
Sacraments 
RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION): 
Saturdays 3:00 PM and by appointment. 
BAPTISMS: To arrange and prepare for the celebration of Baptism, 
please call the Pastor to schedule an appointment. Baptisms are usually 
celebrated on Sunday afternoon. 
FUNERAL: Please call the parish as soon as possible to make 
arrangements for the Mass of Christian Burial. 
VISITING THE SICK: If you or a family member are sick or in the 
hospital, please call the parish so that a pastoral visit can be arranged. 
The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick may be celebrated in the 
parish before hospitalization. Please call also to arrange for a 
Eucharistic minister to bring Communion to the sick. If you would like to 
request prayers for someone who is sick, please call the parish so that 
the name may be placed in the bulletin. 
MARRIAGES: Preparation must begin at least six months prior to the 
wedding. Please make arrangements with the parish before scheduling 
the reception. 
ANNULMENTS/CONVALIDATION: Please arrange a meeting with the 
Pastor to begin the process of celebrating your marriage in the Church. 
NEW PARISHIONERS: Catholics who would like to be registered as 
parishioners of Immaculate Conception and receive stewardship 
envelopes should call the parish secretary or fill out a form in the 
vestibule of the church. 
RCIA: Adults who desire to explore the possibility of becoming a 
member of the Catholic Church should contact the RCIA (Rite for the 
Christian  Initiation of Adults) team. Preparation usually begins in 
September and Baptism or Reception is celebrated at the next Easter 
Vigil. 
TUITION ASSISTANCE: Some financial aid for tuition assistance to 
Catholic schools is available to registered members of the parish. This is 
a one time grant of no more than $1,000.00 to needy families to assist 
them during a time of financial crisis. Eligible families should write a 
letter to the Pastor who will evaluate the request with the Financial 
Advisory Committee. 

To Whom Do We Go 
Adult Formation: Lovenia Watson.....................................778-1977 

  Child Protection Coord: Andrea Toles.....................(504)491-6556 
Eucharistic Ministers: Beulah Decuir……………..............229-6076 
Gospel Choir/Adult: Daphne Alex…………………............936-4051 
Gospel Choir/Youth: Tara Winder ………………..............428-5981 
Hall Rental: Juliet Betts…………………………….............775-7067 
Ministry Council/Chair: Georgia Jenkins…………............775-5824 
Pantry/Food and Vouchers: ………………………............774-3661 
Sacristan: Rogers Jackson, Jr. .……………………..........362-0907 
Traditional Choir: Deadra James Mackie...........................772-3401 
Usher’s Coordinator: Walter Ennis………………......(504)427-6459 

 THIS WEEK IN BLACK HISTORY 

Immaculate Conception Catholic Church 
1565 Curtis Street - Baton Rouge, LA 70807 

Office Phone: (225) 775-7067 - Information: (225) 775-7062 
Fax: (225) 775-0775 - Email: clarktf2002@yahoo.com 
Web Site Address: www.immaculateconceptionbr.org 

Immaculate Conception Church is a Black Catholic Church 
serving the family of God and feeding the soul of the Community. 

 
PASTOR: Father Thomas F. Clark, S.J. ....................(225) 775-7067/(225) 773-2036 
IN RESIDENCE: Father Fred Kammer, S.J. ......................................(225) 774-3241 
SECRETARY: Juliet Betts .......................................................................(225) 775-7067 
PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION: 
   COORDINATOR: Gloria DeRouen ...................................................(225) 936-8162 
   ASSISTANT TO COORDINATOR: Stephanie Yearby ..................(214) 881-5663 
RCIA COORDINATOR: Cathy Glover ..............................................(225) 772-6099 
MLK/SU CATHOLIC STUDENT CENTER: 
Joyce Johnson - Wilfred Johnson ..............................................................(225) 775-8691 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00 PM 

Sunday Mass: 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM 
Weekday Masses: MLK Chapel 
Mon., Tues., Wed., Thurs., 12:10 PM 

 Holy Day Masses: 
Vigil Mass: 7:00 PM and 12:10 PM 

 This Week’s Prayer 
Lord, I know my tongue often gets ahead of my mind 

and heart. I am quick to speak and I repent of the many 

thoughtless things I have spoken. I am sorry for the words 

I have spoken in anger or in gossip. Please help me to see 

when I am about  to speak without thinking and to check 

my heart. Help me be slow to speak. Help me Lord to be a 

person full of loving words, full of your Spirit, overflowing 

with love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, gentleness and 

self control. Amen.  

