THIS WEEK IN BLACK HISTORY
The Oblate Sisters of Providence

The Oblate Sisters of Providence are the oldest order of Black nuns in the world. Founded in 1829 by Rev. Father James Hector Joubert and Mother Mary Elizabeth Lange, the order still exists today and continues Mother Mary’s dedication of service to
children and the poor.
Not much is known about Lange’s early life and historians have produced several conflicting documents. What most researchers agree on is that she was born around 1784 in Santiago de Cuba and raised in the French-speaking region of the nation. Lange
was also connected to a family of means and social standing.
After arriving in Baltimore in 1813, Lange encountered other Caribbean people and realized they should be educated. Though
Maryland was then a slave state, Lange began teaching people for free using her own money and the home she shared with Mary
Frances Balas in Fells Point. In 1828, Father Joubert came to Lange with the idea of beginning a school for Black girls, which subsequently led Lange to pledge her life to the Catholic Church. In July 1829, Lange, Sister Balas and two other women formed the
Oblate Sisters order. In 1831, the order was officially recognized by the larger church body.
The Oblates, as they were sometimes called, recognized the trials and barriers Black people faced in America and worked
tirelessly to serve the needy. Racism and gender discrimination also visited the Oblates but according to accounts, they never wavered from their godly call to serve. As Mother Superior, Lange was seen as the face of the order, but all of the sisters were known
contributors. Lange lived a long life, working until she died in February 1882. In recent times, The Oblates have campaigned for
Lange to be considered for sainthood because of her work for the church.
Sacraments

RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION):
Saturdays 3:00 PM and by appointment.
BAPTISMS: To arrange and prepare for the celebration of Baptism,
please call the Pastor to schedule an appointment. Baptisms are usually
celebrated on Sunday afternoon.
FUNERAL: Please call the parish as soon as possible to make
arrangements for the Mass of Christian Burial.
VISITING THE SICK: If you or a family member are sick or in the
hospital, please call the parish so that a pastoral visit can be arranged.
The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick may be celebrated in the
parish before hospitalization. Please call also to arrange for a
Eucharistic minister to bring Communion to the sick. If you would like to
request prayers for someone who is sick, please call the parish so that
the name may be placed in the bulletin.
MARRIAGES: Preparation must begin at least six months prior to the
wedding. Please make arrangements with the parish before scheduling
the reception.
ANNULMENTS/CONVALIDATION: Please arrange a meeting with the
Pastor to begin the process of celebrating your marriage in the Church.
NEW PARISHIONERS: Catholics who would like to be registered as
parishioners of Immaculate Conception and receive stewardship
envelopes should call the parish secretary or fill out a form in the
vestibule of the church.
RCIA: Adults who desire to explore the possibility of becoming a
member of the Catholic Church should contact the RCIA (Rite for the
Christian Initiation of Adults) team. Preparation usually begins in
September and Baptism or Reception is celebrated at the next Easter
Vigil.
TUITION ASSISTANCE: Some financial aid for tuition assistance to
Catholic schools is available to registered members of the parish. This is
a one time grant of no more than $1,000.00 to needy families to assist
them during a time of financial crisis. Eligible families should write a
letter to the Pastor who will evaluate the request with the Financial
Advisory Committee.

To Whom Do We Go

Adult Formation: Lovenia Watson.....................................778-1977
Altar Servers: Bradley DeRouen …................218-8292 / 284-5970
Child Protection Coord:..............................................Andrea Toles
Eucharistic Ministers: Beulah Decuir……………..............229-6076
Gospel Choir/Adult: Daphne Alex…………………............936-4051
Gospel Choir/Youth: Tara Winder ………………..............428-5981
Hall Rental: Juliet Betts…………………………….............775-7067
Ministry Council/Chair: Georgia Jenkins…………............775-5824
Ministry to the Sick: Gene Decuir…………………............229-6076
Pantry/Food and Vouchers: ………………………............774-3661
Sacristan: Rogers Jackson, Jr. .……………………..........362-0907
Traditional Choir: Theresa Carmen................................ 921-7315
Usher’s Coordinator: Walter Ennis………………..............775-7332

