THIS WEEK IN BLACK HISTORY
Henrietta Smith Bowers Duterte

Henrietta Duterte was an African-American funeral home owner, philanthropist, and abolitionist from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. She was the first American woman to own a mortuary, and her business operated as a stop on the Underground Railroad.
Henrietta Duterte was born to an affluent, free black family and raised in Philadelphia's Seventh Ward, which was popularized by its inclusion in W.E.B. DuBois' The Philadelphia Negro, the first-ever sociological study of a black American community.
She was one of 13 children, including entrepreneur, organist, and abolitionist John C. Bowers, and Thomas Bowers, a renowned
opera singer known as "The Colored Mario." Known for her fashionable attire, she began her career as a tailor. In 1852 she married Francis A. Duterte, a Haitian-American owner of an undertaking business. Tragically, none of their children survived infancy
and Francis died in 1858.
After her husband's passing, Henrietta took over the funeral parlor, and became the first American woman to operate such a
business. The funeral home earned a reputation for quick undertaking service, which was necessary in the time before modernday embalming methods. The business was estimated to gross $8,000/year (about $211,500 as of 2017) under her ownership.
Duterte was a member of the Underground Railroad, and used her business to assist fugitive slaves from southern states
seeking freedom in the North. She often hid runaway slaves in coffins or disguised them as part of funeral processions. In addition, the success of the funeral parlor allowed her to make generous contributions to her community, and she supported the AME
Church of St. Thomas, the Philadelphia Home for Aged and Infirm Colored Persons, and the Freedman's Aid Society, which was
created after the Civil War to provide assistance to formerly enslaved people in Tennessee.
Later in her life, she transferred ownership of the funeral home to her nephew, Joseph Seth. Henrietta died at the age of 86
on December 23, 1903, and is interred at the historic Eden Cemetery in Collingdale, Pennsylvania.
Sacraments
RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION):
Saturdays 3:00 PM and by appointment.
BAPTISMS: To arrange and prepare for the celebration of
Baptism, please call the Pastor to schedule an appointment.
Baptisms are usually celebrated on Sunday afternoon.
FUNERAL: Please call the parish as soon as possible to
make arrangements for the Mass of Christian Burial.
VISITING THE SICK: If you or a family member are sick or in
the hospital, please call the parish so that a pastoral visit can be
arranged. The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick may be
celebrated in the parish before hospitalization. Please call also
to arrange for a Eucharistic minister to bring Communion to the
sick. If you would like to request prayers for someone who is
sick, please call the parish so that the name may be placed in
the bulletin.
MARRIAGES: Preparation must begin at least six months
prior to the wedding. Please make arrangements with the
parish before scheduling the reception.
ANNULMENTS/CONVALIDATION: Please arrange a meeting
with the Pastor to begin the process of celebrating your
marriage in the Church.
NEW PARISHIONERS: Catholics who would like to be
registered as parishioners of Immaculate Conception and
receive stewardship envelopes should call the parish secretary
or fill out a form in the vestibule of the church.
RCIA: Adults who desire to explore the possibility of
becoming a member of the Catholic Church should contact the
RCIA (Rite for the Christian
Initiation of Adults) team.
Preparation usually begins in September and Baptism or
Reception is celebrated at the next Easter Vigil.

TUITION ASSISTANCE: Some financial aid for tuition assistance to
Catholic schools is available to registered members of the parish. This
is a one time grant of no more than $1,000.00 to needy families to
assist them during a time of financial crisis. Eligible families should
write a letter to the Pastor who will evaluate the request with the

To Whom Do We Go
Adult Formation: Lovenia Watson.....................................778-1977
Altar Servers: Bradley DeRouen …..................218-8292 / 284-597
Child Protection Coord:..............................................Andrea Toles
Eucharistic Ministers: Beulah Decuir……………..............229-6076
Gospel Choir/Adult: Daphne Alex…………………............936-4051
Gospel Choir/Youth: Tara Winder ………………..............428-5981
Hall Rental: Juliet Betts…………………………….............775-7067
Ministry Council/Chair: Georgia Jenkins…………............775-5824
Ministry to the Sick: Gene Decuir…………………............229-6076
Pantry/Food and Vouchers: ………………………............774-3661
Sacristan: Rogers Jackson, Jr. .……………………..........362-0907
Traditional Choir: Theresa Carmen................................ 921-7315
Usher’s Coordinator: Walter Ennis………………..............775-7332

This Week’s Prayer
Lord God, it is hard for me to accept when someone I
care about hurts me. I don’t want to talk to this person anymore. I consider our friendship to be over. And all because
my pride is bruised. Please help me recognize when I am
not giving others a chance. Amen.

