
Sacraments 
RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION): 
Saturdays 3:00 PM and by appointment. 
BAPTISMS: To arrange and prepare for the celebration of Baptism, 
please call the Pastor to schedule an appointment. Baptisms are usually 
celebrated on Sunday afternoon. 
FUNERAL: Please call the parish as soon as possible to make 
arrangements for the Mass of Christian Burial. 
VISITING THE SICK: If you or a family member are sick or in the 
hospital, please call the parish so that a pastoral visit can be arranged. 
The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick may be celebrated in the 
parish before hospitalization. Please call also to arrange for a 
Eucharistic minister to bring Communion to the sick. If you would like to 
request prayers for someone who is sick, please call the parish so that 
the name may be placed in the bulletin. 
MARRIAGES: Preparation must begin at least six months prior to the 
wedding. Please make arrangements with the parish before scheduling 
the reception. 
ANNULMENTS/CONVALIDATION: Please arrange a meeting with the 
Pastor to begin the process of celebrating your marriage in the Church. 
NEW PARISHIONERS: Catholics who would like to be registered as 
parishioners of Immaculate Conception and receive stewardship 
envelopes should call the parish secretary or fill out a form in the 
vestibule of the church. 
RCIA: Adults who desire to explore the possibility of becoming a 
member of the Catholic Church should contact the RCIA (Rite for the 
Christian  Initiation of Adults) team. Preparation usually begins in 
September and Baptism or Reception is celebrated at the next Easter 
Vigil. 
TUITION ASSISTANCE: Some financial aid for tuition assistance to 
Catholic schools is available to registered members of the parish. This is 
a one time grant of no more than $1,000.00 to needy families to assist 
them during a time of financial crisis. Eligible families should write a 
letter to the Pastor who will evaluate the request with the Financial 
Advisory Committee. 

To Whom Do We Go 
Adult Formation: Lovenia Watson.....................................778-1977 
Altar Servers: Bradley DeRouen …..................................284-5970 
Child Protection Coord:..............................................Andrea Toles 
Eucharistic Ministers: Beulah Decuir……………..............229-6076 
Gospel Choir/Adult: Daphne Alex…………………............936-4051 
Gospel Choir/Youth: Tara Winder ………………..............428-5981 
Hall Rental: Juliet Betts…………………………….............775-7067 
Ministry Council/Chair: Georgia Jenkins…………............775-5824 
Pantry/Food and Vouchers: ………………………............774-3661 
Sacristan: Rogers Jackson, Jr. .……………………..........362-0907 
Traditional Choir: Deadra James Mackie...........................772-3401 
Usher’s Coordinator: Walter Ennis………………......(504)427-6459 

 THIS WEEK IN BLACK HISTORY 

Immaculate Conception Catholic Church 
1565 Curtis Street - Baton Rouge, LA 70807 

Office Phone: (225) 775-7067 - Information: (225) 775-7062 
Fax: (225) 775-0775 - Email: clarktf2002@yahoo.com 
Web Site Address: www.immaculateconceptionbr.org 

Immaculate Conception Church is a Black Catholic Church 
serving the family of God and feeding the soul of the Community. 

 
PASTOR: Father Thomas F. Clark, S.J. ....................(225) 775-7067/(225) 773-2036 
IN RESIDENCE: Father Fred Kammer, S.J. ......................................(225) 774-3241 
SECRETARY: Juliet Betts .......................................................................(225) 775-7067 
PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION: 
   COORDINATOR: Gloria DeRouen ...................................................(225) 936-8162 
   ASSISTANT TO COORDINATOR: Kalli Gregory 
RCIA COORDINATOR: Cathy Glover ..............................................(225) 772-6099 
MLK/SU CATHOLIC STUDENT CENTER: 
Joyce Johnson - Wilfred Johnson ..............................................................(225) 775-8691 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00 PM 

Sunday Mass: 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM 
Weekday Masses: 

Mon., Tues., Wed., Thurs., 12:10 PM 
 Holy Day Masses: 

Vigil Mass: 7:00 PM and 12:10 PM 

 This Week’s Prayer 
 Lord Almighty, thank You for the gift of friendship. 

The friends I have made in this life are not just companions 

during times of hardship, as they are also family in my heart. 

Thank You for blessing me with these people in my life, as 

each day has only become brighter and more fruitful with 

them around. I humbly pray that we may continue to be 

patient with one another, especially in times of aggravation 

and discord. Patience is the foundation of our friendship, 

but it would be nothing without You holding us together. I 

pray that the bonds I share with these people I hold dear to 

me will continue to grow, just as Your love and patience is 

always cultivating around us. This I pray to You Lord, 

Amen.   

