
Sacraments 
RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION): 
Saturdays 3:00 PM and by appointment. 
BAPTISMS: To arrange and prepare for the celebration of Baptism, 
please call the Pastor to schedule an appointment. Baptisms are usually 
celebrated on Sunday afternoon. 
FUNERAL: Please call the parish as soon as possible to make 
arrangements for the Mass of Christian Burial. 
VISITING THE SICK: If you or a family member are sick or in the 
hospital, please call the parish so that a pastoral visit can be arranged. 
The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick may be celebrated in the 
parish before hospitalization. Please call also to arrange for a 
Eucharistic minister to bring Communion to the sick. If you would like to 
request prayers for someone who is sick, please call the parish so that 
the name may be placed in the bulletin. 
MARRIAGES: Preparation must begin at least six months prior to the 
wedding. Please make arrangements with the parish before scheduling 
the reception. 
ANNULMENTS/CONVALIDATION: Please arrange a meeting with the 
Pastor to begin the process of celebrating your marriage in the Church. 
NEW PARISHIONERS: Catholics who would like to be registered as 
parishioners of Immaculate Conception and receive stewardship 
envelopes should call the parish secretary or fill out a form in the 
vestibule of the church. 
RCIA: Adults who desire to explore the possibility of becoming a 
member of the Catholic Church should contact the RCIA (Rite for the 
Christian  Initiation of Adults) team. Preparation usually begins in 
September and Baptism or Reception is celebrated at the next Easter 
Vigil. 
TUITION ASSISTANCE: Some financial aid for tuition assistance to 
Catholic schools is available to registered members of the parish. This is 
a one time grant of no more than $1,000.00 to needy families to assist 
them during a time of financial crisis. Eligible families should write a 
letter to the Pastor who will evaluate the request with the Financial 
Advisory Committee. 

To Whom Do We Go 
Adult Formation: Lovenia Watson.....................................778-1977 
Altar Servers: Bradley DeRouen …................218-8292 / 284-5970 
Child Protection Coord:..............................................Andrea Toles 
Eucharistic Ministers: Beulah Decuir……………..............229-6076 
Gospel Choir/Adult: Daphne Alex…………………............936-4051 
Gospel Choir/Youth: Tara Winder ………………..............428-5981 
Hall Rental: Juliet Betts…………………………….............775-7067 
Ministry Council/Chair: Georgia Jenkins…………............775-5824 
Pantry/Food and Vouchers: ………………………............774-3661 
Sacristan: Rogers Jackson, Jr. .……………………..........362-0907 
Traditional Choir: Theresa Carmen................................  921-7315 
Usher’s Coordinator: Walter Ennis………………..............775-7332 

 This Week’s Prayer 

 Lord, I come before you ready to pour out my worries, 
anxieties and fears at Your feet. I am claiming and declaring 
Your promises for blessings of peace and strength over my 
life. Bring a peace into my soul that passes all worldly un-
derstanding and make me a light for others to see Your 
strength. Amen. 

THIS WEEK IN BLACK HISTORY 

 Linda Martell was a former country and blues artist who made her mark in the industry by becoming the first African-
American woman to star in the Grand Ole Opry. Martell enjoyed a brief period of success but elected to raise her family and pre-
serve her health instead of chasing down fame as a musician. 
 Born Thelma Bynem on June 4, 1941 in Leesville, S.C., Martell honed her voice early on as a member of her church choir at 
the age of 5. As she grew older, Martell became interested in R&B, the blues, and country. Her big break came in 1969 after she 
sang at the Charleston Air Force Base. Her performance eventually landed her a meeting with producer and Plantation record 
label owner, Shelby Singleton. 
 Martell’s good fortune continued to grow after she landed on the top 25 charts with the single “Color Him Father” from her 
debut album, “Color Me Country.” The song’s popularity led to her appearing on Nashville’s Grand Ole Opry stage and gave way 
to television appearances on variety programs like “Hee Haw” and “The Bill Anderson Show.” 
In 1970, Martell tried to replicate the success of her debut and did so with “Before The Next Teardrop Falls” and “Bad Case of the 
Blues,” both which charted. It was the last of Martell’s recordings that would chart. Four years later and still in her early ’30’s, Mar-
tell decided to leave the music business behind to care for her children and to tend to her health. 
 A Swedish television program did a profile piece on Martell in which she explained why she walked away, bringing up the 
aforementioned stresses of parenthood and the impact touring had on her. In the profile, it was revealed that Martell became an 
educator and never again returned to music. 

