunities to showcase his work. Influenced heavily by Black sculptor and Harlem Renaissance figure Agatha Savage, Lewis began
working in the “360” art group, and the Harlem Artists Guild.
Like other Black artists of his era, Lewis used his work to reflect the frustrations of racial inequality of the time. He was especially
critical of America’s role in World War II and found it hypocritical that Black soldiers worked to take down Adolf Hitler only to face widespread racism back at home.
In the 40s, Lewis began working more in the abstract style, alienating some of his peers. Despite the criticism, his work would win
several awards over the years. His “Migrating Birds” piece from 1954 won the Popular Prize at the 1955 Carnegie International Exhibition.
The piece is considered one of his best known works.
Lewis’ art didn’t sell as well like his fellow Abstract Expressionist painters, but he remained true to the genre. He was part of the SPIRAL art group that included famed painters Romare Bearden and Hale Woodruff, among others. Lewis supported himself and his family by
teaching art in his later years, but in 1975, he received a Guggenheim Fellowship. Lewis died unexpectedly in the summer of 1979.

Sacraments

RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION):
Saturdays 3:00 PM and by appointment.
BAPTISMS: To arrange and prepare for the celebration of Baptism,
please call the Pastor to schedule an appointment. Baptisms are usually
celebrated on Sunday afternoon.
FUNERAL: Please call the parish as soon as possible to make
arrangements for the Mass of Christian Burial.
VISITING THE SICK: If you or a family member are sick or in the
hospital, please call the parish so that a pastoral visit can be arranged.
The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick may be celebrated in the
parish before hospitalization. Please call also to arrange for a
Eucharistic minister to bring Communion to the sick. If you would like to
request prayers for someone who is sick, please call the parish so that
the name may be placed in the bulletin.
MARRIAGES: Preparation must begin at least six months prior to the
wedding. Please make arrangements with the parish before scheduling
the reception.
ANNULMENTS/CONVALIDATION: Please arrange a meeting with the
Pastor to begin the process of celebrating your marriage in the Church.
NEW PARISHIONERS: Catholics who would like to be registered as
parishioners of Immaculate Conception and receive stewardship
envelopes should call the parish secretary or fill out a form in the
vestibule of the church.
RCIA: Adults who desire to explore the possibility of becoming a
member of the Catholic Church should contact the RCIA (Rite for the
Christian Initiation of Adults) team. Preparation usually begins in
September and Baptism or Reception is celebrated at the next Easter
Vigil.
TUITION ASSISTANCE: Some financial aid for tuition assistance to
Catholic schools is available to registered members of the parish. This is
a one time grant of no more than $1,000.00 to needy families to assist
them during a time of financial crisis. Eligible families should write a
letter to the Pastor who will evaluate the request with the Financial
Advisory Committee.

To Whom Do We Go

Adult Formation: Lovenia Watson.....................................778-1977
Altar Servers: Bradley DeRouen …................218-8292 / 284-5970
Child Protection Coord:..............................................Andrea Toles
Eucharistic Ministers: Beulah Decuir……………..............229-6076
Gospel Choir/Adult: Daphne Alex…………………............936-4051
Gospel Choir/Youth: Tara Winder ………………..............428-5981
Hall Rental: Juliet Betts…………………………….............775-7067
Ministry Council/Chair: Georgia Jenkins…………............775-5824
Ministry to the Sick: Gene Decuir…………………............229-6076
Pantry/Food and Vouchers: ………………………............774-3661
Sacristan: Rogers Jackson, Jr. .……………………..........362-0907
Traditional Choir: Theresa Carmen................................ 921-7315
Usher’s Coordinator: Walter Ennis………………..............775-7332

This Week’s Prayer
O God of rest and rejuvenation, guide me to
find ways to let your nurturing reach me. I need to be
healthy and well rested in order to provide, lead, and
inspire. Amen.
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Happy Birthday
Father Thomas F. Clark, S. J.
FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION ON FEBRUARY 7
There will be an extended time of Eucharistic Adoration on Friday, February 7.
Mass will be celebrated in the church (instead
of MLK Chapel) at 12:10 PM. The Blessed
Sacrament will be exposed for adoration until
7:00 PM. Please sign up in the folder in the
foyer of the church to spend an hour in quiet and prayer with
the Lord. Parish ministries and organizations may want to
come as a group to pray. Our goal is to have at least two persons in the church from 1:00 PM to 7:00 PM.
PARISH MINISTRY FAIR NEXT WEEKEND
Please plan to come to the Activity Center after Mass next weekend, February 8-9 for our Parish Ministry Fair. Visit the tables of parish
ministries and organizations as they
invite you to become a member. This is also an opportunity
for fellowship and socializing. There will be snacks and door
prizes. Please get your photo taken for our parish directory.
Update your contact information.
BISHOP’S APPEAL
Please consider a donation to the Bishop’s Appeal. Bishop Duca has said that he
would like to use some of the funds generated to support campus ministry. This would
include the MLK Catholic Student Center.
An increase in diocesan funding would help
MLK greatly to make improvements in the building and to increase
our outreach and service to students. Donation envelopes were sent
to you in the mail and are also available in the foyer of the church.
They should be mailed directly to the Diocese.

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
Sunday, February 23, 2020 - 2:00 PM
St. Thomas More Church, 11441 Goodwood Blvd. B.R. La. 70815
Bishop Michael Duca, Celebrant of the Mass
Honoring couples on their 25th, 50th, and 65th or greater wedding anniversary. The families of the honored couples
are also invited to attend the liturgy and the reception afterward at the STM Activity Center. Registration forms are located in the back of the church. Please mail or fax the form to
the address below.
2020 - 25th & 50th Anniversary Celebration
Marriage & Family Life Office
P.O. Box 2028
Baton Rouge, La. 70821
FAX: 225-336-8731
The deadline for sending in the completed form is Thurs., February 6, 2020.