What makes Jesus’ yoke easy and His burden light is that in Jesus’ own active obedience, His perfect fulfill-

ment of the Law of God, He carried the burden that we were meant to carry. His perfect obedience is applied 

(imputed) to us through faith, just as His righteousness was exchanged for our sin at the cross. Our obedience 

to Jesus then becomes our “spiritual worship”. Furthermore, we are indwelt by the Holy Spirit who works in 

our lives to mold us into the image of Christ, thereby making the yoke of Jesus easy and His burden light. The 

life lived by faith is a much lighter yoke and a much easier burden to carry than the heavy and burdensome 

yoke of self-righteousness under which some continually strive to make themselves acceptable to God 

through works. 

Janet Bragg 

Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, 
and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 

 
For my yoke 

is easy, and my burden is light.” 
Matthew 11:28-30 

Janet Bragg made history in 1942 by becoming the first Black woman to earn her commercial pilot’s li-

cense in the United States. Bessie Coleman, another pioneering aviator whose exploits predated Bragg, was 

forced to earn her pilot’s license in France, becoming the first African-American, first woman and first 

American to earn an international pilot’s license.  

 Born Janet Harmon on March 24, 1907 in Griffin, Ga., Bragg entered Spelman College, earning a regis-

tered nurse degree in 1929. While working in Chicago, Bragg became interested in flying and joined an all-

Black aviation school, Aeronautical University, in the small town of Robbins, Illinois. Bragg, who married and 

divorced Evans Waterford during this period, was the only woman in the class of 24. 

 The school was poor and didn’t have a plane, so it couldn’t offer actual flight instruction. Bragg used $600 of her own 

money to buy a plane and rented it out to the school. While at the school, she earned her private pilot’s license and helped 

build an airfield there. At the time, Black pilots were not allowed to fly out of airfields where white pilots flew. 

In the ’30s, Bragg wrote a weekly column titled “Negro Aviation,” for the Chicago Defender under the byline Janet Waterford. 

She joined the Civilian Pilot Training Program in Tuskegee, Alabama, but despite completing the program, she was denied a 

commercial license in the state because she was a “colored girl.” Undeterred, Bragg continued her fight to join one of the sev-

eral air corps that supported American troops during World War II. Bragg and several other Black women applied for the 

Women’s Auxiliary Service Pilots (WASPS) program and were universally passed over. Despite her training as a nurse, the mili-

tary nurse corps also wouldn’t accept her to their ranks. 

 In 1942, Bragg easily passed her commercial pilot’s test in Illinois and received her license. But instead of taking to the 

skies, Bragg used her nursing background to open her own health care facility for welfare recipients. In 1951, she married 

Sumner Bragg and the pair ran a successful nursing home business. Bragg connected with the African nation of Ethiopia after 

befriending students from there, and was invited to meet Emperor Hallie Selassie in 1955. 

 The Braggs retired their the nursing home business in 1972 and began leading tours to Africa. After her husband’s death in 

1986, Bragg moved to Arizona and became something of an activist supporting civil rights and housing opportunities. The avia-

tion industry has recognized her feats in various ways over the years. 

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

http://www.blackamericaweb.com/tag/bessie-coleman
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Mass Readings 
July 9th - July 16th 

Sunday 

Zec 9:9-10; Psalm 145; Rom 8:9, 11-13                                        

Gospel: Mt 11:25-30 

 Monday 

Gn 28:10-22a; Psalms 91 

Gospel: Mt 9:18-26 

Tuesday 

Gn 32:23-33; Psalm 17 

Gospel Mt 9:32-38 

Wednesday 

Gn 41:55-57; 42:5-7a, 17-24a; Psalm 33                                                  

Gospel: Mt 10:1-7 

 Thursday 

Gn 44:18-21, 23b-29; 45:1-5; Psalm 105                                                    

Gospel: Mt 10:7-15 

Friday 

Gn 46:1-7, 28-30; Psalms 37 

Gospel: Mt 10:16-23 

Saturday 

Gn 49:29-32; 50:15-26a; Psalm 105 

 Gospel: Mt 10:24-33 

Sunday 

Is 55:10-11; Psalm 65; Rom 8:18-23                                        

Gospel: Mt 13:1-23 

Father Thomas F. Clark, S. J. 

Happy Birthday 

ADVICE FROM A MARRIAGE COUNSELOR 
1. Don’t put anyone else’s needs above those of your partner. If the choice is between what they need and what 

you perceive as another needs or wants, choose them. Every time.                                                                                                        
(With the one exception of someone being abusive towards you.) 

2. Generosity always beats fairness. DO. NOT. KEEP. SCORE. Your relationship is not about transactions, or 
who did what, or who got what, or who wants more or less.  It is about attuning to each other’s needs with 
deep attentiveness and care. Love your sweetheart with so much generous kindness, playfulness, forgiveness, 
delight, and affection that it matters not who took out the trash last night. Also, take out the trash! 