Marlin Briscoe 

 
From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at 

the hands of the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third 

day be raised to life. Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall never 

happen to you!” 

Matthew 16:21-22 

September 3, 2023 

Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 Today’s Gospel continues the story that began in last week’s Gospel. Simon Peter was called the “rock” 

upon which Jesus would build his Church, and yet Peter continues to show the limitations of his understanding 

of Jesus’ identity. Now that the disciples have acknowledged that Jesus is the Messiah, Jesus confides in them 

the outcome of his ministry: he must suffer and die in Jerusalem to be raised on the third day. Peter rejects 

this prediction, and Jesus rebukes him severely, calling him “Satan.” In opposing this aspect of Jesus’ mission, 

Peter shows that he is no longer speaking based on the revelation from God but as a human being. Jesus then 

teaches all of the disciples about the difficult path of discipleship: to be Christ’s disciple is to follow in his way 

of the cross.  

Marlin Briscoe has been acknowledged by the Pro Football Hall of Fame as the 

first Black quarterback to start in a professional football game. Briscoe was born 

on September 10, 1945 in Oakland, Ca. He moved to Omaha, Nebraska, playing 

football at Omaha South High School before moving on to Omaha University, 

now the University of Nebraska at Omaha. The 5’10, 177 pound QB was nick-

named “The Magician” while starring as quarterback. But In 1966, Briscoe was 

drafted to the AFL in the 14th round as a cornerback by the Denver Broncos. 

  In 1968, what we know as the National Football league today was two different leagues – the American Football League 

and the National Football League. Denver was then an AFL team. Unwilling to give up his position, Briscoe asked to audition at 

quarterback. His tenacity helped him win a start at quarterback, which made him the first Black quarterback to start at the po-

sition in professional football. (Another pioneer, the aptly named Willie Thrower, was the first to appear as a quarterback in 

the NFL for the Chicago Bears in 1953, but was only active in 2 NFL games, ultimately playing four seasons in Canada.) 

Briscoe’s first game was against the Boston Patriots on October 29, 1968. He started the next game against the Cincinnati Ben-

gals and four more that season, throwing for 1,589 yards and 14 touchdowns. Like Jackson, Briscoe was a mobile quarterback 

who ran for 308 yards, scoring three touchdowns. 

 Despite his accomplishments, Briscoe would not return at quarterback for Denver and was released from the team at his 

request. But his football career didn’t end there. After a stint in the Canadian league, Briscoe returned to the NFL as a receiv-

er, first for the Buffalo Bills. He ultimately won two Super Bowls with the Miami Dolphins, one of them in the 1972 champion-

ship season when the team went undefeated. 

 Briscoe’s nine-year NFL career ended with the New England Patriots in 1976. He went on to a successful business career, 

overcame a cocaine addiction and is now retired. 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/21st-sunday-in-ordinary-time-a-sunday-connection
https://theundefeated.com/features/willie-thrower-perfect-name-for-a-trailblazing-quarterback/
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Mass Readings 
September 3rd - September 10th 

Sunday 

Jer 20:7-9; Psalm 63; Rom 12:1-2                        

Gospel: Mt 16:21-27 

 Monday 

1 Thes 4:13-18; Psalm 96 

Gospel: Lk 4:16-30 

Tuesday 

1 Thes 5:1-6, 9-11; Psalm 27 

Gospel Lk 4:31-37 

Wednesday 

Col 1:1-8; Psalm 52                                                  

Gospel: Lk 4:38-44 

 Thursday 

Col 1:9-14; Psalm 98                                                    

Gospel: Lk 5:1-11 

Friday 

Feast of The Nativity of                                             

The Blessed Virgin Mary 

Mi 5:1-4a; Psalm 13 

Gospel: Mt 1:1-16,18-23 

Saturday 

Col 1:21-23; Psalm 54                                                     

Gospel: Lk 6:1-5 

Sunday 

Ez 33:7-9; Psalm 95; Rom 13:8-10                        

Gospel: Mt 18:15-20 

Father Thomas F. Clark, S. J. 

Happy Birthday 

Forms for new parishioners or changes                                            
are located in the vestibule of the church. 

KNIGHT OF PETER CLAVER COUNCIL 116 
BBQ DINNERS 

Saturday, September 23, 2023 -- 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 
Immaculate Conception Catholic Church 

Parish Activity Center 
1565 Curtis St. Baton Rouge, La. 

