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This newsletter: “The Living Spirit of St. Joseph” is formatted to provide you with information and to show you what’s
getting done and who’s doing it. Its purpose is to keep you informed as to the life of the St. Joseph parish. We also want
everyone to know of the good things happening, and perhaps to learn something new along the way about our Church.
Also, we invite ministries, organizations and individuals to submit highlights of their respective plans and accomplishments to the Editor, Vernon Hawkins, Jr. (vhawkinsjr@aol.com) and we’ll try to make this publication useful, informative
and fun.

Photo Tips
Photos are one of the most important components of The St. Joseph Spirit, and the editorial staff relies almost solely on
readers to fill the pages with images of ministry, organizations and individual activities. However, the vast majority of
photos that we receive are not usable because they are not editorially appealing - they are posed or blurry or simply poor
quality. Compelling photos, on the other hand, always catch the eyes of our editors and represent your best chance of having it published in the newsletter.

Social Justice Social Concerns Ministry
The Social Justice Social Concerns (SJSC) Ministry mission is to sow the seeds of Hope in the hearts of many by educating and integrating our community in the social mission of the Catholic Church. Through this edition of our newsletter,
the many ministries and organization of St. Joseph Catholic Church highlight some of the many programs that they experienced during the 2016 calendar year. The many ministries and organization are an integral part of the church community
and we appreciate for all that they do.
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Black History Committee

Ministries
Organizations
Spirituality
Altar Servers
Baptismal Preparation Class
Bible Study
Cursillo Ultreya
Extraordinary Ministers of
Holy Communion
Communion For Home Bound
Children Liturgy of the Word
Landing
Lectors
Life in the Spirit
Music Ministry
Cantors
Children/Youth Choirs
Gospel Choir
Grow Our Own Musicians
Liturgical Dance Ministry
Religious Education
Rite of Christian Initiation
of Adults (RCIA)

Hospitality
Boy/Cub Scouts
Community Sunday
Good Samaritans Ministry
KC Ladies Auxiliary
Knights of Columbus
Ladies Knights of St. John
Men’s Club
Ministry of Hospitality
Sodality
Women’s Ministry
Youth Ministry

In February of 2016 for National Black
History Month we had the honor of having as our guest speaker, Mr. Carroll C.
R. Gibbs, an internationally acclaimed
author, lecturer and historian. His program was entitled “From Africa to
America: Bridging our History.”

Saint Joseph Catholic Church
Mission Statement

We, the Roman Catholic Community of Saint Joseph Catholic
Church, are dedicated to fulfilling the prophetic mission of
evangelization by building the kingdom of God in our parish
and our community. We are witnesses to the proclamation of
the message of redemption in which we have the words of
evangelization life.

Our programs at St Joseph began with the Education for
Parish Service (EPS) graduates and students of EPS at
that time. This was in 2005 under Father Ray Moore.
Father Moore supported our efforts as we were helping
to educate the parish. This has continued since that initial effort with the blessing of all our pastors.

Our goal is to participate in the Pentecostal outpouring of
God’s grace and love by providing our brothers and sisters with
an excellent education and understanding of the faith so that
they are well-equipped to live out their lives as witnesses to
Christ and the Gospel.
Through the intercession of the Holy Spirit, with God as our
Father and Jesus Christ as our Hope, we bring a message of
salvation and peace. Our mission is to advance God’s love and
fellowship by living our faith through the Sacraments, proclaiming the Gospel and offering our lives as a personal example of God’s promise to the world.

We have had programs featuring our youth and adult
parishioners. One of our earlier programs featured then
Lt. Governor Anthony Brown. At succeeding programs
Judge Missouri was our speaker as well as outside
speakers like Dr. Camille Brown from Baltimore and Dr.
Valerie D. Lewis-Mosley of New Jersey.

Rev. Roy E. Campbell, Jr.
Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ. Our Social Justice and Social Concerns (SJSC) has assembled another excellent edition of “The St. Joseph Spirit” newsletter, focusing on A Year in
Review - 2016.
In 2016, many exciting things happened at St. Joseph Parish. We added
the Sunday evening mass. Many adults and children participated in the
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) or Rite of Christian Initiation for Children (RCIC) programs. Various ministries expanded including Altar Servers, Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers of the Holy Communion (EMHC), and Ministers of
Hospitality. We prayed and conducted the “Living Rosary.” The St. Joseph Community
of Africans and Friends was launched. We had the first Harvest Thanksgiving Mass and
Celebration.

