
JANUARY 1 -  Monday 

Solemnity of Mary 

NO CLASSES 

10am Sunday Mass with 

Bishop Binzer—World 

Day of Peace 

 

7 - Sunday 

Epiphany of the Lord 

9:30am  Children’s RCIA 

9:45am Gr. 6-8 

10:30am Early Childhood  

Progress Reports go 

home  

8- Monday 

4:15pm  Gr. 1-5 

Zacchaeus Day-Gr. 2 & 

Students preparing for First 

Reconciliation til 5:45 pm 

Candles Due 

 

14 - Sunday 

9:30am  Children’s RCIA 

9:45am Gr. 6-8 

10:30am  Early Childhood 

 

15 - Monday 

M.L.King, Jr. Birthday  

NO CLASSES 

 

20 - Saturday 

11:00am First Reconcilia-

tion - Church 

6:00pm  Chili Cook-off in 

WC118 after Mass 

 

21 - Sunday 

9:30am  Children’s RCIA 

9:45am Gr. 6-8 

Acre Assessment 8th Gr. 

10:30am  Early Childhood 

 

22 - Monday 

4:15pm  Gr. 1-5 

Acre Assessment -5th Gr. 

 

28 - Sunday 

8:30am  Mass - Rite of 

Invitation for Confirmation 

Candidates 

9:30am  Parent/Sponsor 

meeting after Mass 

9:30am  Children’s RCIA 

9:45am Gr. 6-8 

10:30am  Early Childhood 

 

29 - Monday 

4:15pm Gr. 1-5 

4:30 OR 7:00pm  Parent 

Meeting for students pre-

paring for First Communion 

- WC 118 

What’s your Catholic IQ?  This multiple-choice exercise can be a fun re-
view for your family. Circle the letter next to the word or phrase that correct-
ly completes each statement. Then check your answers with the answer key 

on the last page. Have fun and learn. 

1. ______ is the first season on the Church calendar. 
a) Lent   b) Advent   c) Easter   d) Christmas 
2. The readings at Mass for the first weeks of Advent focus on Jesus’ second coming 
and the judgment of the world.   True | False 
3. Advent lasts _______ . 
a) for 40 days   b) until the Christmas sales end   c) until the groundhog appears   d) four 
weeks 
4. “O Come, O Come Emmanuel, and ransom captive _______ .” 
a) Israel   b) Pokémon   c) hostages   d) prisoners 
5. Jesus’ cousin’s name is _____. 
a) Joseph   b) Myron   c) John the Baptist   d) George 
6. When the Virgin Mary announced that she was pregnant, everyone was happy. 
True | False 
7. Mary was the mother of ______. 
a) John the Baptist   b) God but not Jesus   c) God   d) Jesus but not God 
8. Mary was a teenager when the angel told her she would be the mother of God’s son. 
True | False 
9. When John baptized people, he was in the river ______ (Matthew 3:6). 
a) Mississippi   b) Amazon   c) Nile   d) Jordan 
10. When will the kingdom of God begin? 
a) when Jesus returns   b) when Mary conceived Jesus in her womb   c) when people stop 
sinning   d) the end of the world 
11. Christmas celebrates ____________. 
a) the beginning of Lent   b) Christ’s resurrection   c) the birth of Christ   d) the arrival of Santa 
12. St. Francis was there when Jesus was born.   True | False 
13. Jesus, Mary, and Joseph are members of the Holy _______. 
a) Name Society   b) Club   c) Trinity   d) Family 
14. The Magi who visited the newborn Jesus were ___________ (Matthew 2:1-12). 
a) wise men from the East   b) types of bugs   c) young magicians   d) from the town of 
Magiopolis 
15. Christmas lights are a symbol of Jesus, who is the “ ______ of the world” (John 
8:12). 
a) Rudolph’s nose   b) light   c) sun   d) flashlight 
16. The word crèche means __________. 
a) “candy canes” in Russian   b) “jump like a French ballet dancer”    c) “crush” in French   d) 
“a representation of the Nativity scene” 
17. Mary and Joseph traveled from Nazareth to _________ , even though Mary was nine 
months pregnant. 
a) Jerusalem   b) Bethlehem   c) Rome   d) Egypt 

   
 The catechists talk about each of the components of the Pledge with the students in the classroom.    We encourage you to talk 
to your children as well.  One of the components is “To Listen”.  To listen carefully to others, especially those who disagree with 
us, and to consider others’ feelings and needs rather than having our own way.  This component is covered on pgs. 10-12 of 
Families Creating Circles of Peace. 
     Students who are observed living out any of the components of the Peace Pledge are given a certificate of recognition by the 
catechist, and the student’s name is entered in a monthly drawing to receive a “peace bear.”  Congratulations to our November 
and December peacemakers:  Ella Barlow and Will Schindler, both in Gr. 1; Elise Jones, Gr. 3; Sam McKinley, Gr. 4. 