Linda Martell 

Martell in Ebony    
Magazine, 1970.  

Filmmaker Quia Thompson with 
her grandmother Linda Martell  

Linda Martell on stage at the Grand 
Ole Opry with Roy Acuff, 1970. 
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Mass Readings 
January 23rd - January 30th 

Sunday 

Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10; Psalms 19; 1 Cor 12:12-30                                   

Gospel: Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21 

Monday 

2 Sm 5:1-7, 10; Psalms 89 

Gospel: Mark 3:22-30 

Tuesday 

Feast of The Conversion of Saint Paul 

Acts 22:3-16; Psalm 117 

Gospel: Mark 16:15-18 

Wednesday 

2 Tim 1:1-8; Psalm 96                                                  

Gospel: Mark 4:1-20 

 Thursday 

2 Sm 7:18-19, 24-29; Psalm 132                                                    

Gospel: Mark 4:21-25 

Friday 

2 Sm 11:1-4a, 5-10a, 13-17; Psalms 51 

Gospel: Mark 4:26-34 

Saturday 

2 Sm 12:1-7a, 10-17; Psalms 51 

 Gospel: Mark 4:35-41                                                 

Sunday 

Jer 1:4-5, 17-19; Psalms 71; 1 Cor 12:31--13:13                                   

Gospel: Luke 4:21-30 

Father Thomas F. Clark, S. J. 

Happy Birthday 

CHURCH CONTRIBUTIONS FOR 2021 
 Parishioners who would like a copy of their church contributions for 2021, please fill out the form located 
in the vestibule of the church or call the parish office (225-775-7067) or send an email (bettsec1@aol.com) to 
request a statement.  If you donate online through We Share or Givelify, you can download a statement directly 
from those sites. 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH CELEBRATIONS 
 During Black History Month we will celebrate Black History (which is American History) 
with an exhibition on the “Negro Motorist Green Book” that will be presented in the Parish 
Activity Center from Saturday, February 5 to 20.  You may view the exhibit on weekends before 
and after the Masses.  The exhibit will feature an actual copy of the Green Book; highlight Baton 
Rouge sites that were advertised in the book; show the LPS documentary, “Safe Haven: Explor-

ing Louisiana’s Green Book.” On the weekend of February 12-13, everyone at Mass will receive a box lunch to commemorate 
the shoe boxes, pails and bandanas that housed a motorist’s lunch while traveling. 
 On Sunday, February 20, Father Chris Kellerman will give us a sneak preview of his book on the history of the Catholic 
Church and slavery.  We are still determining which format we will use: in person or virtual depending on the Covid situation 
at the time.  If it is virtual, no one may record the presentation.  That is a requirement of his publisher before the book’s pub-
lication. 

PARISH COUNCIL OF MINISTRIES 
 The Parish Council of Ministries will meet on Tuesday, January 25 at 6:30 PM in the Parish Activity 
Center.  All parish ministry and organization chairpersons are asked to attend.  An agenda and minutes of the 
last meeting will be sent electronically before the meeting. 

KNIGHTS OF PETER CLAVER                                       
AND COURT #116 FISH DINNERS 

Fried Catfish, Potato Salad, Sweet Peas,                                           
Slice Bread and Dessert 

Fridays:   
March 4, 11, 18, 25 

April 1, 8 
Immaculate Conception Catholic Church 

Activity Center -1565 Curtis St. Baton Rouge, La. 
$10.00 per plate 

10am – 2pm 
For orders and deliveries, please contact: 