St. Joseph Catholic Church

This edition of The Living Spirit of St. Joseph features the above and some other activities that happened at St. Joseph Parish in 2016. In addition, it provides information about
various ministries at St. Joseph Parish. We are thankful for what the Lord has done and
continue to do for us. May we continue to be the face of Jesus Christ and share God’s
love through these ministries and activities at St. Joseph Parish!

2020 St. Joseph Drive
Largo, Maryland 20774
(301) 773-4838

St. Joseph Church, Largo, Maryland

We now operate under the umbrella of the Black History
Program Committee and are open to parishioners who
would like to join us. We hope to continue to bring
these programs to our Church family. Coordinator of
the Black History Committee is Althea Holland.

Youth Programs

Pastor’s Pen

Stewardship

Art & Environment
Audio/Visual Support Team
Bereavement Committee
Citizen Emergency Response
Team (CERT)
Concern Ladies
Financial Council
Gabriel Network
James C. Fletcher Charities
Repast Committee
Saint Vincent De Paul
Senior Line Dancing
Social Justice Social Concerns
Tutoring Program

In November of 2016 our St Joseph
Youth Ministry presented for National
Black Catholic History Month a program entitled “A Catholic Carol – Saints Past, Present
and Future.”
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St. Joseph have many excellent programs dedicated to the youth of the parish. I have selected one such program that is such a joy
and which brings the children and their families together. The program is titled “Who Has Talent”, a youth talent show contest ,
however, we did have a couple of adult gate-crashers. The program was sponsored by the James C. Fletcher, Jr. Council, Knights
of Columbus. It is often said that a picture speaks volumes, thus. I say no more and let you enjoy this report through pictures, and
I challenge you to identify the adult gate-crashers.

St. Joseph Church, Largo, Maryland
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Our Story at a Glance
1922 - Present : We’ve Come This Far By Faith

Ladies Auxiliary Knights of St. John International
St. Joseph Ladies’ Auxiliary #141, Knights of
St. John International assists in the spread of
the Catholic faith through charitable works and
the promotion of an abiding respect for the
Church and community. In response to one of
our charitable deeds, we received a special
Letter of Appreciation from the Prince George County Women’s Center in 2016 for our contributions and gifts to them. In
addition, our Auxiliary has continuously made visits, ass well
as provided monetary donations, regular communication, condolences and support to sick and shut-in members of St. Joseph.

Our Auxiliary #141 is a subordinate to District No. 1 of Maryland Ladies’ Auxiliary Knights of St. John International. We
actively participated in the planning and celebration of their
100th Anniversary which was held in October 2016 at Martin’s
Crosswinds in Greenbelt, Maryland. This grand affair was honored with congratulations and blessings received from President
Barack Obama, Governor Larry Hogan of Maryland, Governor
Pat McCrory of North Carolina, Archbishop Wuerl of Washington, Archbishop Lori of Baltimore, Archbishop Gregory of
Atlanta, Rev. Monsignor Britto of Philadelphia, and other notables.
We appreciate the support of our 2016 fundraisers by many
members of St. Joseph Church. This has allowed us to provide
some of our charitable services, and we look forward to your
continued support in 2017. Our Auxiliary welcomes active
Catholic women (15 years and older) to join our organization.
Please see any member for more information.

Throughout the year, our members have actively participated
in many of our church’s Ministers, Good Samaritans, Gospel
Choir, Our Lady of Grace Sodality, Welcome Committee, Repast Committee and others. Special activities, such as our Clergy Appreciation Ceremony and the Cup of Joe Program have
also received our Auxiliary’s support.