Menu: 
1/4 chicken, potato salad, baked beans, bread and dessert 

$13.00 per plate 
For tickets or information, please contact: 

Gerald Berzat (225-276-4674) or Warren Belezaire (225-241-9616) 

MICHAEL JAMES 9/3 

SHEILA SIMS 9/3 

KIMBERLY THOMAS 9/3 

PATRICK GRIFFIN, II 9/5 

RASHIDA MCKNIGHT 9/5 

JOSHUA MORRISON 9/5 

CATHERINE STEVENSON 9/5 

CODY HULBERT 9/6 

KAREN JARRETT 9/6 

THERESA MIMS 9/6 

DEWAYNE PATIN 9/6 

BARRY RICARD 9/6 

ANTHONY AUGUSTINE 9/7 

MELISSA HODGE 9/7 

HOLLY JENKINS 9/7 

RICHARD OKOYE 9/7 

ANDREA HARLEAUX 9/7 

THADDEUS ALLEN 9/8 

JOSHUA BELL 9/8 

BRENDA DEROUEN 9/8 

AHMOND FUTRELL 9/9 

LAUREN JACKSON 9/9 

PARISH COUNCIL OF MINISTRIES 
MINUTES 

August 22, 2023 
 Ten members of the Council and interested parishioners attended the Parish Council of Ministries meeting on Thurs-
day, August 24 at 6:30 PM. At this meeting we had a “spiritual conversation” about our parish vision and mission.  We began 
by reading Matthew 9: 9-13 in which Jesus says that his mission is to show mercy to those who are on the peripheries: sinners 
and tax collectors. We also read from Pope Francis’ letter, The Joy of the Gospel, in which he urges parish churches to focus on 
outreach. He calls us to be missionaries that seek to communicate the core message of the Gospel: the healing mercy of God. 
He exhorts parish churches to transform the world around them and to let themselves be transformed to better serve those in 
need both spiritually and physically. The Pope asks parish churches to be “field hospitals.” 
 The group divided into two and met separately.  In the first round, each group reflected on what they read and shared 
what resonated with them. Members shared that we are called to reach out to everyone we meet without distinction. We seek 
to know their needs, even the needs of those who do not express their needs. We show mercy. We accompany people on 
their journey. We try to give hope. Each group then took three minutes of silence to reflect on what they had just heard.  In 
the second round of sharing, members felt the need to be active listeners. We cannot be too busy to let a person be seen and 
heard. Often it is not the tasks we accomplish, but the time we spend listening. After two minutes of reflection, we again 
shared the need to listen to our youth, and to engage in effective collaboration and strategic planning to respond to the needs 
we have heard. Active listening lets you see the bigger picture.  We model the change we want to see. 
 The group concluded that as a church our primary mission is to be person oriented and to work at building relation-
ships by active listening and making each person feel valued. This attention to both the physical, spiritual, and emotional 
needs is primary. As our mission statement says: we serve the needs and feed the soul of the community. Key words for the 
participants are need, active listening, response, invite, and change. Members liked this format because it fostered greater par-
ticipation, was thought provoking, encouraged us to do more, and gave us focus. 
 News and announcements: tribute to Dr. Wilbur Clarke; ICCC has been chosen as a Lighthouse site; PSR begins on 
September 10; KPC BBQ on September 23. 

PLANNING MEETING FOR OUR PARISH PICNIC 
There will be a Planning Meeting for the Parish Picnic on Wednesday, September 6 at 6:30 PM in the 
Parish Ministry Building.  All those who would like to join in planning and working the picnic are 
encouraged to attend. 
 

THANK YOU FOR THE REPONSE TO THE APPEAL 
Thank you to all who responded to Father Clark’s appeal for an increase in contributions to the Offertory.  
Our last two Sunday Offertories have seen an increase.  Please keep it up as we meet the challenges of 
rising costs. Even a small increase of $5 or $10 helps! Thank you for always being so responsive.   
 

SOUTHERN-JACKSON STATE WEEKEND 
There will be 4:00 PM Vigil Mass on Saturday, September 9, the day of the Southern-Jackson State game.  The 
Knights will sell parking spaces in the Harding Blvd parking lot.  We will save parking spaces in the church lots 
for those attending the Vigil Mass.  After Mass, anyone can park for the game. We only cancel the Vigil Mass on 
Homecoming Day, Saturday, October 14. 

 
PARISH OFFICE CLOSED ON LABOR DAY 

The Parish Office will be closed on Monday, September 4, in observance of Labor Day.  There will be Mass 
at 12:10 PM in the chapel at the MLK Catholic Student Center.  There will be no Bible Study on Monday eve.  
There will be in person Bible Study on Thursday, September 7. 


