
Sacraments 
RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION): 
Saturdays 3:00 PM and by appointment. 
BAPTISMS: To arrange and prepare for the celebration of Baptism, 
please call the Pastor to schedule an appointment. Baptisms are usually 
celebrated on Sunday afternoon. 
FUNERAL: Please call the parish as soon as possible to make 
arrangements for the Mass of Christian Burial. 
VISITING THE SICK: If you or a family member are sick or in the 
hospital, please call the parish so that a pastoral visit can be arranged. 
The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick may be celebrated in the 
parish before hospitalization. Please call also to arrange for a 
Eucharistic minister to bring Communion to the sick. If you would like to 
request prayers for someone who is sick, please call the parish so that 
the name may be placed in the bulletin. 
MARRIAGES: Preparation must begin at least six months prior to the 
wedding. Please make arrangements with the parish before scheduling 
the reception. 
ANNULMENTS/CONVALIDATION: Please arrange a meeting with the 
Pastor to begin the process of celebrating your marriage in the Church. 
NEW PARISHIONERS: Catholics who would like to be registered as 
parishioners of Immaculate Conception and receive stewardship 
envelopes should call the parish secretary or fill out a form in the 
vestibule of the church. 
RCIA: Adults who desire to explore the possibility of becoming a 
member of the Catholic Church should contact the RCIA (Rite for the 
Christian  Initiation of Adults) team. Preparation usually begins in 
September and Baptism or Reception is celebrated at the next Easter 
Vigil. 
TUITION ASSISTANCE: Some financial aid for tuition assistance to 
Catholic schools is available to registered members of the parish. This is 
a one time grant of no more than $1,000.00 to needy families to assist 
them during a time of financial crisis. Eligible families should write a 
letter to the Pastor who will evaluate the request with the Financial 
Advisory Committee. 

To Whom Do We Go 
Adult Formation: Lovenia Watson.....................................778-1977 
Altar Servers: Bradley DeRouen …..................................284-5970 
Child Protection Coord:..............................................Andrea Toles 
Eucharistic Ministers: Beulah Decuir……………..............229-6076 
Gospel Choir/Adult: Daphne Alex…………………............936-4051 
Gospel Choir/Youth: Tara Winder ………………..............428-5981 
Hall Rental: Juliet Betts…………………………….............775-7067 
Ministry Council/Chair: Georgia Jenkins…………............775-5824 
Pantry/Food and Vouchers: ………………………............774-3661 
Sacristan: Rogers Jackson, Jr. .……………………..........362-0907 
Traditional Choir: Deadra James Mackie...........................772-3401 
Usher’s Coordinator: Walter Ennis………………......(504)427-6459 

 THIS WEEK IN BLACK HISTORY 

Immaculate Conception Catholic Church 
1565 Curtis Street - Baton Rouge, LA 70807 

Office Phone: (225) 775-7067 - Information: (225) 775-7062 
Fax: (225) 775-0775 - Email: clarktf2002@yahoo.com 
Web Site Address: www.immaculateconceptionbr.org 

Immaculate Conception Church is a Black Catholic Church 
serving the family of God and feeding the soul of the Community. 

 
PASTOR: Father Thomas F. Clark, S.J. ....................(225) 775-7067/(225) 773-2036 
IN RESIDENCE: Father Fred Kammer, S.J. ......................................(225) 774-3241 
SECRETARY: Juliet Betts .......................................................................(225) 775-7067 
PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION: 
   COORDINATOR: Gloria DeRouen ...................................................(225) 936-8162 
   ASSISTANT TO COORDINATOR: Kalli Gregory 
RCIA COORDINATOR: Cathy Glover ..............................................(225) 772-6099 
MLK/SU CATHOLIC STUDENT CENTER: 
Joyce Johnson - Wilfred Johnson ..............................................................(225) 775-8691 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00 PM 

Sunday Mass: 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM 
Weekday Masses: 

Mon., Tues., Wed., Thurs., 12:10 PM 
 Holy Day Masses: 

Vigil Mass: 7:00 PM and 12:10 PM 

 This Week’s Prayer 

 Father, today, I pray for the sick and the needy. Visit 

them with your supernatural peace and divine healing. You 

bore our sins on the cross and your word says that by your 

stripes we are healed. So, Father, I stand on your words to 

ask for healing for the sick. It is your will that we have good 

health, so please deliver them from their afflictions, so that 

their mind and body can function the way you created them 

to. Have mercy on them and comfort them in their suffer-

ing. Guide them and deliver them from evil. Let them open 

their hearts to you and believe in you for their strength and 

healing. Amen. 

