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DATES TO REMEMBER
October
18 Reg Class Penance Service Grades 3-8
18 Wed
Parent Support Meeting 7PM
25 NO CLASS Fall Break
November
1

Mass

4
8

Saturday Parish Dinner Auction
Reg Class

15

Reg Class

There will be no PSR classes on Wednesday, October 26.

16

Thursday

22
29

Confirmation Student/Sponsor
Meeting
NO CLASS Thanksgiving Break
Reg Class Practice for 1st Reconciliation

Blessing for Trick-or-Treaters:

30

Thursday First Reconciliation

“ Compassionate God, Your Son, Jesus, showed his
love for little children by taking them into his arms
and blessing them. Look with kindness upon these
children. Send your blessing upon them, and with
your unfailing power keep them safe from harm on
Halloween. Grant that all children who suffer from
abuse and violence may find help and protection in
their need. For them and for these children here, let
your love be sweeter to their taste than Halloween
candy in the mouth. We ask this through Christ our
Lord. Amen”. —Fr. Michael Kwatera .
November 1 is the Feast of All Saints and
a holy day of obligation. Catholics are
OBLIGATED to celebrate at Mass. Students are expected to attend Mass with
their families at one of the regular Mass
times of 7am, 8am or 7pm as their PSR
assignment for the week. There w ill be no
reserved seats and
the school building
will be closed.
Regular class will
resume Wednesday, November 8
at 5pm and 6:45
pm.

All Saints Day

7:00 pm
Church

7:00 pm SH

7:00 pm
Church

December
6
Reg Class
13 Reg Class
20
27

Reg Class
NO CLASS Christmas Break

The students of St. Patrick Parish continue to learn about
virtues, which are holy habits, which lead us to God. The
virtue that we study and pray about during the month of
October is Reverence, which is showing your deepest
respect for things of God. Here are some simple ways to
continue to model and to teach Reverence to your child/
ren:
Pray with them! A decade of the Rosary takes 5 minutes
and is very powerful! Be reverent, ask the Holy Spirit to
be with you, and entrust the souls of your children to
Our Blessed Mother.
Take them to Mass on the weekends! Model blessing
yourselves with holy water, which reminds us of our baptisms. Teach them to enter and exit the pews reverently,
genuflecting with their eyes on Jesus truly present in the
tabernacle. Encourage them to greet Jesus in the silence
of their hearts!
Bring them to Eucharistic Adoration to pray (door code =
9876) and remind them that they are entering into the
presence of the Most High King, who longs to give them
beautiful gifts of grace!
(from Mrs. Denise Brickler, Principal of St. Patrick School)

“Trick or Treat” Halloween, October 31, the day children dress like ghosts, goblins , or the latest rock star, has

early Christian roots. In the past, great feast days were all preceded by vigil celebrations of the Holy Days. The most
popular of these vigils remaining today are Christmas Eve, the Easter Vigil (Holy Saturday), and Halloween. Halloween is the vigil of the feast of All Saints, or All Hallows Eve.
The religious observance of the vigil of All Saints has diminished and Halloween has evolved into a secular autumn
holiday. But some of the symbols of these holidays can still be meaningful for us today. “Trick or treat” is based on
a medieval superstition that those who had died the previous year without being reconciled to you might rise to
haunt you, appearing as will-o-wisps or ghosts. The apparition jarred you so you would release them by prayer and
forgiveness, You might also appease them with ”soul cakes” — cookies, fried cakes, “treats” —so they wouldn’t do
any mischief with their “tricks.” Soon those who were living began to use the occasion for reconciliation. To wipe
the slate clean for the coming year, they came, masked and unrecognizable, and boldly bargained for treats.