Bereavement Support Ministry

During 2016, the Bereavement Support Ministry continued to provide before, during and after support to St. Joseph
parishioners who have lost a loved one. The Ministry is responsible for helping families plan the Funeral Liturgy.
Once a year, in November, the Bereavement Ministry sponsors a Memorial Mass to honor all those parishioners
whose Funeral Masses were celebrated in our church during the past year, the following were memorized on November 5, 2016:
Bettie Mae Martinear Adams
June 17, 2016 – June 17, 2016
Ricardo Ronald Barclay
November 22, 1962 – June 6, 2016
Angela Catherine Blalock
October 30, 1971 – May 31, 2016
Marva M. Boswell
September 11, 1937 – May 25, 2016
Giles Govin Bragg, Sr.
December 26, 1929 – December 11, 2015
Irene Vivian Hamilton Brown
August 29, 1929 – December 2, 2015
Maxine Gillespie Brown
January 21, 1939 – June 4, 2016
Jean Florina Williams Butler
September 22, 1933 – December 30, 2015

Gladys Bowman Cook
February 5, 1934 – April 29, 2016
Ethel Marie Gray
October 22, 1926 – August 2, 2016
Doris Cecelia Jeffries
July 3, 1925 – August 30, 2016
Donald Stephen Johnson, Jr.
January 6, 1971 – August 8, 2016
Robert Donnell Keesee
July 14, 1936 – July 15, 2016
Luis Silvero Moses
May 11, 1937 – April 29, 2016
Kathleen Melanie Murray
September 13, 1942 – January 12, 2016

Beatrice Eleanor Myles
March 23, 1925 – August 30, 2016
Helen Francis Moody Parris
August 10, 1926 – March 1, 2016
Melvin Griffin Perry
March 20, 1928 – March 10, 2016
Phyllis Theresa Proctor
February 25, 1938 – February 28, 2016
Jenette Maggie Izar Sistare
March 14, 1944 – April 15, 2016
Barbara Louise Valentine
May 24, 1936 – January 28, 2016
Trey Ellis Gordon-Walker
December 16, 1991 – March 12, 2016
Pauline Elizabeth Washington
July 28, 1949 – May 8, 2016

Repast Ministry

The Repast Ministry of St. Joseph Catholic Church continued throughout 2016 its committed to providing comfort and peace to
families after the funeral and burial of a loved one. Repasts are prepared for families of registered deceased parishioners. The
ministry reaches out to families by preparing a delicious meal served in the comfortable surroundings of The Rosemont Room.
Repast meals are provided for a minimum of 50 guests and a maximum of 125. The ministry is comprised of parishioners who
volunteer for this compassionate act of mercy. Anyone who desires to join the ministry can contact Burma Hill
(burmahill57@aol.com). All parishioners are welcome to join.
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.” [Mark 5:4]

St. Joseph Church, Largo, Maryland
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In 1922 Archbishop Michael J.
Curly of Baltimore authorized a
parish in Glenarden, Maryland. A
journey of faith begins.

new property that read “Future
Site of the New St. Joseph’s!”
Were these men not visionaries of
Holy Scripture that says, “To have
faith is to be sure of the things we
hope for, to be certain of the things
we cannot see.” (Hebrews 11:1)

On Christmas Day 1922, joyful
parishioners celebrated their first
Mass in the quaint two story structure on Piedmont Avenue. For
over forty years they worshipped
there in faith and love. God’s
servants in Glenarden are on a
journey of faith.

Ground-breaking ceremonies for
the present church were held on
Saturday, March 19, 1967, the feast
of St. Joseph and the first Mass was
offered on Thanksgiving Day, November 23, 1968. Once again the parishioners of St.
Joseph Catholic Church celebrated with joy and thanksgiving another faithful act. Faith prevails!

In 1938, Archbishop Curley declared that the parish was
to be dedicated under the patronage of St. Joseph. Finally, a name for the church community in Glenarden: St.
Joseph Catholic Church!

On Thanksgiving Day 2012, parishioners of St. Joseph
Catholic Church celebrated 90 years of faithfully serving God. From humble beginnings in a wooden frame
structure on Piedmont Avenue in Glenarden, Maryland
to the sprawling suburban brick structure in Largo,
Maryland, God has been our Constant Companion
along the journey. Parishioners have embraced an unwavering faith in building up the church. Faith
abounds.

The parish was the locale for worship, spiritual gatherings, celebrations and social activities. Even today, memories of the annual parish picnics and May processions
elicit wide smiles from our elderly parishioners. The spiritual needs of the parishioners were served by several
religious orders such as, the Josephites, the Holy Ghost
Fathers, the Society of the Divine Word, the Oblate Sisters of Providence and the Sisters of the Holy Family.
Faith and the love of God fostered a spirit of togetherness, of cooperation, of service, and of pride that remain
intact in our present parishioners. Faith prevails.

