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Recommendations  
For each service, we would invite you to dress as you would to come to 

Church and to watch our Mass on Youtube Channel at St Patrick Wentzville. 
Please subscribe to our channel to receive future notifications.  

 

Build an Altar  
 
Outside of the Holy of Holies where the Ark 
of the Covenant was held, an altar was 
erected so God’s people could offer sacrifice. 
They would come and buy a goat, or lamb, or 
doves and give them to the priests who would 
sacrifice them on the altar – as an expiation 
for sins… as an offering requesting 
something from God… animals were 
sacrificed by the priests.  Jesus took upon 
himself all of our faults… and on the altar of 
the cross – became the Offer-er and the 

Offering. For us, the Altar – the table of sacrifice – is an image of Christ, who 
made the ultimate sacrifice, offering his very self to the Father. The altar is the 
cross. That is why the altar is the focal point of our worship . The Catechism calls 
this place in the home where the family can gather to pray: the “little oratory” 
[CCC 2691] 

 



You will need a Crucifix, an image of the Virgin Mary, the Holy Bible,  a 
table, tablecloth, candles (can be electronic candles) and any other religious article 
that you would to place on your altar.  
 
Start by choosing a place (It will be your little oratory) at your home and place 
your table there. Then, cover your table with a white tablecloth. After that, place a 
Crucifix or any image of Christ at the center of the table and an image of Our 
Madonna at the Crucifix’s right side. Next, put any other religious articles (For 
example, the Holy Bible, a statue of your favorite Saint, the Holy Rosary, etc). 
Then, put some candles. (Can be battery candles) Lastly, we would be honored if 
you would take a picture of your altar and  post it to social media.  Tag us in the 
photo or you can send it to us at rebecca@stpatsch.org  and we will post your 
picture on our social media. 
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Blessing of the Altar  

 
All the family together sign themselves with the Sign of the Cross, 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 

Then, the oldest member of the family says:  
Lord, show us your mercy and love. 

 
All family members reply:  

And grant us your salvation. 
 
One of those present reads a text of sacred Scripture.  
 

From the Gospel of Luke (11:9-10) 
 
"And I tell you, ask and you will receive; seek and you will find; knock and the 
door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks, receives; and the one who 
seeks, finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.” 
 
Keep some minutes of silence.  
 
Then the presider says: 
 

May the merciful Lord  
enliven and strengthen by his blessing +   
the spirit of devotion and filial love in your hearts,  
so that you may walk blamelessly through this life  
and happily reach life everlasting and may this Altar represent for 
us Chirst’s presence among us. R. Amen. 

 



 
 