This Week’s Prayer
Heavenly Father, when I face difficult hours in my life,
hours when in tears I fall to my knees, take the humble offering of my feeble faith and make it strong through your
sustaining power. Amen.
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Happy Birthday
Father Thomas F. Clark, S. J.
ATTENDANCE AT MASS
During Phase II of the state’s regulations during the pandemic, we must limit our attendance at each
Mass to fifty persons. Fifty is the capacity of our church while maintaining social distancing. In order to
insure our compliance, we will initiate the following policy effective immediately.
1. Everyone (including musicians, lectors, ministers of hospitality, etc.) must sign up for the Mass they wish to attend. You may sign up on the Sign Up Genius app or by calling the office or sending a text, email, or phone call.
You must sign up by 5:00 PM on Friday.
2. Anyone who comes to church without signing up (and there are already 50 people who have signed up) will be
put on a waiting list and asked to wait in the foyer. At 10 minutes before the beginning of Mass, if a person who
has signed up has not arrived, we will give the seat to those on the waiting list.
3. Once we reach 50 persons in church, we must ask that you wait in your car and you may receive Communion at
the end of Mass.
4. Parishioners are encouraged to attend the 4:00 PM Saturday Vigil Mass and the 8:00 AM Sunday Mass as there
are plenty of seats available at these Masses. Since there is no obligation to attend Sunday Mass, you may also
choose to come to a daily Mass at 12:10 PM (Monday through Thursday). You may also consider attending Mass
every other week to give others an opportunity to attend Mass. The live stream of the 10:30 AM Mass on Facebook and YouTube (Immaculate Conception BR) will always be available.
5. We initiate this policy to keep everyone safe. The virus is prevalent and we run a risk of becoming infected
when we gather in groups indoors. These measures lessen the risk. If anyone is sick or has an underlying condition or is nervous about gathering in groups, they should stay home.

PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION
Parish School of Religion begins on Sunday, September 13 at 9:15 AM via Zoom. All classes
will be remote for the time being. We ask that families register their children as soon as possible
on the parish website (www.immaculateconceptionbr.org). Hard copy registration forms are also
available in the church foyer and the parish office. Teachers will contact parents of the children
with a Zoom invitation. Parents must be with their children in the Zoom meeting to comply with child protection
guidelines. We also hope that this will promote a family learning experience. Families will receive materials in both
hard copy form and on line. We expect that these materials will arrive from the publisher by the end of September.
We ask everyone’s cooperation and patience as we move our PSR to a remote setting. We feel it is very important
that we do all in our power to continue our children and youth’s religious formation in the midst of the pandemic.

HURRICANE LAURA DISASTER RELIEF

We are joining with the Diocese of Baton Rouge in offering assistance to those
impacted by Hurricane Laura. This weekend is the second weekend we are taking up
a special collection that the Diocese of BR will forward to the Diocese of Lake
Charles and other dioceses as needed. You may contribute by placing your donation
in the basket marked “Hurricane Laura Relief” in the foyer or by contributing online
at We Share on the website or through Givelify. You may also contribute by going to the Diocese of Baton Rouge
website (www.diobr.org) as well as to the Catholic Charities website (www.ccdiobr.org). We are also collecting gift
cards of any denomination to stores such as Walmart, Home Depot, Lowe’s, Target, etc. We will give these gift
cards to a church in Lake Charles for distribution. Let us be as generous as we can in gratitude for the way in which
so many helped Baton Rouge during the flood in 2016.
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PARISH OFFICE CLOSED ON LABOR DAY

The Parish Office will be closed on Monday, September 7 in observance of Labor Day. We will celebrate Mass at
12:10 PM. However, we will not have Bible Study Monday
evening. Bible Study will resume on Monday, September 14.

Mass Readings
September 6th - September 13th

Sunday
Ez 33:7-9; Psalm 95; Rom 13:8-10
Gospel: Matt 18:15-20
Monday
1 Cor 5:1-8; Psalm 5
Gospel: Luke 6:6-11
Tuesday
Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Mi 5:1-4a; Psalm 13
Gospel: Matt 1:1-16, 18-23
Wednesday
1 Cor 7:25-31; Psalm 45
Gospel: Luke 6:20-26
Thursday
1 Cor 8:1b-7, 11-13; Psalm 139
Gospel: Luke 6:27-38
Friday
1 Cor 9:16-19, 22b-27; Psalm 84
Gospel: Luke 6:39-42
Saturday
1 Cor 10:14-22; Psalm 116
Gospel: Luke 6:43-49
Sunday
Sir 27:30--28:7; Psalm 103; Rom 14:7-9
Gospel: Matt 18:21-35
Forms for new parishioners or changes
are located in the vestibule of the church.

