
DECEMBER 3-Sunday 

First Sunday of Advent 

Coffee & Donuts 

9:45am Gr. 6-8 

10:30am Early Childhood  
 
4- Monday 

4:15pm Gr. 1-5 
 

8 - Friday 

Feast of the Immaculate 

Conception—Holy Day of 

Obligation 

Masses at 9, Noon, 7 

 

10-Sunday 

Second Sunday of Advent 

9:45am  Gr. 6-8 
10:30am Early Childhood 
 

11-Monday 

4:15pm Gr. 1-5  

Gr. 3 to Cafeteria for St. 

VdeP bag lunches 

 

12 - Tuesday 

Feast of Our Lady of  

Guadalupe 
 
16-Saturday 
17-Sunday 
18-Monday 
First Reconciliation Students 
pickup materials in Connect-
or after all Masses or during 
RE classes on Monday 
 

17-Sunday 

Third Sunday of Advent 

9:45am Gr. 6-8 Advent Pray-

er Service 

10:30am Early Childhood - 

Advent Celebration 

 

18-Monday 

4:15pm Gr. 1-5– Advent 

Prayer Service, dismissal 

from church 

  

24/25 -Sunday/Monday 

Christmas Eve/Christmas 

NO CLASSES 

 

31/JANUARY 1 - Sunday/

Monday 

NEW YEAR’S EVE/DAY 

NO CLASSES 

 

7/8-Monday/

Sunday 

CLASSES 

RESUME 
 
 

 

ASCENSION  RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  OFFICE 
2001 Woodman Drive, Kettering, OH 45420   254-0622 

   

 Thanks to those families who took the Family Pledge of Nonviolence and returned their doves.  
The doves are displayed around our Peace Bulletin Board outside the RE Office.  Classes have 
signed the Classroom Pledge as well as the School Pledge.  The catechists talk about the 
components of the Pledge with the students in the classroom.  We encourage you to talk to your 
children as well.   
     Students who are observed living out one of the components of the Peace Pledge are given a 
certificate of recognition by the catechist, and the student’s name is entered in a monthly drawing 
to receive a “peace bear.”  Congratulations to the Peacemakers of the month for November: Sa-
vannah Van Koerkle, Gr. 1 and Ike Anosike, Gr. 3.  They have received “peace bears”. 

Growing Peace at Ascension 
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 Prepare the Way for the 
Lord 

Great Christmas Gift 
Idea! 

 
    We have copies of 
Family Prayer  for Family 
Times: Traditions, 
Celebrations, and Rituals 
available in the RE Office 
for $10. This book, by 
Kathleen Chesto, shows 
Catholic families how to 
begin prayer habits that can 
enrich their lives.  The book 
includes prayers for 
celebrating the great feasts 
of the church year, familiar 
prayers (rosary, Stations, 
novenas), as well as prayers 
for celebrating family 
events, such as birthdays, 
meals, births, deaths, getting 
a driver’s license, learning 
to ride a bike, first day of 
school. 
    This would make a great 
Christmas gift to your 
family! 

     The First Sunday of Advent 
is also the beginning of the 
church year.  We are entering 
Cycle B of the three year 
cycle;  the Gospel according to 
Mark. 
          We also encourage you 
to pray around the Advent 
wreath each day with your 
children!  Attached please find 
a couple re-
sources for you 
to use at home. 

          The students are 
observing Advent in the 
classroom with a variety of 
activities, including collecting 
items for the food pantry, 
making cards and artwork for 
families moving into new 
Habitat for Humanity Homes 
and collecting pillows for ref-
ugees resettling in the Dayton 
area. 
   On the pamphlet rack in the 
upstairs connector, we have 
available a number of 
handouts containing family 
ideas for celebrating Advent 
and the Christmas season in 
the home.  Please take one! 
     Advent is a time of 
expectation and waiting for 
the coming of Christ - in the 
past, as an infant born in a 
Bethlehem stable; in the 
present, as he comes into our 
lives as Savior, Healer, and 
Friend; and in the future, as 
he comes as the Messiah who 
will reign forever.  
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Education Commission 
     The Education Commission has 
been following the Pastoral Council’s 5 
year review of the strategic plan for the 
parish, and meeting monthly to 
evaluate and make recommendations 
about policies and programs affecting 
Ascension School, Religious Education 
Programs, and Youth Ministry Pro-
grams here at Ascension.  The Com-
mission also includes Technology, 
Sacramental, and Family Faith For-
mation.  Meetings are held on the sec-
ond Thursday of the month in the 
Parish Office Building.  If you are 
interested in serving on the Commis-
sion or any of the other committees,  
we would be happy to hear from you. 
 

Ascension Sports 
  Some parents may not be aware that 
Ascension-sponsored sports are open  
to both School and RE students.  A 
Sports Handbook is available to any 
interested family online at 
www.ascensionkettering.org/athletics.  
If you encounter any conflicts with RE 
classes and sports scheduling, please 
inform the RE Office. 
     