 Jesus interprets the parable of the sower to his disciples. The different types of soil in 

which the seeds are sown are metaphors for the disposition with which each individu-

al hears the teaching about the kingdom of heaven. Some will be easily swayed away 

from the kingdom of heaven. Some will receive it for a time but will lose it when faced 

with difficulties. Some will hear the word but will then permit other cares to choke it 

out. Yet some will receive it well, and the seed will produce abundant fruit. 

Shaw University 

But he that received seed into the good ground is he that hear the word, and understand it; which also bear 

fruit, and bring forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.  

Matthew 13:23 

July 16, 2023 

Shaw University  is the first college for African-Americans established in the South-

ern United States, and the oldest HBCU in the region. It is also one of the nation’s 

oldest learning institutions. 

Shaw, which is located in Raleigh, N.C. was founded by Baptist minister Henry 

Martin Tupper, who worked with the American Baptist Home Mission Society. 

The school began holding bible and literacy classes in December 1865, with aims to assist African-

Americans in the area at the conclusion of the American Civil War. 

 In 1871, the school was renamed the Shaw Collegiate Institute after major donor Elijah Shaw. The 

school’s first building is named after the benefactor. Four years later, the school was renamed Shaw Uni-

versity. 

 The university has spawned the indirect founding of several North Carolina learning institutions. The 

founding presidents of North Carolina Central University, Elizabeth City State University, and Fayetteville 

State University all attended Shaw. In addition, the institution that eventually became North Carolina A&T 

was located on Shaw’s campus for the first year of its existence. 

 Notable Shaw alumni include iconic civil rights leader Ella Baker, former New York congress-
man Adam Clayton Powell Jr., R&B legend Gladys Knight, and gospel singer extraordinaire Shirley 

Caesar. 

 Today, the school boasts over 2,100 students and cover a variety of disciplines and coursework paths 

that include divinity, early childhood education, teacher education and much more. 

Paulette Dillard is the school’s 18th president She’s been at the helm since 2017. 
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Mass Readings 
July 16th - July 23rd 

Sunday 

Zec 9:9-10; Psalm 145; Rom 8:9, 11-13                                        

Gospel: Mt 11:25-30 

 Monday 

Ex 1:8-14, 22; Psalms 124 

Gospel: Mt 10:34--11:1 

Tuesday 

Ex 2:1-15a; Psalm 69 

Gospel Mt 11:20-24 

Wednesday 

Ex 3:1-6, 9-12; Psalm 103                                                  

Gospel: Mt 11:25-27 

 Thursday 

Ex 3:13-20; Psalm 105                                                    

Gospel: Mt 11:28-30 

Friday 

Ex 11: 10--12:14; Psalms 116 

Gospel: Mt 12:1-8 

Saturday 

Feast of Saint Mary Magdalene 

Sgs 3:1-4b; Psalm 63 

 Gospel: Jn 20:1-2, 11-18 

Sunday 

Wis 12:13, 16-19; Psalm 86; Rom 8:26-27                                        

Gospel: Mt 13:24-43 

Father Thomas F. Clark, S. J. 