Black History Month is an annual celebration of achievements by African Americans and a time for recognizing their
central role in the history of the United States, and in our communities. The origins of Black History month began in 1915
with historian Carter G. Woodson and Rev. Jesse E. Moorland
when they founded the Association for the Study of Negro Life
and History (ASNLH), an organization dedicated to researching
and celebration achievements and contributions by Black
Americans and other peoples of African descent. Since 1976
every U.S. President has officially designated the month of February as Black History Month.
WALKING WARRIORS HEALTH
AND WELLNESS MINISTRY
HEALTHY TIDBIT: February is promoted as
National Children’s Dental Health Month by the
American Dental Association (ADA). This year’s
national campaign slogan is “Fluoride in water prevents
cavities! Get it from the tap!” The ADA recommends the
following: 1) Brush your teeth for two minutes twice a day with a fluoride toothpaste. 2) Floss between your teeth every day. 3) Whenever
possible, drink tap water because it contains fluoride which prevents
cavities. 4) Eat a healthy diet that limits sugary beverages and snacks
which can cause cavities. 5) See your dentist regularly each year for
prevention and treatment of oral disease. As added measures of protection and prevention: do not smoke cigarettes or chew tobacco because they can cause gum disease, tooth loss and mouth or throat cancer. It’s never too late to change your attitude and habits about maintaining good oral health. Besides, if you’re not good to your teeth, they
will be false to you! ada.org

THE SOCIETY OF SAINT VINCENT DePAUL
The Society of Saint Vincent DePaul at Immaculate Conception will be collecting items from parishioners to distribute
to the homeless shelters in the Baton Rouge area. We will be
collecting items in the Activity Center on February 9th during
the Parish Ministry Fair. The shelters are in need of the following items:
 Personal Hygiene items (toothpaste, toothbrush, soap and deodorant)
 Towels (various sizes)
 Twin sheet set
 Socks (Children and adult sizes)
Additionally, we are recruiting new members to join our
society; applications are available in the back of the church and
in the Activity Center.

JOSEPH
RACHAEL
DARREN
CALVIN
TYLER
MAYA
STEPHEN
PHYLLIS
HOWARD
CALVIN
BETTY
JENNIFER
SHERONDA
EVANGELYN
JANICE
STELLA
RICHARD
GLORIA
JANET
MARIE
ASHLEIGH
KEVIN
SEAN
LANDEN
CHRISTINA
LATASHA
AUDREY
LOIS
EDWARD
TAKIYAH
CANDICE
JOYCE
CHARLOTTE
GEORGE
CARLA
PAUL
FREDERICK
MARY
GERALD
BELLA
KORY
RUBEN
GLORIA
CAROLINE
VANTRINETTE

CARMEN
DEROUEN
LONDON
THIERRY
NAVARRE
URBINA
ANDERSON
BROUSSARD
JOHNSON
MCCLINTON
McGEE
MONTGOMERY
SOLOMON
CLARK
DUPUY
LOCKMAN
MATTHEW, JR.
PATIN
RAMI
BROWN
BUTLER
DOMINGUE
DOMINGUE
GREGORY
HAYNES
JACKSON
MORRIS
SAMS
SAMUEL
BEARD
BELLARD
COSEY
FINLEY
FLOYD
JONES
LAVIGNE
LEVY
NORWOOD
THOMAS
CRAIG
VAUGHN
BROWN
DYER
HUTCHINSON
WILLIAMS

2/2
2/2
2/2
2/2
2/2
2/2
2/3
2/3
2/3
2/3
2/3
2/3
2/3
2/4
2/4
2/4
2/4
2/4
2/4
2/5
2/5
2/5
2/5
2/5
2/5
2/5
2/5
2/5
2/5
2/6
2/6
2/6
2/6
2/6
2/6
2/6
2/6
2/6
2/6
2/7
2/7
2/8
2/8
2/8
2/8

Mass Readings
February 2nd- February 9th

Sunday
Feast of the Presentation of the Lord
Mal 3:1-4; Psalm 24; Heb. 2:14-18
Gospel: Lk 2:22-40
Monday
2 Sm 15:13-14, 30; 16:5-13; Psalm 3
Gospel: Mk 5:1-20
Tuesday
2 Sm 18:9-10, 14B, 24-25A, 30--19:3; Psalm 86
Gospel: Mk 5:21-43
Wednesday
2 Sm 24:2, 9-17; Psalm 32
Gospel: Mk 6:1-6
Thursday
1 Kings 2:1-4, 10-12; 1Chronicles 29
Gospel: Mk 6:7-13
Friday
Sir 47:2-11; Psalm 18
Gospel: Mk 6:14-29
Saturday
1 Kings 3:4-13; Psalm 119
Gospel: Mk 6:30-34
Sunday
Is 58:7-10; Psalm 112; 1 Cor. 2:1-5
Gospel: Matt. 5:13-16

SUGGESTIONS FOR LENT
Father Clark is asking parishioners for any suggestions
you may have to help us celebrate Lent. We will have our
customary devotions: Stations of the Cross, Prayer Partners,
and Little Black Books. You are invited to gather a small faith
sharing community to meet during Lent for shared prayer or
discussion. We will be suggesting a book for spiritual reading. Please share your ideas.