 ...also 
Classes will not meet on December 24
-25 and Dec. 31/ January 1.  Classes 
resume on January 7-8, the Feast of the 
Epiphany.   

Early Childhood 
      Advent Take Home items are 
coming home with students today.  
Help them along the road to Christ-
mas!  On December 17, the children 
will make an Advent craft, hear the 
story of Jesus’ birth and have 
refreshments during class.  After 
Mass, parents are asked to pick up 
the children in the cafeteria.  They 
have been practicing a song for you! 
 

Middle School 
      Service opportunities for 
December: Cookies’ n Christmas 
Caroling, Sunday, Dec. 10 from 2-5 
pm.  Open to 6-12th grade youth.  
See the Youth Ministry web page 
(www. ascensionkettering.org/youth-
ministry) for further details.  Also, 
help with the Christmas Food Pantry 
baskets.  Come help stock the bas-
kets from 5-8pm on Dec. 15 or help 
with distribution on Dec. 16 from 9-
11am.  Each 7th grade student 
should choose at least two service 
opportunities during the year; 8th 
graders - should be 3 months into 
their long term service. 
 

First Reconciliation 
     Parents will only need to stop  in 
the connector to pickup the candles 
and packets for their students after 
all Masses the weekend of Dec. 16-
17 or in the RE Office on the 18th.  
Parents are reminded that they 
should complete the Pflaum packets  
with their child before January 8. 
 

Confirmation 

      Grade 8 - Sponsor reflection #4  
was due Nov. 4 (Still quite a few 
out).   
      Grade 7 - Mark your calendars:  
Rite of Invitation at 8:30 Mass on 
Jan. 28 with Parent/sponsor meeting 
following mass, 9:30 in WC. 
 

 Liturgy 

      Elementary students (Gr. 1-5) 
will have their Advent Prayer Ser-
vice on Mon., Dec. 18.  Dismissal 
from church. 
      Grade 7  students will lead the 
Advent Middle School prayer ser-
vice on  Dec. 17. 
 

 
 

On This Day We Celebrate: 
 

Dec. 7-Letter Writing Day.  St. Paul 
didn’t write his epistles thinking they 
were going to be part of Sacred Scrip-
ture.  He was simply writing letters to 
the churches he loved.  Write a real 
letter (not e-mail) to someone on your 
card list today. 
 
Dec. 8-Immaculate Conception.  This 
feast celebrates Mary’s birth; we be-
lieve that she was born without sin.  
Say the Hail Mary as your family din-
ner prayer tonight in honor of the 
mother of Jesus.  Holy Day of Obliga-
tion.  Masses at Ascension at 9-12-7. 
 
Dec. 12-Our Lady of Guadalupe/
National Poinsettia Day.  The story 
goes that a poor young Mexican girl 
had no present for the Christ Child, so 
she picked some leaves.  When she 
reached the church, the leaves had 
turned scarlet.  Buy a poinsettia for 
your house today.  Red is traditional, 
but pink and white are popular too. 
 
Dec. 24-Christmas Eve.  In the Polish 
tradition, Christmas Eve is called 
“Wigilia,” which means vigil.  This 
night was also said to be a fresh start 
for the coming New Year, “as goes 
Christmas Eve, so goes the year.”  
Practice Wigilia in your home this 
year, by being extra kind and generous 
with family members on this night 
(and all through the year)! 

Food Pantry Collection 
Special needs this month include items for the annual  
holiday baskets to be distributed to families in our area.  
These include canned cranberry sauce, fruit, tuna, pork & 
beans, pasta (e.g., Spaghetti-O’s), and peas.  Boxed foods such as cake mixes and 
icing, pudding and jell-o mixes, hamburger and tuna helper are also needed.  
Gloves, knit hats, and scarves are also highly valued.  Thank you for your very gen-
erous support of November's excellent collection.  Your gracious contributions are 
always greatly appreciated! 



CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
OF THE WORD … 
 is celebrated during 
the 10:30 am Mass each 
Sunday and on the second 
Sunday of the month at the 
Saturday 5:00 pm Mass for 
1st, 2nd and 3rd graders. It is a 
time for the children to hear 
the readings proclaimed and 
discussed on their level, pray 
the Apostle’s Creed, and 
offer up their own petitions. 
To eliminate distractions, 
younger siblings should at-
tend (if for the first time at 
least) ONLY if accompanied 
by a parent. As we keep our 
focus on worshipping the 

Lord, we 
are asking 
parents to 
reinforce 
the fact 
that this is 
a special 
time for 
1st 
through 

3rd graders to hear and dis-
cuss God’s Word according 
to their needs, concerns and 
spiritual level. The volun-
teers of CLW feel honored 
to share this experience with 
your children. 

