
Sacraments 
RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION): 
Saturdays 3:00 PM and by appointment. 
BAPTISMS: To arrange and prepare for the celebration of Baptism, 
please call the Pastor to schedule an appointment. Baptisms are usually 
celebrated on Sunday afternoon. 
FUNERAL: Please call the parish as soon as possible to make 
arrangements for the Mass of Christian Burial. 
VISITING THE SICK: If you or a family member are sick or in the 
hospital, please call the parish so that a pastoral visit can be arranged. 
The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick may be celebrated in the 
parish before hospitalization. Please call also to arrange for a 
Eucharistic minister to bring Communion to the sick. If you would like to 
request prayers for someone who is sick, please call the parish so that 
the name may be placed in the bulletin. 
MARRIAGES: Preparation must begin at least six months prior to the 
wedding. Please make arrangements with the parish before scheduling 
the reception. 
ANNULMENTS/CONVALIDATION: Please arrange a meeting with the 
Pastor to begin the process of celebrating your marriage in the Church. 
NEW PARISHIONERS: Catholics who would like to be registered as 
parishioners of Immaculate Conception and receive stewardship 
envelopes should call the parish secretary or fill out a form in the 
vestibule of the church. 
RCIA: Adults who desire to explore the possibility of becoming a 
member of the Catholic Church should contact the RCIA (Rite for the 
Christian  Initiation of Adults) team. Preparation usually begins in 
September and Baptism or Reception is celebrated at the next Easter 
Vigil. 
TUITION ASSISTANCE: Some financial aid for tuition assistance to 
Catholic schools is available to registered members of the parish. This is 
a one time grant of no more than $1,000.00 to needy families to assist 
them during a time of financial crisis. Eligible families should write a 
letter to the Pastor who will evaluate the request with the Financial 
Advisory Committee. 

To Whom Do We Go 
Adult Formation: Lovenia Watson.....................................778-1977 
Altar Servers: Bradley DeRouen …................218-8292 / 284-5970 
Child Protection Coord:..............................................Andrea Toles 
Eucharistic Ministers: Beulah Decuir……………..............229-6076 
Gospel Choir/Adult: Daphne Alex…………………............936-4051 
Gospel Choir/Youth: Tara Winder ………………..............428-5981 
Hall Rental: Juliet Betts…………………………….............775-7067 
Ministry Council/Chair: Georgia Jenkins…………............775-5824 
Pantry/Food and Vouchers: ………………………............774-3661 
Sacristan: Rogers Jackson, Jr. .……………………..........362-0907 
Traditional Choir: Theresa Carmen................................  921-7315 
Usher’s Coordinator: Walter Ennis………………..............775-7332 

 This Week’s Prayer 

 Father, thank you for intervening in my life and 

allowing me to have a personal relationship with you. 

Thank you for your love for me today and forever.  

Thank you for the blessings you’ve given me and my 

family. Help us use those blessings to bless others. 

May I live a life of true joy as I see you at work 

around me today. Amen. 

THIS WEEK IN BLACK HISTORY 
Gwendolyn Elizabeth Brooks  

 Gwendolyn Elizabeth Brooks (June 7, 1917 – December 3, 2000) was an American poet, author, and teacher. Her 
work often dealt with the personal celebrations and struggles of ordinary people in her community. She won the Pulitzer Prize 
for Poetry on May 1, 1950, for Annie Allen, making her the first African American to receive a Pulitzer Prize.  
 Brooks published her first poem, "Eventide", in a children's magazine, American Childhood, when she was 13 years 
old. By the age of 16, she had already written and published approximately 75 poems. At 17, she started submitting her work 
to "Lights and Shadows," the poetry column of the Chicago Defender, an African-American newspaper. Her poems, many pub-
lished while she attended Wilson Junior College, ranged in style from traditional ballads and sonnets to poems us-
ing blues rhythms in free verse. In her early years, she received commendations on her poetic work and encouragement 
from James Weldon Johnson, Richard Wright and Langston Hughes. James Weldon Johnson sent her the first critique of her 
poems when she was only sixteen years old.  
 Throughout her prolific writing career, Brooks received many more honors. A lifelong resident of Chicago, she was ap-
pointed Poet Laureate of Illinois in 1968, a position she held until her death 32 years later. She was also named the Poet Lau-
reate Consultant in Poetry to the Library of Congress for the 1985–86 term. In 1976, she became the first African-American 
woman inducted into the American Academy of Arts and Letters.  
Gwendolyn Brooks died at her Chicago home on December 3, 2000, aged 83.  
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Mass Readings 
February 20th - February 27th 

Sunday 

1 Sm 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23; Psalms 103                                

1 Cor 15:45-49; Gospel: Lk 6:27-38                                                                     

Monday 

Jas 3:13-18; Psalms 19 

Gospel: Mk 9:14-29 

Tuesday 

Feast of The Chair of Saint Peter 

1 Pt 5:1-4; Psalm 23 

Gospel: Mt 16:13-19 

Wednesday 

Jas 4:13-17; Psalm 49                                                  

Gospel: Mk 9:38-40 

 Thursday 

Jas 5:1-6; Psalms 49 

 Gospel: Mk 9:41-50 

Friday 

Jas 5:9-12; Psalms 103 

Gospel: Mk 10:1-12  

Saturday 

Jas 5:13-20; Psalms 141 

 Gospel: Mk 10:13-16                                                 

Sunday 

Sir 27:4-7; Psalms 92; 1Cor 15:54-58                              

Gospel: Luke 6:39-45                                                                     

Father Thomas F. Clark, S. J. 