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH

BATON ROUGE, LA

TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

OCTOBER 6, 2019

Happy Birthday
Father Thomas F. Clark, S. J.
CIVIC ACADEMY:
A GROCERY STORE IN SCOTLANDVILLE
On Thursday, October 10, at 6:30
PM in the Activity Center, we will host
a Civic Academy on the location of a
grocery store in our community. Together Baton Rouge will make a
presentation on this effort and a report
on the progress that has been made thus far. We will
then divide into small groups and discuss what you feel
are important issues in the community to be addressed.
The goal of this meeting will be to form a Social Justice
Ministry at Immaculate Conception to work on these issues in collaboration with our neighboring churches.
Everyone is welcome and encouraged to attend.
BUILDING FUND:
REDUCING OUR DEBT
Father Clark is asking
250 parishioners to commit to
contribute $30 per month. If
we had this level of participation, we would be able to retire our debt in seven years.
If you are able to do so, please fill out a form that is in
the foyer. Every contribution is valued and important. If
you are unable to give $30, please write whatever you are
able to give and it will be greatly appreciated. Thank you,
members of Immaculate Conception, for your extraordinary generosity to our church.
TRUNK OR TREAT: OCTOBER 27 5:00-7:00 PM
The Junior Daughters KPC will sponsor the annual Trunk or Treat celebration
on Sunday, October 27 from 5:00-7:00 PM
in the parking lot in front of the Activity
Center. We are seeking volunteers to decorate the trunk of their cars. If you would like to be part
of the fun, contact Jr. Daughter Counselor Katrina Freeman or Jr. Knight Commander Gerald Berzat. Security
in the parking lot will be provided during the event.

SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY HOMECOMING
Saturday, November 2 is SU Homecoming.
No Saturday 4:00 PM Vigil Mass that day.

INVITATION TO BECOME ALTAR SERVERS
We invite boys and girls in the fourth grade and
up who have received their First Holy Communion to
become altar servers. Altar server practice is held on
Fridays at 5:30 PM in the Activity Center. We are
grateful for the dedication of our new altar servers who have been
faithfully preparing for this ministry.

SAINTS-FALCONS TICKET RAFFLE
During the month of October, raffle tickets
for two tickets and a parking pass to the November 10 Saints-Falcons game will be on sale after all
the Masses. Chances are $2.00 each and 3 for
$5.00. The drawing will take place after the 10:30
AM Mass on November 3. The raffle will benefit the MLK
Catholic Student Center.
HUMAN TRAFFICKING
HIDDEN IN PLAIN SIGHT
October 8, 2019 - 7:00 pm in the Isidore Center
St. Isidore Catholic Church
This free presentation, sponsored by the
St. Isidore Preaux Life Committee, will include recognizing warning signs, how to report, and how to fight human trafficking, and
more. Presented by Danielle Van Haute, Associate Director of Respect Life for the Diocese of Baton Rouge.
A light supper will be provided. For more information please
contact Danielle at dvanhaute@diobr.org or (225)242-0164, or
call St. Isidore at 775-8850. All are invited.
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS OPEN HOUSE
Sacred Heart School will host an open
house on Thursday, October 10, from 9:00
AM to 1:00 PM. Everyone is welcome.
Cristo Rey Franciscan High School
will have an open house on Thursday, October
24 from 5:30 -7:30 PM. Learn about the educational opportunities that Cristo Rey presents.
GET OUT AND VOTE ON OCTOBER 12
If you haven’t already voted, be sure to
get out and vote on Saturday, October 12 in
this important state wide election. It’s
YOUR VOTE. It’s YOUR VOICE.
YOUR VOTE MATTERS!

The opposite of poverty is not wealth.
The opposite of poverty is justice.
Bryan Stevenson
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Mass Readings
October 6th- October 13th

Sunday
Hab 1:2-3; 2:2-4; Psalm 95; 2 Tim 1:6-8, 13-14
Gospel: Luke 17:5-10
Monday
Jonah 1:1--2:1-2,11; Jonah 2
Gospel: Luke 10:25-37
Tuesday
Jonah 3:1-10; Psalm 130
Gospel: Luke 10:38-42
Wednesday
Jonah 4:1-11; Psalm 86
Gospel: Luke 11:1-4
Thursday
Mal 3:13-20b; Psalm 1
Gospel: Luke 11:5-13
Friday
Joel 1:13-15; 2:1-2; Psalm 9
Gospel: Luke 11:15-26
Saturday
Joel 4:12-21; Psalm 97
Gospel: Luke 11:27-28
Sunday
2 Kings 5:14-17; Psalm 98; 2 Tim 2:8-13
Gospel: Luke 17:11-19
Forms for new parishioners or changes

WALKING WARRIORS HEALTH
AND WELLNESS MINISTRY
HEALTHY TIDBIT: October is the
month to recognize and learn about many,
but not all, health care professions. Health
care professions that are recognized in October are: case management, chiropractic,
dental hygiene, diagnostic medical sonography, emergency
nursing, health care facilities and engineering, health care
food services, health care security and safety, medical assistant, medical library, midwifery, nephrology technician/
technology, nuclear science, orthopedic nursing, pharmacy,
pharmacy technician, physical therapy, physician assistant,
and respiratory care. Thank you to our ICCC parishioners
who are health care professionals and to all health care professionals for the services you provide! welcoa.org

are located in the vestibule of the church.

SAVE THE DATES: CHURCH BLESSING

Sunday, December 1 at 4:00 PM: Interfaith Prayer Service
with the SU Gospel Choir and a reception to follow in the Activity Center.
Sunday, December 8 at 10:30 AM: Family and Friends Sunday with Parish Picnic to follow in the Activity Center.
Sunday, December 15 at 2:00 PM: Blessing of the Church
with Bishop Duca. Reception to follow in the Activity Center.