As we go forth towards our centennial celebration in
2022, we move with trust and faith in God. We embrace the same faithful determination that has endured
through ninety years. The journey of faith continues.
Let us keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, on whom our faith
depends from beginning to end” (Hebrews 12:2)

As the seeds of faith grew, so did the population of the
parish; thus, the Archdiocese of Washington purchased
the present site on St. Joseph Drive. In the Fall of 1966,
several men of the parish erected a large sign on the

“We’ve Come This Far By Faith”

St. Joseph Church, Largo, Maryland
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Priests and Deacons Appreciation Dinner
January 30, 2016

Scholarships
Rev. Roy E. Campbell, Jr. Rev. Aaron Qureshi

Deacon A. Douglas Turner

Deacon Steven Nash

On the evening of January 30, 2016, parishioners showed their support and appreciation to its Priests and Deacons,
who work so hard to guide us spiritually and shape our lives and that of our families as true and worthy Christian
citizens of the Catholic Church. Following examples of the manner in which Christ led his disciples, and his disciples led a flock of followers in the church. We have been very well led by our Clergy. Hence, we have a very compelling reason to organize this program to give each and every one of our clergy a hearty appreciation.
To our Honorees: It is for what you do, that we remain on course as Christians and Catholics bearing testimony in
truth of the goodness of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. We are equally very grateful to your families for making
you available to us, for without this support, you would not be able to make the sacrifice, to be here with us. Some
of our many speakers and guest are shown below.

The James C. Fletcher Jr. Council No. 11422 Charities, Inc. was established on June, 2008 in the State of
Maryland and in September of that same year 2008, “…was granted the 501C (3 ) tax exempt status by the
IRS”. As a result of this privileged status, the Charities is able to solicit for and receive tax deductible donations from donors. In essence, the James C. Fletcher, Jr. Council 11422 Charities Incorporation was “formed
exclusively to carry on charitable, religious and educations activities…”

Atkinson
Sodality Ministry

Isaiah Scott
Squire Circle

Burma Hill
Cursillo

In the year 2016, although the Charities engaged and participated in Prayer Vigil, Praying the Rosary, Lenten
Fish Fry, Christmas Tree Sales (to mention but these); nonetheless, the Academic Scholarship Program is
one of the most remarkable event. As planned and expected, our Scholarship Program has continued to benefit the youths of our St. Joseph’s Parish Community over the years!
The Charities awarded 12 (twelve) educational scholarships to our college-bound parish students, in the
amount totaling $10,100. The list below shows the names of the 2016 recipients, together with their intended
college/university of attendance:
CANDIDATE

Justin Bechet
Altar Servers

St. Joseph Church, Largo, Maryland

Etoile de Hawkins
Bereavement Support

4

Judge William D. Missouri
Council & Parish
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Osaretin Aimufua
Olusayo Adeleye
Precious Nwanwa
Afua Nyame-Mireku
Osarumen Bazuaye
Michael Ogunsanya
Cameron Wilcher
Bryanna Carter
Justin Okpah
Jeffrey Onyeador
Brittney Adinuba
Ikenna Agobukwu
St. Joseph Church, Largo, Maryland

College / University
Morgan State University, Baltimore, MD.
University of Maryland, Baltimore County, MD
University of Pennsylvania, PA
University of Maryland, College Park, MD
Towson University, Baltimore, MD
University of Maryland, Baltimore County, MD
USAF Academy, Colorado Springs, CO
Towson University, Baltimore, MD
University of MD, Eastern Shore, MD
University of Pittsburg, PA
University of Pittsburg, PA
PG Community College, Largo, MD
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Good Samaritan Ministry

Liturgy Service Support

Society of St. Vincent de Paul
Inspired by Gospel values, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul
(SVDP) is a Catholic lay organization that leads women and men
to join together to grow spiritually by offering persons-to-person
service to those who are needy and suffering in the tradition of
our founder; Blessed Frederic Ozanam, and or patron, St. Vincent de Paul.

