
Sacraments 
RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION): 
Saturdays 3:00 PM and by appointment. 
BAPTISMS: To arrange and prepare for the celebration of Baptism, 
please call the Pastor to schedule an appointment. Baptisms are usually 
celebrated on Sunday afternoon. 
FUNERAL: Please call the parish as soon as possible to make 
arrangements for the Mass of Christian Burial. 
VISITING THE SICK: If you or a family member are sick or in the 
hospital, please call the parish so that a pastoral visit can be arranged. 
The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick may be celebrated in the 
parish before hospitalization. Please call also to arrange for a 
Eucharistic minister to bring Communion to the sick. If you would like to 
request prayers for someone who is sick, please call the parish so that 
the name may be placed in the bulletin. 
MARRIAGES: Preparation must begin at least six months prior to the 
wedding. Please make arrangements with the parish before scheduling 
the reception. 
ANNULMENTS/CONVALIDATION: Please arrange a meeting with the 
Pastor to begin the process of celebrating your marriage in the Church. 
NEW PARISHIONERS: Catholics who would like to be registered as 
parishioners of Immaculate Conception and receive stewardship 
envelopes should call the parish secretary or fill out a form in the 
vestibule of the church. 
RCIA: Adults who desire to explore the possibility of becoming a 
member of the Catholic Church should contact the RCIA (Rite for the 
Christian  Initiation of Adults) team. Preparation usually begins in 
September and Baptism or Reception is celebrated at the next Easter 
Vigil. 
TUITION ASSISTANCE: Some financial aid for tuition assistance to 
Catholic schools is available to registered members of the parish. This is 
a one time grant of no more than $1,000.00 to needy families to assist 
them during a time of financial crisis. Eligible families should write a 
letter to the Pastor who will evaluate the request with the Financial 
Advisory Committee. 

To Whom Do We Go 
Adult Formation: Lovenia Watson.....................................778-1977 
Altar Servers: Bradley DeRouen …................218-8292 / 284-5970 
Child Protection Coord:..............................................Andrea Toles 
Eucharistic Ministers: Beulah Decuir……………..............229-6076 
Gospel Choir/Adult: Daphne Alex…………………............936-4051 
Gospel Choir/Youth: Tara Winder ………………..............428-5981 
Hall Rental: Juliet Betts…………………………….............775-7067 
Ministry Council/Chair: Georgia Jenkins…………............775-5824 
Pantry/Food and Vouchers: ………………………............774-3661 
Sacristan: Rogers Jackson, Jr. .……………………..........362-0907 
Traditional Choir: Theresa Carmen................................  921-7315 
Usher’s Coordinator: Walter Ennis………………..............775-7332 

 This Week’s Prayer 

 O Lord, raise up your power and come to deliver us, 
that we who are oppressed by temptations may be defended 
by your power, that the hosts of the enemy may never pre-
vail against us. Hear us in your mercy, O Lord Christ, who 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 

A Prayer for the First Sunday of Advent 
 Father, let your hope arise in our hearts! Lift our eyes up to see that you alone are where our hope comes from. Help us to 
shake off the anxiety, discouragements, and distractions that have filled this year. May we pause to remember that we 
have hope in you. You know the end of our stories, and we give thanks because you have promised that it will be a victorious 
ending. Give us the grace we need to wrap up this year joyfully. We invite your Spirit into this beautiful Advent season. Renew 
our sense of holy anticipation! Let us be those who are waiting eagerly for Jesus to come again. More than anything, we ask that 
you be glorified in this season of expectation. Amen. 
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Mass Readings 
November 28th - December 5th 

Sunday 

First Sunday of Advent 

Jer 33:14-16; Psalm 25; 1Thes 3:12--4:2                                     

Gospel: Luke 21:25-28, 34-36 

Monday 

Is 2:1-5; Psalms 122 

Gospel: Mt 8:5-11 

Tuesday 

Feast of Saint Andrew 

Rom 10:9-18; Psalms 19 

Gospel: Mt 4:18-22 

Wednesday 

Is 25:6-10a; Psalms 23                                                    

Gospel: Mt 15:29-37 

 Thursday 

Is 26:1-6; Psalm118                                                    

Gospel: Mt 7:21, 24-27 

Friday 

Is 29:17-24; Psalms 27 

Gospel: Mt 9:27-31 

Saturday 

Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Psalms 147 

 Gospel: Mt 9:35--10:1, 5a, 6-8                                         

Sunday 

Second Sunday of Advent 

Bar 5:1-9; Psalm 126; Phil 1:4-6, 8-11                               

Gospel: Luke 3:1-6 

Happy Birthday 

Father Thomas F. Clark, S. J. 