Jessica Semien-Olive - (225) 270-5454 
Gerald Berzat - (225) 276-4674 

BLESSED RUTILIO GRANDE, SJ 
 On Saturday, January 22, Father Rutilio 
Grande, SJ was beatified in a ceremony in San 
Salvador, El Salvador. Beatification is the step 
immediately before canonization. Blessed Rutilio 
(1928-1977) was a Jesuit priest whose ministry led 
him to outspoken defense of and advocacy for 

poor farmers against rich landowners in his native El Salva-
dor.  On March 12, 1977, Blessed Rutilio was gunned down 
in retaliation for his strong stance for justice for the poor.  
He was killed along with two laymen, Manuel Solozano and 
Nelson Lemus Chavez, who were also beatified in the same 
ceremony.  Blessed Rutilio knew the danger he was in but 
never wanted to abandon his people.  His last words were, 
“We must do what God wants.”  Blessed Rutilio’s martyr-
dom spurred his friend, St. Oscar Romero, to abandon his 
cautious stance toward the landowners and take a stronger, 
public stance against the injustices being done to the poor.  
He also died a martyr’s death. 

THANK YOU FOR THE MLK OBSERVANCE 
 Thank you to those who assisted with our celebration of the birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King last week-
end.  Thanks to Andrea Toles, Tyrone Lewis, Cassandra Broussard, Betty Wells, and Roderick Wells.  We appreci-
ate your generosity in helping to celebrate Dr. King in the midst of Covid restrictions. 
 

THE SYNOD ON SYNODALITY 
 Pope Francis has called for a Synod on Synodality.  What does this mean?  A synod is a gathering of church 
leaders who meet to prayerfully discern what God is calling the church to be and how it is to serve.  A synod is 
different from an ordinary meeting in that it strives to discover not our own will but the will of God.  Synod 
members call upon the Holy Spirit to lead them to discover God’s will.  Synodality is a way of being church, 
meaning that the church listens to the prayerful reflections of the people of God and from what they say, seeks 
God’s will.  The consultation for this Synod on Synodality is beginning in every archdiocese and diocese 

throughout the world.  In the Diocese of Baton Rouge, our Baton Rouge Deanery will have a listening sessions on Wednes-
day, January 26 and February 17 from 6:00-8:00 PM at the Catholic Life Center ballroom. If you would like to attend one of 
the sessions, please let Father Clark know. 
 

MONTHLY COLLECTION FOR THE SUPPORT OF MLK 
 This weekend, January 22-23, we will have a second collection for the support of the ministry to 
students at the MLK Catholic Student Center on Southern’s campus. Your generosity to this collec-
tion is very much appreciated. 
 

SPEAKER SERIES ON JESUIT SPIRITUALITY AND ANTI-RACISM 
 Saint Francis Xavier Church at Saint Louis University in Saint Louis is presenting a three session 
speaker series on Jesuit Spirituality and Anti-Racism: A Call to Conversion.  Father Clark will be the 
first presenter on Wednesday, February 9, at 7:30-9:00 PM via Zoom. Following sessions will be on 
February 16 and February 23.  If you would like to register for the series at bit.ly/ignatian-antiracism  

DONALD BALTAZAR 1/23 

JAYDE ENCALADE 1/23 

CHRYSTYLE JONES 1/23 

HORACE LEWIS 1/23 

THOMAS WALKER, JR. 1/23 

GLORIA   BURRELL 1/24 

WALTER  ENNIS, IV 1/24 

TONYA STEWART 1/24 

RODRICK CLAIBORNE 1/25 

PAULA SAMUEL 1/25 

KATIE SMITH 1/25 

ANNE GRACE BALTAZAR 1/26 

ADDYSON FORT 1/26 

GAIL JOHNSON 1/26 

JANICE JOSEPH 1/26 

DENITRA PERKINS 1/26 

MEGAN WILTZ 1/26 

BIZANNA BEASLEY 1/27 

ALVIN  FLEURY, JR. 1/27 

FELESHA JETT 1/27 

NYRA LANDRY 1/27 

ANTHONY LUMBARD 1/27 

JONAHAN  SMITH 1/27 

JACIEN DOTSON 1/28 

ABRAM HAYNES 1/28 

SONIA ALLISON 1/29 

ALRITA FORD 1/29 

SENTORIA FOSTER 1/29 

MILLIE PRICE 1/29 

COURTNEY ROBINSON 1/29 

mailto:bettsec1@aol.com