The Good Samaritan Ministry elected two new cochairs for the 2016-2018 period. The new co chairpersons, are Keisha Jackson and Racine TuckerHamilton. The Good Samaritan Ministry continues to
provide assistance to the parishioners of St. Joseph
Largo as well as the surrounding community. Once
again we would like to acknowledge our summer committees and projects. Again, thank you to Jeanne Black
and the Diaper Drive committee on another successful
effort. We collected more than 1,400 diapers, 4,200
wipes and several containers of formula and ointments. If you know a family or parishioner in need of
diapers, please contact the DC Diaper Bank.
We also would like to thank Carolyn Brooks-Butler
and the School Supply Drive Committee for a fruitful
effort. We collected several bags for Kenmore Middle
School, Highland Park Elementary School, as well as,
provided backpacks full of supplies to a St. Joseph's
family with three children in need of supplies.
Project Warmth, the coat drive supporting children
wrapped up and according to our committee
chairs, Evangeline Dyer and Kay Niles, "the donated
items have exceeded the articles received at this time
last year." Because of the St. Joseph community's
generous donations, the neediest students, some of
them are homeless, at Carmody Hills and Dodge Park
Elementary Schools received much needed warm
clothing. The Prince Georges County Schools System
invited a representative to attend a reception sponsored
by the Outreach Division. Racine Hamilton, the cochair, represented the Good Samaritan Ministry at this
event on December 20, 2016.
St. Joseph Church, Largo, Maryland
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The Society of St. Vincent de Paul (SVDP) at St. Joseph Catholic Church in Largo, Maryland maintains a
Food Pantry, prepares food baskets upon requests and
annually prepares and distributes Thanksgiving and
Christmas food baskets to the community. The SVDP
annually supports the Forestville Pregnancy Center
through a “Baby Bottle” fundraiser campaign. Once a
month volunteers visits the Prince Georges House and
prepare a fresh and wholesome hot meal to serve its
homeless patrons.

ers Training Workshop and commissioning (at the 5:00 P.M.
Vigil Mass) the second Saturday of September. It kicks off
the new liturgical service year. Nineteen youngsters joined
the ministry at the 2016 workshop, swelling to approximatly
60 the number of active youth servers on the roster. The
adult server roster held steady at 15 active. Two teams of
Adult Servers voluntarily emerged from this group to participate in the 5:00 P.M. Vigil and 8:30 A.M. Mass rotations.

During 2016, the spiritual cycle of Masses expanded to include a fourth Mass, held at 6 P.M. on Sunday. As a result, it
required an increase in the number of Ministers of Hospitality, Altar Servers, Lectors and Eucharistic Ministers of the
Holy Communion (EMHC). Earlier in the year we were fortunate to have two Priest and two Deacons. Thus, they were
quite able to provide the necessary Mass support. However,
during the summer, Fr. Qureshi was transferred to St. Peters
Church in Olney, MD, Fr. Wyble went off to Rome, and Fr.
Ihekoronya shown above, returned to Nigeria. Fr. Campbell
continued as celebrant for each of the Masses.

Last year Youth Server Mass Teams were increased to eight
to more effectively accommodate and monitor server participation. The youth servers ranking system was improved to
better identify skill levels: Senior Servers now wear wooden cross pendants; Junior Servers, blue server pins, and Senior Novices, silver server pins. Those without any of these
symbols are the Junior Novices. Servers who attended six
or more continuing formation trainings in the last liturgical
service year (2015-2016) were eligible to test for advancement in the server rankings for the 2016-2017 service year.

Ministry of Hospitality
As our parishioners and guest enter St. Joseph they are welcomed by Ministers of Hospitality with a smile, a handshake
and oftentimes a hug. This ministry is co-chaired by Cynthia
Mills and Beverly Starks.

Altar Servers

Those passing the practicum and written assessment were
among the many servers recognized at the Third Annual
Altar Servers Appreciation Dinner, sponsored by the James
C. Fletcher, Jr. Council of the Knights of Columbus last
June. With the high school graduations of seven of the ministry’s most experienced Altar Servers last year, the remaining eight Senior Servers doubled as Team Leaders. They
have fully embraced mentoring responsibilities for training
drills of the less experienced servers and team organization/
cooperation during assigned Masses. The ministry’s formation motto, “Practice like you serve and you will serve
like you practice,” became reality through the Team Leaders’ modeling this past year.