3. Self-care is relationship care: Taking care of your own body, mind, heart, and friendships will add to your rela-
tionship. When we mind our individual needs and take action to meet them, we help keep our mental health 
in check, which helps us to relate to our sweetheart with more compassion and care. 

4. Believe the Best of Intent: For a relationship to thrive there must be trust. If your sweetheart has done some-
thing that hurts, look for the most dignified reason why that thing happened. Because, when you jump to de-
fensive conclusions, you start a pattern of mistrust that will keep you from truly seeing one another. Do you 
really believe that the person you are with has shady intent? Then, why are you with them? 

5. Be your partner’s safe space: The most secure romantic relationships understand that being there for each 
other is “sweetheart glue.” When your partner is sad, scared, angry, hurt, or ashamed, SHOW UP FOR 
THEM. Secure attachment is built on emotional care and support.  By Eli Harwood, @attachmentnerd 

SUMMER VISITOR, JACK MCLINDEN, SJ 
Jack McLinden, SJ, a Jesuit scholastic (seminarian) will be visiting with us from July 15-21.  He will have 
just completed a semester at the Institute for Black Catholic Studies at Xavier University in New Orleans. 
We welcome him to our parish. 

PARISH COUNCIL OF MINISTRIES 
We would normally have a meeting of the Parish Council of Ministries on July 18, but since July is 
a time for vacations and Father Clark will be attending the National Black Catholic Congress at 
that time, we will have the meeting on Tuesday, August 15. 

FELICIA GATHE 7/9 

BRITTANY BROWN 7/10 

ZONTREA CRUMP 7/10 

STEVEN JOHNSON 7/10 

ANTHONY NIXON 7/10 

DIAMONIQUE RICHARD 7/10 

MARY ANN RUSSEL 7/10 

REGINALD BERRY 7/11 

IDA MAIDEN 7/11 

PAMELA MARTIN 7/11 

CLARENCE RAMBO, III 7/11 

MERCEDES SENEGAL 7/11 

AUSTEN DUBRIEL 7/12 

MELANIE MILLER 7/12 

LUNDYN PLAIN 7/12 

CARL THIERRY 7/12 

TRE  GRAY 7/13 

KISSI HIGGINBOTTHAM 7/13 

ALEXIS PATIN 7/13 

MICHAEL BROUSSARD 7/14 

REGINALD GUIDROZ 7/14 

JAMES AMBROSE, JR. 7/15 

KAREN CHEVIS 7/15 

JEROME DUGAS, SR. 7/15 

DARRELL DUPUY 7/15 

THOMAS HULBERT 7/15 

BETTY WELLS 7/15 

ANREA WILLIAMS 7/15 

WELCOME, FATHER TUCKER REDDING, SJ 
We welcome Father Tucker Redding, SJ as our celebrant of the Masses this weekend.  Fr. 
Tucker was ordained a priest last month on June 10 at Loyola in New Orleans.  Tucker spent 
several months with us about twelve years ago when he was a novice, in his first year as a Jesu-
it.  Let us welcome him and share his joy at the beginning of his priestly ministry. 
 

PLEASE CONTINUE YOUR GENEROUS PARISH STEWARDSHIP 
Many thanks for the generosity of our parishioners to our Parish Stewardship.  As we begin a new 
fiscal year, Father Clark asks that you continue your conscientious and faithful care for our church 
with your financial assistance.  Just like everyone else, all our costs of utilities, supplies, and repairs 
are going up.  We depend on your generosity to keep our ministries going, to build up our commu-
nity, and to keep our physical plant sound. If you can increase your contribution by $5 or $10, it 

will be very much appreciated.  If you cannot at this time, we understand completely and appreciate whatever you 
are able to give. We appreciate all that you do! 

PAINT MINISTRY 
Stephanie Yearby will again be offering her Paint 
Ministry on Tuesday, July 11 at 10:00 AM at MLK 
and 6:00 PM at the Activity Center for teens and 
adults.  Wednesday, July 12 at 10:00 AM for ages 6-

12.  RSVP to (214) 881-5663 or Syearby14@gmail.com 

ANNUAL MISSION APPEAL 
Each year we welcome a missionary priest 
who makes an appeal for our financial 
support of their ministry.  This appeal 
keeps us aware that we are a worldwide 

church and that all over the world we make up the Body of 
Christ.  This year we will be visited by a priest from the Diocese 
of Kumbakonam in India on the weekend of July 29th/30th.  
Please welcome him and be as generous as you are able. 

THE BOOK IS A MIRROR:                                                  
THE REFLECTION IS YOU 
Two people read the same Bible. 

One sees reasons to love. 
The other sees reasons to hate. 

One sees unity. 
The other sees division. 

One finds prejudice. 
The other finds equality. 

One discovers compassion. 
The other, indifference. 

One goodwill. 
The other malice. 

Two people, one book. One book, two views. 
The book is a mirror. 
The reflection is you. 

mailto:Syearby14@gmail.com