 Happy New Year!!! 

ASCENSION  RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  OFFICE 
2001 Woodman Drive, Kettering, OH 45420   254-0622 
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Progress Reports 
  
 Progress Reports for 
students in Grades 1-8 
will be sent home with 
the students on 
January 7/8. If you do 
not receive one, please 
check with your 
child’s catechist. 
 
Please sign and return 
the portion at the 
bottom of the report to 
indicate that you have 
received the report.  
We are very interested 
in any comments you 
might have. 

CLASSES WILL BE HELD ON  
JANUARY 14TH 

NO CLASSES ON JANUARY 15th 

Dropping off and picking 
up students…. 
For the safety of our stu-
dents we remind parents of 
our policy to observe ex-
treme caution in the park-
ing lots and in cautioning 
drivers to respect the drop 
off area in front of the 
school.  Please do not pull 
up past the parking spaces 
on the north side of the 
church.  Students are 
walked out to the area 
including the handicapped 
parking.  Thank you for 
your cooperation in this 
important safety issue. 



I Have a Dream ... 
 

Here’s an idea for a ritual to 
celebrate the birthday of 
Martin Luther King, Jr. and 
help children recall our 
responsibility as Christians to 
create a world where 
everyone’s dignity is respected and where all 
people have what they need to live full and 
healthy lives … 
 
Share together briefly the dreams  you have for 
your family, for the people of our country, and 
for all the people of the world.  Write your own 
“I Have a Dream” speech as a family and talk 
about what you can do together as a family to 
make these dreams more of a reality.   
Conclude with prayer: 

 
Lord, our God, 
Your servant, Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Had dreams of a world 
Freed from oppression, 
Freed from violence, 
Freed from racism, repression, fear, and     
ignorance. 
He had dreams of your kind of world - 
Where the lowly would be raised up 
Where the mighty would be made low. 
We thank you, Lord, this day, for the life of Martin 
Luther King. 
He is a model to us and a witness to how your Spirit 
can work for healing in this world. 
May we, too, be your servants and healers in this 
world. 
We pray this in the name of your Son, Jesus.  
Amen. 
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Early Childhood 
     On February 11, the children will 
celebrate Love Sunday with a party in 
the School Cafeteria.  More information 
will be sent home later.  Please plan on 
joining your children after Mass as they 
share their love. 

Middle School 
   Eighth Grade Students:  ALL four 
sets of sponsor reflections should be 
completed by now and have 4 months 
of their long term service project done. 
     Seventh Grade Students should 
have turned in their Confirmation Reg-
istration form with their Sponsor infor-
mation and working on their 2 short 
term service projects.   
      Service Opportunities:  Each 7th 
grader needs at least two short term 
projects; 8th graders - their one long 
term. 
 

First Reconciliation 
     Parents have picked up and are 
working on the special candle for First 
Reconciliation, which will take place in 
church at 11:00 a.m. on January 20. 
Please return the completed candle to 
the RE Office by Janaury 8th.   
Zacchaeus Day activities will take 
place during class time on January 8; 
class will end at 5:45 p.m. that day. 
Volunteers are still needed.  If you can 
help, please contact the RE Office! 
 

First Communion 
   Parents of First Communion candi-
dates  are reminded to turn in the yel-
low Sunday Mass reservation form that 
was given to you at the meeting in Oc-
tober.  Parent meeting will be on Janu-
ary 29th. 
   

Confirmation 
     For 7th graders entering into Con-
firmation formation - Rite of Invita-
tion Mass will be Jan. 28th at 8:30 
for candidate and sponsor; Parent 
and Sponsor meeting will follow mass 
at 9:30 in WC118. 
 

ACRE 
Students in Grades 5 and 8 will take the 
National Catholic Education Associa-
tion Assessment of Catechesis/
Religious Education (NCEA ACRE) 
January 22/23.  A letter with more de-
tails will be sent to parents with the 
students in those grades. 
 

 
 

Please call or stop by the RE Office if 
we can be of assistance.  You are the 
most important influence in your child’s 
faith formation; we are here to assist 
you! 
 
SUE GRAHAM 
Coordinator of Religious Education 
254-0622 
sgraham@ascensionkettering.org 

Ascension Athletics Needs YOU! 
Athletics at Ascension is an important part of our 
kids’ development as they move through ele-
mentary and middle school. The athletic pro-
grams offered here at Ascension provide our 
students the ability to compete in soccer, golf, 
baseball, basketball, cheerleading and volleyball 
through the CYO and SAY organizations. In addi-
tion to the health benefits of exercise, the num-
ber one reason stated by kids in recent youth 
sports surveys is that kids participate in sports to 
be with their friends. In conjunction with the 
Archdiocese Charter on Youth Athletics we aim 
to provide a safe and fun environment for our 
students to enjoy sports with their classmates. 
 