Happy Birthday 

SHAWN CHEVIS 7/16 

MARLEI FRANKLIN 7/16 

RICHARD MATTHEWS 7/16 

DEAUNDRE WILLIAMS 7/16 

ROLANDO URBINA 7/16 

DENAIR WADDELL 7/16 

KYIA YOUNG 7/16 

WANDA ANDERSON 7/17 

TALIYA EDMOND 7/17 

GARRY LEWIS 7/17 

RONNIE BELONA 7/18 

KEVIN PERRY, JR. 7/18 

BOBBIE SAM 7/18 

CYNTHIA SAMPEY 7/18 

BRENDA SMITH 7/18 

FITZGERALD SPENCER 7/18 

CHARLES THOMAS, SR. 7/18 

TRACIE ABRAHAM 7/19 

TRINITEE DUNN 7/19 

PATTI DURIO 7/19 

RICKY ENCALADE 7/19 

KEVIN GRAY 7/19 

JERMAINE MEYERS 7/19 

RHONDA DENT 7/20 

SHEILA DEROUEN 7/20 

JERRICA EAGLIN 7/20 

JANIFER GRIFFIN 7/20 

DYLAN HONORE 7/20 

ORRIN  LEBLANCE, II 7/20 

EDDIE  SCOTT 7/20 

DEE TAYLOR 7/20 

RODERICK  WELLS 7/21 

DARREN CLARK 7/21 

MICHAEL GORDON 7/21 

DARRYL HONORE,II 7/21 

MARTHA PAYNE 7/21 

EDWIN ROBILLARD 7/22 

WILBUR CLARKE 7/22 

ELTON DEROUEN, III 7/22 

ROOSEVELT PAYNE, JR. 7/22 

LASHAWN PRUDHOMME 7/22 

FREDA RUSSELL 7/22 

WELCOME, JACK MCLINDEN, SJ 
We welcome Jack McLinden, a Jesuit scholastic (seminarian), who just finished a session 
at the Institute for Black Catholic Studies at Xavier University of Louisiana. He will be 
visiting with us for the week. 

 
THANK YOU, FATHER FRED KAMMER 

Thank you to Father Fred for celebrating Mass and being available for pastoral needs while Father 
Clark was on retreat. Thanks also to Father Tucker Redding who celebrated Mass for us last weekend. 

 
CHANGE OF DATE FOR MISSIONARY PRIEST’S VISIT 

Our missionary priest has requested to change the date of his visit from this month to the first 
weekend of November. This month, we will have our monthly collection for the benefit of the 
Martin Luther King Catholic Student Center. 

 
THE NATIONAL BLACK CATHOLIC CONGRESS XIII 

Father Clark and Gerald Berzat will be attending the National Black Catholic Congress XIII in 
Washington DC from July 20-23. The Congress is a national gathering of Black Catholic and their 
allies from all over the country, representing Black Catholic parishes, schools, and apostolates. 
There will be presentations by leaders of the Black Catholic Community, including Father Josh 
Johnson of our own diocese and workshops on a variety of topics of interest to the community.  

Attendants will enjoy a night at the African American Museum in Washington as well as a Mass at the National 
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception. 
 The Congress has a long-storied history.  Daniel Rudd, a Black Catholic journalist and activist, had a dream 
to bring together Black Catholic leaders to strategize about how to advocate for the Black Catholic community. 
The first Congress was held in Washington, DC in 1889 and was followed by congresses held annually until 1894. 
The Congress movement was revived in 1987 and has since held meetings every five years. Most notable was the 
Congress held in New Orleans in 1992. Please keep the Congress and its participants in your prayers.  Be assured 
that Father Clark and Gerald Berzat will bring back news and resources. 

OUR OWN MISSIONARY,  MR. KENDRICK SLAN 
Father Clark wants to share some exciting news about one of our parishioners, Kendrick Slan. 
Father Joshua Johnson has invited Vagabond Missionaries to come to Baton Rouge and engage 
in outreach to youth in the North Baton Rouge communities.  Kendrick will be one of those 
missionaries. He and his companions will be out on the streets talking to youth about Jesus and 
inviting them to a youth drop-in center that will be housed at Sacred Heart.  Let us support 

Kendrick with our prayers and encouragement.  I will be talking with you soon about how we might be of finan-
cial support to him and his brother and sister missionaries. 

WISE WORDS FROM JAMES BALDWIN 
The longer I live, the more deeply I learn that love—whether we call it friendship or family or romance—is the 

work of mirroring and magnifying each other’s light. Gentle work. Steadfast work. Life-saving work in those mo-

ments when life and shame and sorrow occlude our own light from our view, but there is still a clear-eyed loving 

person to beam it back. In our best moments, we are that person for another. 