Please call or stop by the RE Office if 
we can be of assistance.  You are the 
most important influence in your child’s 
faith formation; we are here to assist 
you! 
 

SUE GRAHAM 
Coordinator of Religious Education 
 

254-0622 
sgraham@ascensionkettering.org 

 

May the blessings of  

peace be upon your 

family as we wait in 

joyful hope for the 

coming of our Savior. 

Altar Servers For Holy Days and Christmas 
Servers who would like to volunteer to serve during Christmas and 

New Years are asked to contact Deacon Vic Hildebrand 
at vhildebrand@ascensionkettering.org.   The Holy Day 
Mass schedule is: Christmas Eve at 3 pm, 5:30 pm and 
10 pm.  -  Christmas Day at 10 am and New Year’s Day 
at 10am.  This will be the diocesan World Day of Peace 
Mass, help annually on Jan. 1st.  Bishop Joe Binzer will 
be celebrating. 

WOMEN'S GUILD SCRIP SALE 

Besides using scrip (gift cards or certifi-
cates) for your everyday purchases, 
please think of it for Christmas 
gifts.  You pay NOTHING MORE than 
face value, but Ascension Women's 
Guild earns between 4-10%.  Cards 
always kept on hand include Kroger, 
Kohl's (can also be used to pay your 
account), Elder-Beerman, Speedway 
(can be used with Speedy Rewards), 
Panera and Bob Evans and more.  Oth-
er retailer, restaurant and gas cards are 
available in less than a week from Great 
Lakes Scrip.  A partial list and order 
form are on the table in the narthex, 
with a more complete list at 
"glscrip.com".  All profits are donated 
back to the parish 
for various worth-
while pro-
jects.  Stop by 
their table at Cof-
fee & Donuts or 
Call Judy 
McManus (299-
0997) or Phyllis 
Hildebrand (435-

FOOD PANTRY HELP FOR THE HOLIDAYS  

Help is needed with the set up and filling of the Food Pantry 
gift baskets.  Students in Grades 6th thru 8th can volunteer on 
Friday December 16th from about 2:30 to 4:00 to move the 
items that have been collected from the food pantry building 
to the PAC.  From 5-8 PM any age children and their parents 
can volunteer to fill the baskets in the PAC - a great FAMILY 
service project!  On Saturday December 17th from 9:00 to 
11:00, Gr. 6-8 students are needed to help take the baskets to 
the vehicles of those receiving baskets. If you have any ques-

tions, please don't hesitate to contact Sharleen Rafferty at 718-1764. 

HOW TO PROTECT YOUR CHILDREN 
FROM CHILD ABUSE  
Parents are vital when it comes to child pro-
tection. Equipping parents to be vigilant 
and responsive is one of the best ways to 
ensure the well being of children. To this 
end, the Archdiocese of Cincinnati has pub-
lished a new resource for parents: How to 
Protect Your Children from Child Abuse: A 
Guide for Parents and Guardians. The re-
source describes what parents can do to 
ensure the well-being of their children, in-
cluding signs of unhealthy relationships 
with adults, types of abuse, frequently 
asked questions, helpful safety rules and 
contact information for every county in the 
Archdiocese. You may download your own 
copy at http://www.catholiccincinnati.org/, 
click on ―Protecting our Children at the top 
of the page. On the left side, click on 
―Resources and Publications and then 
―How to Protect Your Child from Abuse.  

December 6th is the Feast of St. Nicholas.  St. Nick was a 
secretive giver.  Is there anything nice you can hide for your 
spouse or children to find later in the day?  A treat?  A note?  
A chore finished?  Be creative. ~~Susan Vogt 





Show your children that a culture of consumerism is not what determines your family values. 
Resist the long lines where people compete for the latest fad gifts. Instead, focus on the peo-
ple you are gifting and what you love about them. Then purchase—or make—items that 
show you care. This teaches children that the gift is not important; it’s the love behind the 
gift that is.  

4. Enjoy holiday traditions.  

Explore customs from your family’s country of origin, or try something new from another 
culture. For example, you may want to celebrate Las Posadas, St. Nicholas Day, or St. Lucy’s 
Day. You might want to make a Jesse Tree or sing Christmas carols at a nursing home. Advent 
is an excellent time to perform any of the works of mercy, such as participating in a giving 
tree or donating to a local food pantry or to a local St. Vincent de Paul thrift store.  

5. Listen to seasonal music.  

Savor the silent beauty of the early winter season by playing quiet seasonal music that ex-
presses our longing and preparation. On Christmas morning, let joyful Christmas music ring 
through your house, and play it throughout the Christmas season.  

6. Wait for the Christmas parties.  

While it may be impossible to avoid some Christmas parties—schools and workplaces often 
celebrate early Christmas—save them until the Christmas season when you can. Think about 
hosting a party on the Feast of the Epiphany. Remember, it’s not Christmas until it’s Christ-
mas!  