On the Feast of All Saints, November 1, (also called All Hallows), we honor those men and women
who—whether they’ve been canonized or not— have led lives of heroic virtue that set an example for all Christians.
They have truly witnessed to their faith. Although no two saints are alike (in fact, no two people are alike), there
are certain qualities that they all share.
Saints are big dreamers. They make the impossible seem possible. They do not let their weaknesses or those of others hold them back from doing good. They believe that with God on their side, no one and nothing can stop them.
Saints are go-getters. They believe what is written in the Gospel: give all, turn the other cheek, feed the hungry,
clothe the naked, sin no more, follow Jesus. They don’t wait for someone else to do good first. They jump right in.
Saints are love-bringers, in big and little ways. They try to see Christ in every person and in every situation.
The big dreamers, the go-getters, the love-bringers — we’ve read about them, we’ve heard about them, we’ve celebrated their feasts. But on All Saints Day we celebrate all the saints together — the ones we know and the ones we
don’t. These are the people who help us believe that love is the most important thing in the world. Their lives tell us
what matters most in life is not what we earn or own, not the job we have or the people we know. What really
matters is how much we love God, others, and ourselves, and how well we show that love in all we do.
Perhaps there are big dreamers, go-getters and love bringers among your friends. Perhaps you are one of those special people who want to make this world a better place. Perhaps you are someone racing toward heaven with joy.
Know that it begins with little things: a smile, a helping hand, a prayer. This is the road to sainthood.
We celebrate All Souls Day on November 2. We believe that death can separate us from the people we love for
only a while. We are still united with them in the Communion of Saints. We remember the people we knew and
loved who have died. We save pictures and mementos of the loved ones. On the anniversaries of their deaths we
might bring flowers or plants to their graves as signs of their continuing love and prayers.
On this feast of All Souls, and throughout the entire month of November, we recall our deceased relatives, friends,
and all the faithful departed who may be waiting for the full joy of heaven in purgatory. We pray for them, remembering that likewise these people being purified have the power to intercede for us too. (Taken from Saints

and Feast Days)

VIRTUE OF THE MONTH for November
STEWARDSHIP:
Returning to God the first fruits
of your time, talent, and treasure.
Saint of the Week:
11-8

St. Joseph Moscati

Class 6B

11-15

Bl. Fra Angelico

Class 3B

11-29

St. Elizabeth of Hungary

Class 1B

Second Grade Parents
learning about
First Reconciliation

PET BLESSING

Come & See
What students are
displaying in the
PSR
HALLWAY

The Feasts of All Saints Day and All Souls Day offer an opportunity to
remember the holy ones who, continue to inspire, challenge, and support
those on earth. As we continue to pray for the dead in November, remember that all of us, living and dead, are united in the Communion of
Saints. We believe that someday all members of this special “union”
will be reunited in God’s Kingdom.
November is the month when the Church celebrates the invitations each of us received
at our baptisms to spend our lives preparing to join our God at the eternal banquet.
Our cemeteries contain the remains of the dead and give us a place to remember their lives. We all strive to live a life worth remembering, a life that has purpose.
Some lives are shorter than others, but all lives have meaning and each person is loved
by God. God is the One who always remembers, who has the power to raise us to a
new hope, a new life.
Catholics also believe that the prayers of the living benefit the dead. So our comfort comes not just from believing in life after death, but from praying about it. We are not helpless before the specter of death. We have power-to pray, to intercede, to beg forgiveness, and to seek eternal rest for those we love!
So the entire month of November is the time to speak about the dead, to remember and to pray. Days are
short and growing shorter. The growing darkness can remind us of the end of days, when time will be no more. At this
season we ask God to speed up the coming of the kingdom, where justice will flower, where life will be lived in all its
fullness, where death itself will die.

STEWARDSHIP and GENEROSITY are our Virtues for November and December.
For CHRISTMAS, we have been asked by the Sts. Joachim and Ann Care Service to help
in supplying items for the Needy families of the area. Our Class 6A will also be making
and filling Stockings for Ronald McDonald House and for Deployed Soldiers. We will
need to have items brought in to share with both of these Service Projects. Here are
some of the suggested gifts for your child to bring to PSR in November:
First Grade:
Coloring books, large crayons, puzzles, tea sets, stuffed toys, Barbie dolls, Barbie doll accessories,
t-shirts, hats, gloves, little cars, trucks, action figures, books, socks, underwear, pajamas and educational
toys.
Second Grade:
Coloring books, story books, crayons, puzzles, gloves, caps, hats, play dough, hair accessories,
t-shirts, small cars, trucks, planes, educational toys, jewelry, games and Legos
Third Grade:
Games, books, Legos, t-shirts, caps, hats, gloves, trucks, planes, dolls and accessories, hair accessories, purses, magic markers, video games, educational toys
Fourth Grade:
Balls (all kinds), gloves, sports trading cards, board games, books, hair accessories, bath and beauty aids, sport sweats and caps, fast food gift certificates, music gift certificates
Fifth through Eighth Grade:
Games, purses, sport caps, sweat shirts, baseballs, footballs, basketballs, ball gloves, hair accessories, books, bath and beauty aids, gift certificates for the following: fast food, music and video stores, hair
salons, movie theatre, Walgreens, or Walmart

