THIS WEEK IN BLACK HISTORY
Robert Smalls

Robert Smalls first made history by escaping slavery by pretending to be a white ship’s captain, and sailing a boat to
freedom during the American Civil War. Smalls was born April 5, 1839 to his white slave owner father, Henry McKee, and
his mother Lydia Polite, a slave McKee owned who was also a member of the “Gullah” people. In 1861, Smalls was hired
as a deckhand for the USS Planter. Unknown to many of his white superiors, Smalls was intelligent and had an intimate
knowledge of the waters of the South Carolina coast.
Smalls had been planning for some time to take over the Planter to take his family and several other enslaved families to freedom. On May 12, 1862, officers of the ship stayed on land and Smalls hatched his plan. Smalls used the cover
of darkness and his knowledge of the ship captain’s command to slip undetected past the Confederate ships in Charleston
Harbor. When Smalls reached Union waters, he surrendered.
Smalls was considered the captain of the Planter and helped the Union Army with inside information that helped
them take the Harbor. Smalls then met with President Abraham Lincoln, who some historians said influenced his decision
to let Black soldiers into the Union Army.
In 1863, Smalls commandeered the Planter while the ship’s white captain cowered in fear when Confederate forces
attacked it. For his efforts, Smalls was made the official captain of the ship, making history once more by becoming the
first Black captain to sail for the United States.
Smalls went on to serve five terms in Congress during the Reconstruction period. In 2007, the U.S. Army named a
support vessel after Smalls during a ceremony held in Baltimore, Md.
Sacraments

RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION):
Saturdays 3:00 PM and by appointment.
BAPTISMS: To arrange and prepare for the celebration of Baptism,
please call the Pastor to schedule an appointment. Baptisms are usually
celebrated on Sunday afternoon.
FUNERAL: Please call the parish as soon as possible to make
arrangements for the Mass of Christian Burial.
VISITING THE SICK: If you or a family member are sick or in the
hospital, please call the parish so that a pastoral visit can be arranged.
The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick may be celebrated in the
parish before hospitalization. Please call also to arrange for a
Eucharistic minister to bring Communion to the sick. If you would like to
request prayers for someone who is sick, please call the parish so that
the name may be placed in the bulletin.
MARRIAGES: Preparation must begin at least six months prior to the
wedding. Please make arrangements with the parish before scheduling
the reception.
ANNULMENTS/CONVALIDATION: Please arrange a meeting with the
Pastor to begin the process of celebrating your marriage in the Church.
NEW PARISHIONERS: Catholics who would like to be registered as
parishioners of Immaculate Conception and receive stewardship
envelopes should call the parish secretary or fill out a form in the
vestibule of the church.
RCIA: Adults who desire to explore the possibility of becoming a
member of the Catholic Church should contact the RCIA (Rite for the
Christian Initiation of Adults) team. Preparation usually begins in
September and Baptism or Reception is celebrated at the next Easter
Vigil.
TUITION ASSISTANCE: Some financial aid for tuition assistance to
Catholic schools is available to registered members of the parish. This is
a one time grant of no more than $1,000.00 to needy families to assist
them during a time of financial crisis. Eligible families should write a
letter to the Pastor who will evaluate the request with the Financial
Advisory Committee.

To Whom Do We Go

Adult Formation: Lovenia Watson.....................................778-1977
Altar Servers: Bradley DeRouen …................218-8292 / 284-5970
Child Protection Coord:..............................................Andrea Toles
Eucharistic Ministers: Beulah Decuir……………..............229-6076
Gospel Choir/Adult: Daphne Alex…………………............936-4051
Gospel Choir/Youth: Tara Winder ………………..............428-5981
Hall Rental: Juliet Betts…………………………….............775-7067
Ministry Council/Chair: Georgia Jenkins…………............775-5824
Ministry to the Sick: Gene Decuir…………………............229-6076
Pantry/Food and Vouchers: ………………………............774-3661
Sacristan: Rogers Jackson, Jr. .……………………..........362-0907
Traditional Choir: Theresa Carmen................................ 921-7315
Usher’s Coordinator: Walter Ennis………………..............775-7332