TASHARVIS  ELLISON 11/28 

SHAZLY JONES 11/28 

VERA DECUIR 11/29 

D'LANA FRANCOIS 11/29 

LATISA SAM 11/29 

KAREN TUGGLE 11/29 

ALBERT JOHNSON, SR. 11/30 

JOHNNY HARRIS 11/30 

BERNARD WASHINGTON 11/30 

ELIZABETH BELLAIRE 12/1 

KEVIN GILLIE 12/1 

CHRIS HODGE 12/1 

SUMMER ZILAITIS 12/1 

HELEN TAYLOR 12/1 

SHANITA  VANCE 12/1 

ELAINA HARLEAUX 12/2 

SHAWN WALLACE 12/2 

RITA BARTHELEMY 12/2 

TEDRICK NIXON 12/3 

JODI SLAN 12/3 

TRINITY  SMITH 12/3 

LINDA BANKS 12/4 

NZINGA BERRY 12/4 

MICHELE BURBANK 12/4 

THOMAS  HIVES, JR. 12/4 

CHRISTI HODGE 12/4 

THE SEASON OF ADVENT 
 Today we begin the Season of Advent, the beginning of a new church year. Advent is our 
time of preparation for the celebration of the birth of Christ at Christmas. Advent is marked 
by a spirit of joyful and prayerful waiting and anticipation. The themes of the Advent Sundays 
are: (1) hope and joy at the Lord’s return in glory, (2) the call to conversion by John the Bap-

tist, (3) rejoice because the Lord is near, and (4) Mary’s “yes” to an uncertain future. Advent consists of two parts: 
from the first Sunday to December 15 and from December 16 to 24. The second part intensifies our expectation 
of the Lord’s presence among us.  The color of Advent is purple that is the liturgical color of waiting and pen-
ance.  The Third Sunday’s color is rose or pink—a lighter shade that highlights the nearness of the Lord. Give 
some time for Advent this year.  Don’t rush into Christmas but take some quiet time for joyful waiting and hope-
ful expectation. 

 
SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR MAKING ADVENT SPECIAL 

 Let’s make Advent 2021 a special time of spiritual renewal.  We are feeling more confident this year to gath-
er for Mass and other events.  Let’s take advantage of this because we do not know when it might be taken away! 
Please come to Mass as often as you can especially on Christmas Eve and Day.  Here are some suggestions for a 
blessed Advent:  

• Come to Mass as often as possible especially on Christmas Eve and Day 

• Read the meditation in the Little Blue Book each day 

• Read one chapter of the Gospel of Luke each day from December 1 to 24 and on Christmas morning you 
will know who this Savior is that is born for you. 

• Gather a group of family and friends for an Advent retreat day. We will provide materials.  Organize as a day 
or a morning or two mornings at a house or at the church-- whatever works for you.  Take time out to reflect 

REMEMBER OUR ADVENT GIV-
ING TREE 

 Please remember our Advent Giving 
Tree. Please donate $20 and we will buy a 
gift, wrap and deliver it to the residents of 
Pines Retirement Center of Baton Rouge 
and Elissalde Community Home. Let’s 

spread some Christmas joy to our brothers and sisters!  
Please donate as soon as possible by placing it in the Sun-
day offertory collection, or We Share or Givelify.  Please 

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 

CHRISTMAS EVE: 4:00 pm Vigil Mass 

CHRISTMAS DAY: 12:00 AM Midnight and 10:30 AM Morning 

HOLY FAMILY SUNDAY (DECEMBER 26) No Vigil Mass, 8:00 am and 10:30 am 

NEW YEAR’S EVE: 4:00 pm Vigil Mass 

NEW YEAR’S DAY: 10:30 am 

EPIPHANY (JANUARY 2): No Vigil Mass, 8:00 am and 10:30 am 

FR. JOSH JOHNSON OUR GUEST ON DECEMBER 12 
 Father Josh Johnson, the Director of Vocations for the Diocese, will be visiting with us on 
Sunday, December 12 and will celebrate the 8:00 and 10:30 AM Masses. We ask our parents to 
make a special effort to bring our children and youth to Mass that day so that they can hear 
Father Josh speak about discerning God’s call in our life and finding our vocation. Our true 
happiness and peace in our life lies in discovering what God’s plan is for us and answering that 

OUR CHURCH ANNIVERSARY 
 It was two years ago that we 
completed the church renovations 
and celebrated its blessing with 
Bishop Duca on December 15.  
At the same time we are celebrat-
ing the 68th Anniversary of the 
original dedication of the church 
on December 12. This is truly a 

time of thanksgiving for the countless ways God has blessed 
us as a church family.  Let us also pray that we will continue 
to be open to the Spirit and be attentive to the new ways in 
which God may be calling us to serve. Let us never say, “But, 
we have always done it that way!”  We should begin to think 
how we would like to celebrate our 70th Anniversary in 2023. 