But, as they say, it takes a village. The current 
Athletic Board will have vacancies this coming 
August. We are in need of volunteers for the 
Athletic Board. This is generally a commitment, 
on average, of about 3-5 hours a month meeting 
to discuss the business of the Board. We recog-
nize that this time commitment can often come 
at the expense of other family commitments. At 
the last Board meeting, we approved the follow-
ing: Beginning with the August 2017 term, sports 
participation fees for children of parent volun-
teers on the Athletic Board will have all athletic 
and booster fees waived for the duration of your 
commitment to the Board. This is offered as 
consideration for the effort and time spent sup-
porting Ascension Athletics.  

  
In addition to the upcoming vacancies on the 
Board, we also have an opening for a SAY Soccer 
Sports Coordinator.  Other  Coordinators we 
have are for  CYO Soccer , CYO Basketball, Intra-
mural Basketball, and Baseball  

  
The primary role of the Sports Coordinator is to 
set rosters, arrange for coaches, distribute and 
collect jerseys and work with the Board to en-
sure submission of all paperwork to SAY/CYO in a 
timely fashion to meet registration require-
ments. We also recognize that this involves a 
time commitment on behalf of the Coordinators. 
So beginning with the August 2017 term, sports 
participation fees for children of the Sports Coor-
dinator will be waived for the sport in which the 
parent is the Coordinator.  

  
If you are interested in joining either the Athletic 
Board or becoming a Sports Coordinator please 
contact the Athletic Board to express your inter-
est. 

Parent Pamphlet Rack … 
located in the upper connector between  
school and church is stocked with many 
different titles.  Check it out!  You are 
welcome to take what will be useful to 
you. 
 

Also available in the  
office … 
 Ascension RE refrigerator magnets 

 Children’s Stewardship envelopes 

 Family Prayer, Family Times paperback 
book ($10 each) 

 Growing in Love (K-8 parenting booklets 
on sharing Catholic values on human sexu-
ality) $1 each 
    



Answers to WHAT’S YOUR CATHOLIC IQ?  

 
1 b) The Church retells the story of God becoming human to save us each year during Advent. This liturgical season 
“recounts the events and prophecies leading up to Christ’s birth in Bethlehem but also reminds Catholics to prepare for 

Christ’s second coming” (CCC, 524).  

2 True. Catholics are called to examine their lives, repent, and turn to God, who will judge between the just and the 

unjust.  

3 d) Catholic parishes usually mark the four Sundays of Advent by lighting the four candles of the Advent wreath at 

Mass.  

4 a) Although many Christmas carols are about Christ’s birth, Advent songs like this one speak about preparing and 

longing for Christ.  

5 c) John is the last of the traditional prophets who called for people to repent and turn away from their sins.  

6 False. Mary had a hard time explaining to Joseph that she had been visited by an angel of God and was pregnant 

with God’s son (see Matthew 1:18-25).  

7 c) Since Jesus, her human son, was God, Mary was the mother of God. As we say in the Hail Mary: “Holy Mary, 

mother of God” (see CCC, 495).  

8 True. Even though she was very young, Mary totally trusted God and believed the angel’s message.  

9 d) John told people to stop sinning and be baptized because he was preparing people for Jesus and the kingdom of 

heaven (see Matthew 3:1-3).  

10 b) Throughout Jesus’ life, his miracles and teachings were signs that the kingdom of God had already started as 

soon as his birth was announced to Mary (see Mark 1:15).  

11 c) On the first Christmas, the shepherds heard the angels sing to celebrate the birth of Jesus: “Glory to God in the 

highest” (see Luke 2:8-14). 

 12 False. Francis is credited with being among the first to use a crèche with animals and a baby to remember the 

Christmas story, but he lived almost 1,200 years after Jesus was born.  

13 d) The Holy Family serves as a model for all families because of their love for God and one another despite all the 

problems they faced.  

14 a) These wise men studied the stars for signs from God. The star of Bethlehem led them to the baby Jesus.  

15 b) St. John wrote in his Gospel: “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it” (John 1:5).  

16 d) Beginning in the Middle Ages, Christians began to decorate their homes with crèches as a sign of devotion dur-

ing the Christmas season.  

17 b) Mary and Joseph were forced to return to Joseph’s hometown because of Emperor Caesar Augustus’ census 

(see Luke 2:1-5).  