This Week’s Prayer
Heavenly Father, when the difficulties of daily
life threaten to derail me, restore my peace of
mind. Help me feel your strength within me so
that I can tackle whatever difficulties come my
way. Amen.
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Happy Birthday
Father Thomas F. Clark, S. J.
ANNIVERSARY OF THE KILLING OF ALTON STERLING
July 5 marks the fourth anniversary of the killing of Alton Sterling. His death set off days of
protest and grief in Baton Rouge. This violence lead to more violence as two law enforcement
officers were killed and one wounded by a sniper. In 2020, we are back in the same situation but
with national and even worldwide protests of the killing of George Floyd. May we observe this
anniversary with a renewed commitment to work for racial change and transformation. May the voices calling for change not cease until their efforts results in legislation and policy.
THREE MASSES EACH WEEKEND
Beginning this weekend, we will have three Masses each weekend: 4:00 PM Vigil Mass, 8:00
AM, and 10:30 AM. Please continue to sign up for Masses each week as it helps us to plan. You
may sign up on the Sign Up Genius App, or call the office, or send an email or text.
The addition of the 8:00 AM is not to encourage more people to come to church but rather
to allow those who choose to come to be able to social distance. If you are more comfortable staying at
home, by all means continue to do so. All those who are over 65 years old, have an underlying condition, or
are uncomfortable being in groups of people should stay home. If you do come to church, you must wear a
mask, bring a small bottle of hand sanitizer, and practice social distancing.

LECTORS, PLEASE VOLUNTEER FOR MASSES
If you are a Lector and are willing to serve at one of the weekend Masses, please let Father
Clark know. We are using one Lector per Mass. Each Lector should feel free to decide whether this
is good for him/her or not. We will make up a schedule when we have ascertained those able to
serve.
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS TO THE HOMEBOUND
Many thanks to Michele Burbank who has coordinated the bringing of Holy Communion to our homebound parishioners. Thanks also to the Eucharistic Ministers who are bringing the Eucharist to our parishioners. If you are a Eucharistic Minister and would like to
bring Holy Communion to the homebound, please call Father Clark. If you are a family member who lives
under the same roof as a homebound parishioner, you are invited to bring them Communion. Call Father
Clark for more information.
WORKING FOR A GROCERY STORE IN SCOTLANDVILLE
If you are interested in helping to bring a grocery store to Scotlandville, please consider
working with Sharyn Wilcox and members of Together Baton Rouge who are diligently pushing
for this goal. If you are interested, please call Fr. Clark and he will put you in contact with Sharyn. All meet-
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KNIGHTS OF PETER CLAVER COUNCIL 116
The Knights of Peter Claver
Council 116 is proud to announce
that Mr. Robert Gibson II is the
2020 Scholarship recipient. Robert graduated from Lee
Magnet High School and will be attending Louisiana State University this fall to major in Mathematics. He is also a member
of the Junior Knights of Peter Claver Council 116. We are
praying for his continued success and we congratulate him.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR
GENEROSITY TO THE CHURCH
Thank you very much for your generous and
faithful support of the church during these days of
pandemic. We appreciate how parishioners have
made the effort to drop their offering through the rectory mailbox,
by mail, or online. We depend on your support to keep the church
running. Remember, we have a new way of giving through the app
Givelify. You can download this app to your phone. It is convenient
and easy to use. You may also continue to use We Share through the
parish website: www.immaculateconceptionbr.org

Mass Readings
July 5th- July 12th

Sunday
Zec 9:9-10; Psalm 145; Rom 8:9, 11-13
Gospel: Matt 11:25-30
Monday
Hos 2:16, 17c-18, 21-22; Psalm 145
Gospel: Matt 9:18-26
Tuesday
Hos 8:4-7, 11-13; Psalm 115
Gospel: Matt 9:32-38
Wednesday
Hos 10:1-3, 7-8, 12; Psalm 105
Gospel: Matt 10:1-7
Thursday
Hos 11:1-4, 8e-9; Psalm 80
Gospel: Matt 10:7-15
Friday
Hos 14:2-10; Psalm 51
Gospel: Matt 10:16-23
Saturday
Is 6:1-8; Psalm 93
Gospel: Matt 10:24-33
Sunday
Is 55:10-11; Psalm 65; Rom 8:18-23
Gospel: Matt 13:1-23
Forms for new parishioners or changes
are located in the vestibule of the church.