2016 saw a strengthening of leadership development and a
significant increase in the number of youth servers in St.
Joseph-Largo’s Altar Servers Ministry. Adult server support
expanded from funerals, weekday and holy day masses to
include the 6:00 P.M. Sunday Mass, launched at the beginning of the year.
Continuing Formation Servers Training (mandatory for
youths and voluntary for adults) occurs nine months of the
year, with a summer break. To better accommodate the busy
schedules of our servers (and their parents), training is usually offered the second weekend of each month. Servers
choose between a Saturday or Sunday training to learn and
practice their altar skills. The exception is the big All Serv-
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(Liturgy Service Support Continue on Page 6)
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(Liturgy Service Support continued)

EMHC personnel serving faithfully at our Saturday
evenings, Sunday morning at 8:30 A.M. and 11
A.M. Masses.
It has been our goal to ensure that our sick and
homebound receive communion on weekends and
other days as requested. This is accomplished
through a special cadre of EMHC members that carry communion to unable to attend Mass.

In addition to its Coordinators, Deacon Al and Jane Turner,
the Altar Servers Ministry is especially blessed to have the
continuing dedicated support of Mass Assignments Scheduler, Mrs. Marionetta Lofton-Sutton, and Albs Coordinator,
Mrs. Ava Singleton. And we cannot forget the increased
cooperation of the families backing our servers. They’ve
seen to it that their youngsters are more regularly getting to
Mass and trainings ON TIME! Thanks to their amazing
commitment, the monthly attendance rate for continuing
formation training, averaged approximately 75% last year!

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults/Children

During 2016, St. Joseph continued its Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) and the Rite of
Christian Initiation of Children (RCIC) programs for
those seeking to enter the Catholic Church or to be
confirmed in the church.
RCIA presents an adult overview of our Catholic
faith presented by members of our community, with
opportunities for participants to ask ‘hard questions’
and discuss answers from an adult perspective.
RCIA is the process that adults follow to become a
Catholic Christian including receiving the Sacraments of Baptism, First Communion and/or Confirmation.

Lectors
The Lector Ministry proclaims the scripture readings at Mass and other liturgies throughout the year
with reverence and understanding. It recruits, trains
and schedules minsters to pro-claim the readings
from scripture and petitions at Mass and other liturgical celebrations. Beverly Starks is the coordinator
for our Lector Ministry, which consist of over 50
Lectors. It is our practice to have two Lectors at all
of our Masses.

RCIC is for children who have reached the age of 7
and have not been baptized. This program prepare
young people and their families for the celebration
of the Sacraments of Initiation - Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist.
The St. Joseph RCIA and RCIC classes of 2016 are
listed below
Brittney Angu
Michael Angu
Philip smith
Sanaa Hawkins
Jonatan Bassene
Angel Ezebuiro
Blessing Ezebuiro
Glory Ezebuiro
Emmnuel Ekwe
Aniya Hawkins
Favour Odioyenma
Allegra Oledibe
Fiorella Oledibe
Salvatore Oledibe
Caitlin Roberts
Kaylah Tong
Christopher Umeozulu
Desmond Umeozulu
Michael Wilcher

Eucharistic Ministers of Holy Communion (EMHC)

Our Coordinators, Joan Woody and Bernard
Broadus, have ensured that our EMHC were
trained, prepared and ready to serve at all of our
liturgy services. At St. Joseph, we have over 75
St. Joseph Church, Largo, Maryland

Our Lady of Grace Sodality
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Keith Alan
Rekea Evans
Brean Massie
Marie Tsodzou
Jessica Bellinger
Andin Dobgima
Lisa Hughes
Chris King
Erica Lloyd
Tyja Massie
Nneoma Oguguo
Lena Tong
Devin White
Constance Wilson
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Our Lady of Grace Sodality is the oldest society of men
and women at St Joseph Catholic Church, Largo. We
proclaim our identity as Sodalists of Mary and as her
children by promoting devotions to the Rosary, by seeking to intimately know Christ Jesus through His Blessed
Mother and by the example of our lives.
Always the Sodality seeks to promote a deep spiritual
formation of its members and foster a genuine love for
Jesus through Mary and for all humankind. Sodalists
strive to live virtuous lives by abiding in the moral
teachings of the Church and work to build up the Kingdom of God on Earth. The Sodality sponsors programs
in liturgy, evangelization, ecumenism and community
outreach.
Father Campbell installed new Sodality officers during
the Mass on Sunday June 5. Barbara Bechet passed the
gavel to the new Prefect, Desiree Graves. Janette Bell
accepted the Constitution from Althea Holland and is
the new Vice-Prefect. Agnes Bell presented the Book of
Minutes to Stephanie White as the new Recording Secretary. Dorothy Newman gave the Financial Reports to
the new Financial Secretary, Sheila Davis. Sandra James
retained the position of Sodality Treasurer.

