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Sunday we begin our annual
walk along the path we call
Advent. In Latin, Advent is
ad-venio: “to come to.” Advent
is the time when we prepare to
celebrate that Christ “came to”
us, lived with us, taught us,
saved us, and will come again to bring justice and
peace.
In our daily life when we celebrate anniversaries, birthdays or jubilees we do not pretend
they haven’t happened yet. The same is true of
Advent. In Advent we do not pretend that Christ
hasn’t come yet and we are waiting for the baby to
be born. Rather, we prepare to celebrate that the
world will never be the same. Christ came in the
past! Christ is here in the present! Christ will
come again! We look forward to his coming again in
majesty when we will all experience the fullness of
justice and peace.”
The Advent season is a special time in
the Church year—a time for waiting, preparation, anticipation and joy. There is much anticipation at Christmas time, but it seems to be for
the rustling of presents on Christmas morning. We
are so concerned about all the buying, wrapping,
baking, and partying that the journey of Advent
often gets lost in the hustle and bustle of this time
of year.
Can we show our children how to focus on
the coming of Jesus with so much commercial
competition? Advent reminds us that life is full
of surprises and wonderful discoveries. It is a time
to be open to God’s revelations, to recognize Godwith-us, in Jesus our Emmanuel It’s a time when
God asks great things of us, things we ponder in our
hearts. It’s a time for saying yes to God, “be it
done to me according to your word.”
All Families have also received a
“Countdown to Christmas” Advent Activity booklet. In addition, each child will receive a “Jesse
Tree” activity to be completed at home, and a
Jesse Tree ornament to color and decorate our
giant Tree in the PSR Hallway. A Jesse Tree is a
decorative tree used during Advent to retell the
stories of the Bible that lead to Jesus’s birth. It is
sort of a genealogy of Jesus and will help us to become more familiar with many stories from the Old
Testament. Since Advent is a season of waiting, a
Jesse Tree will help to build joy and anticipation as
we wait for Christmas.
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Virtue of the Month
Generosity:
giving without counting the cost.
Saint of the Week:

12-6

St. Nicholas

Class 1E

First Reconciliation will be celebrated on Thursday, November 30, 2017
at 7:00 PM. Followed by a special
Reception in the Social Hall. The
parish is invited to attend and also
to pray for these children as they
take this next step in their faith
lives. We rejoice with all the children who “have been made new
again” through the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
The Feast of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, is Friday, December 8, and

12-13

St. Mary Magdalen

Class 4C

a holy day of obligation. Catholics
are OBLIGATED to celebrate at
Mass.
Students are expected to
attend the vigil Mass with their families on
Thursday, , December 7 at 7pm

12-20

St. Maximilian Kolbe

Class 6D

The St. Patrick School and PSR 8th graders met with their
sponsors and prayed in the church in preparation
to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation in April.

Christmas Projects: Sts. Joachim &
Ann Care Service ADOPT-A-FAMILY
and Fill Stockings for Ronald McDonald House and Deployed Soldiers!
Final Drop-off date is December 6.

The Parish Giving Tree will be in the
foyer of church during the weeks of
Advent. All donations will be given
to Birthright of Wentzville. The ornaments have been made and the
tree has been decorated by the 4th
grade PSR classes as their service project for
this year.

Jesus said to his disciples:
"Be watchful! Be alert!
You do not know when the time
will come.”
Sunday we begin the season of Advent, which marks the start
of a new liturgical year for the Church. The readings for Sunday
Mass are arranged on a three-year cycle. Each year features a
different Gospel—Matthew, Mark, or Luke. Readings from the
Gospel of John are interspersed throughout all three years.
With this year’s first Sunday of Advent, we begin Cycle B of the
Lectionary, which focuses our attention on the Gospel of Mark.
This week and next week, our readings from Mark’s Gospel
present two important Advent themes: the Lord’s return at the
end of time and John the Baptist’s preparation for Jesus.