Happy Birthday 

HEALTHY TID BIT 
 Take "baby steps" and experiment with one new healthy recipe each week. Sometimes we get bored 
with the food we typically eat and that may cause us to gravitate towards unhealthy 
foods. healthline.com 

BATON ROUGE CATHOLICS AGAINST THE DEATH PENALTY 
 Fr. Chris Kellerman and the Jesuit Social Research Institute are helping to gather a group of 
Catholics to be part of an action group to show up at committee hearings on the death penalty 
during this year’s legislative session. If you would like to be part of this action group or to learn 
more about it, please contact Fr. Chris at ckellerman@jesuits.org 
 

LOOKING AHEAD TO ASH WEDENSDAY AND LENT 
 The season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, March 2, 2022.  On Ash Wednesday, 
we will celebrate Mass with the distribution of ashes at 7:30 AM, 12:10 PM and 7:00 PM in 
the church. There will be a prayer service with the distribution of ashes at the MLK Catholic 
Student Center at 5:00 PM.  

 If you would like to gather a group of family, friends or church members for a one day Lenten retreat, please 
let Father Clark know.  We will provide you with a booklet to guide your retreat day.  The retreat may take place 
at one of the group member’s home, virtually via Zoom, or here at the church.  You can arrange the day any way 
that is best for your group.  
 In place of the Rice Bowl, Father Clark is asking that we give the money that we save from our Lenten sacri-
fices to Sacred Heart Church in Lake Charles.  They are still struggling after the hurricanes damage in 2020 and 
have not received any significant FEMA or insurance money. We will label the Rice Bowls “Sacred Heart, Lake 
Charles” and collect them on Palm Sunday. 
 On Fridays of Lent, Father Clark will celebrate Mass at 5:15 PM followed by Stations of the Cross with Ex-
position of the Blessed Sacrament until 7:30 PM. This will give an extra opportunity to celebrate daily Mass and 
have some quiet, reflective time in the church 

MAKAYLIA ASKEW 2/20 

JUANITA RICHARD 2/20 

ZION STEWART 2/20 

ZANETTA AUGUSTINE 2/21 

LEROY POYDRAS 2/21 

STEPHEN BRISCO JR. 2/22 

ERIC TOLES 2/22 

JULIET BETTS 2/23 

BRYON JACKSON, JR. 2/23 

JANIYAH LEWIS 2/23 

TERRI WHITE 2/23 

STACEY RICHARDSON 2/24 

ELOYS SAMUELS 2/24 

JOHN TOUSSAINT 2/24 

CALLIA COX 2/25 

MARY JACKSON 2/25 

RUSSELL JARREAU 2/25 

QUINCY LEWIS 2/25 

MARLON PATIN 2/25 

MONIQUE BROOKS 2/26 

MAXINE DOUCETTE 2/26 

JOSEPH HANEY 2/26 

DOMINIQUE ROBINSON 2/26 

BEVERLY YEARBY 2/26 

THANK YOU FOR OUR SHOEBOX LUNCH COMMEMORATION 
 We want to thank all our parishioners who worked together to provide our Shoe Box Lunch Com-
memoration last weekend.  We enjoyed the exhibit in the Activity Center that will remain available for 
viewing until the end of the month and the delicious lunch snack that reminded us of the resiliency and 
determination of our elders. Thank you to Andrea Toles for coordinating it with the help of volunteers. 
For the exhibit, thank you to Michele Burbank, Sheila Duplechain DeRouen, and Elaine Sims.  For the 

shoebox lunch, thank you to Stephanie Price, Yvonne Jackson, Edwia Richardson, Aariell Martin, Selena Grant, 
Cynthia Doucette, Cassandra Broussard, and Kalli Gregory. 
 Father Chris Kellerman will share with us about the history of slavery, abolitionism, and the Catholic 
Church following the 10:30 AM Mass at 12:30 PM. 

 
LET’S CONTINUE TO WEAR MASKS 

 Father Clark asks that everyone attending Mass continue to wear a mask.  We want to 
provide the safest environment for all our parishioners and we want everyone to feel as safe 
as possible while in church.  We also want to encourage everyone to attend Mass in person 
and receive Holy Communion.  Thank you for your cooperation as we care for each other 
and do all that we can to stay healthy. 

SYNOD LISTENING SESSION                                        
FOR BLACK CATHOLICS 

Pope Francis has called for a worldwide church 
consultation on the need of the church, the Peo-
ple of God.  Archdioceses and dioceses through-
out the world are holding listening sessions.  The 
results of these sessions will be compiled and 
forwarded to Rome where a synod of bishops 
and church leaders will discern the ways in which 

the Spirit is urging the church forward.  This process is call 
synodality—a communal discernment of the call of the Lord 
to mission.  There will be a synod session for Black Catho-
lics on Thursday, March 17, from 6:00-8:00 PM at the Im-
maculate Conception Activity Center.  We expect Bishop 
Duca and Father Jamin David, the Vicar General, to attend. 
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