The Sodality was blessed to sponsor the “Dresses for
Little Girls” Project. Parishioners generously bought,
made, gave money and donated dresses for the project.
Sodality members sorted, folded and counted 196 dresses. The dresses were blessed and delivered to the Sodality
Union to be distributed as promised.
The Ladies of the Sodality are Happy! See how happy at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=Yzyw9MO57cg&feature=youtu.be

During 2016 Sodality members also:
Participated in First Friday Adorations, participated in
First Saturday Mass & Devotions to B.V.M., hosted Community Sunday, participated in 40 Days for Life, hosted
movie night, “WAR ROOM”, for Church, led the Stations of the Cross, presented gifts to Confirmation Students, led the Recitation of Rosary before weekend Masses, Sponsored the May Procession and Crowning of
Mary, hosted First Holy Communion Brunch, presented
Gifts to First Communion Students, supported Vacation
Bible School, are members of other parish ministries, attend Spiritual Retreats, participated in Spiritual Bouquets, prayed for Beatification of Servant of God, Mother
Mary Lange and Venerable Henriette Delille, supported
Mother Lange Guild, prayed for and visited sick/shut-ins,
prayed the Rosary daily and attended daily Mass when
possible, supported parish activities, supported and attended Mass for Shut-ins.

This past year Sodalists:
Initiated a Marian Tweens & Teens Group (by popular
demand) with monthly "get-togethers" hosted by Our
Lady of Grace Sodality. Participants are invited to explore the connection of the Blessed Mother Mary to
their real-life interests and concerns. Tweens and teens
will experience more faith sharing, fun and food in the
New Year.

St. Joseph Church, Largo, Maryland
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Living Rosary Conducted At St. Joseph Catholic Church

Youth Ministry Peer Tutoring Program

On Saturday, May 28th, St. Joseph parishioners joined together to pray and conduct a “Living Rosary”. Fr. Aaron
Qureshi led the hour of prayer and devotion, with parishioners at each of the 60 stations reciting various prayers of the
rosary cycle. Each station was highlighted with a blue or red light bulb that was lit as the prayer at that station were recited. The aim of the Living Rosary is to ask God, through the intercession of Our Lady of the Rosary, for the conservation of the Faith in Catholic countries, the conversion of sinners, the strengthening of the just, and the exaltation of the
Holy Church. Thanks to our Knights for coordinating this event.

This program was originally designed as an opportunity for
community service for the high school youths of St. Joseph
Church to give back to their community. Additionally, the
program was put in place to meet the academic needs of
those youths in the church who were struggling to get
through their daily coursework (we call them Clients). With
these modest goals as a basis, the program quickly grew to a
community-wide endeavor which now goes beyond the confines of St. Joseph.
The program was initiated in the Fall of 2010, and holds sessions every Thursday from 6 P.M. – 8 P.M. in a
meeting room at St. Joseph during the school year. Although we encourage peer-to-peer tutoring, adult tutors
were also welcomed. To date, each session averages approximately 4 peer tutors, 5 adult tutors, and 15 Clients.
During the sessions, tutors handle the gamut of all subjects, simultaneously navigating the intricacies of high
school calculus, while patiently walking through time-tables. In addition to math, we offer help in every other
subject including Spanish, English, science and the social sciences. Clients are generally receptive to the help,
and continue to frequent the program. Over the years, we have even been blessed to have some Clients return to
the program as tutors

Flea Market

Cup of Joe

The The St. Joseph’s Social Justice Social Concerns
(SJSC) working with the Catholic Charities of the
Archdiocese of Washington participated in the “Cup
of Joe” program. It is a breakfast-packaging program
that serves men and women in Catholic Charities’
shelters. It is a wonderful service that provides a sustainable option for breakfast to a population who desperately needs it. Over 1,000 people stay in the shelters every single night, and the program helps to provide a break-fast to anyone who asks for it as they
leave the shelter each morning. During 2016, parishioners of St. Joseph packaged 965 breakfast bags for
those staying in the homeless shelters.

Landing Ministry

The Landings Ministry was introduced to us on June
11, 2015 at the “From Papal Visit to Packed Pews
Workshop” where we learned about the different evangelization programs, recommended by Pope Francis,
that were being introduced in the Archdiocese of Washington. Our Team selected Landings, and we were
trained on September 2, 2015 to conduct workshops at
St. Joseph’s. Landings is an Evangelization Ministry, a
program for inactive or returning Catholics wanting to
explore a more active return to their Catholic faith.

Our second session started on September 24th and ended
on December 17th. In this session we welcomed six returning Catholics. Of those three have already signed up
for a Ministry. Harold signed up for Knights of Columbus, Regina started with the Children’s Liturgy and already did her first presentation, and Patricia joined our
Religious Education Ministry. The other three are still
discerning.
Our Landings team attended an Evangelization Conference on November 5, 2016 hosted by the Archdiocese of
Washington Secretariat for Pastoral Ministry and Social
Concerns, featuring keynote speaker Sherry Weddell,
author of Forming Intentional Disciples, and presentations by Secretariat staff.

James C. Fletcher, Jr. Council, Knights of Columbus
continues to host a fabulous Flea Market during the
summer months, the last Saturday of the Month, June
through August. It has proven to be a shoppers paradise, with a variety of vendors on hand. 2016 was a
very successful year. The Knights have promised that
it will return next
year.
Our first session was held on May 7, 2016. We welcomed three returnees in this session, and after they
completed the eight session on July 23rd, they were
awarded Certificates of Completion on July 24th and
invited to join other Ministries at Church.
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St. Joseph Gospel Choir

Harvest Thanksgiving Mass

St. Joseph Gospel Choir has had a fulfilling and blessed 2016. The year was exciting and spent in spreading
God’s word through music. We ministered to our parish but much outreach was done throughout the year.
We ministered to:











Mother Seton Catholic Church in Germantown for their annual Black History Program. The choir
looks forward to this program, as this was annual program.
Extended our ministry to two Shut –In- Masses at the Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, Washington, DC;
Hosted a Pan Cake Breakfast at the Applebee’s Restaurant in Largo, MD-some portion of the proceeds were donated to the Parish College Bound Scholarship Program;
Sung at the Franciscan Monastery in Washington, DC;
Ministered for two weddings one of which was at Nativity Catholic Church;
Sang at our 46th Anniversary Concert in the Fall which our theme was “We Are Covered By God’s
Mercy & Saved By God’s Grace!”’;
Sang for Confirmation which was held at St. Joseph’s in conjunction with choirs from St. Ambrose;
Several members provided music for one of member’s wedding anniversary Mass and the renewal of
vows;
Several members provided a musical presentation for the Appreciation Dinner for the Priests and
Deacons;
Sang for the African and Friends Harvest Thanksgiving Mass.

We are grateful for the support of the parish and Pastoral Staff of St. Joseph. We thank God for all of the blessings bestowed on the Gospel Choir.
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The inauguration of the St. Joseph Community of Africans and Friends was held on Saturday, August 27,
2016 and the first Harvest Thanksgiving Mass and Celebration was held at Saint Joseph Catholic Church on
Sunday, November 27, 2016. History has been made, and we are very proud and delighted to be part of it.
Because of your generosity, our food pantry is
fully stocked and will
provided much needed
food to the less privileged during the holiday
season and into the New
Year. Your donations of
other materials and cash
will go a long way in
strengthening our Parish
Community as it continues to cater to our needs
and that of our less privileged neighbors.
On behalf of the Core Team, the Organizing Committee I wish to thank everyone for being part of this huge
festival of giving and celebration that showcased the size of our
appreciation to God for his blessings and mercies.
May God continue to bless us all abundantly, in Jesus Mighty name, Amen!!!
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