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A DVENT 2020: A S EASON OF H OPE
The season of Advent has
long been a favorite time
for me. On one level, I
love all the preparations
for Christmas — the
decorating, baking,
shopping and planning of
the Christmas celebration. I have always done
Christmas “big.”
What Advent teaches and
draws me into is a deeper
sense of quiet, of watching
and waiting, of mindfulness
of God’s merciful love and
presence; of hope.
Hope…
This year we so deeply need
the gift of hope…
...as we carry the many
challenges and weights of
pandemic;
...as we walk in uncertainty;
...as we face unemployment
and walk with those in
need;
...as we care for loved ones
who are sick and bury loved
ones who have died;
...as we seek unity, healing
and peace.
Yes, we so need the gift of

hope this year, and as the
season and the Scriptures of
the season unfold, we find
that hope in the gift of a
Savior who is wondercounselor, mighty God,
prince of Peace, Emmanuel
— God with us.
The prophet Isaiah leads us
in hope over the days to
come: “No ear has ever
heard, no eye ever seen,
any God but you doing such
deeds for those who wait
for him. Would that you
might meet us doing right,
that we were mindful of
you in our ways! . . .Yet, O
LORD, you are our father;
we are the clay and you the
potter: we are all the work
of your hands.”
“Comfort, give comfort to
my people, says your
God. Speak tenderly to
Jerusalem, and proclaim
to her that her service is at
an end, her guilt is expiat-

ed; . . .A voice cries out:
In the desert prepare the
way of the LORD! Make
straight in the wasteland a
highway for our God!
Every valley shall be filled
in, every mountain and
hill shall be made low; the
rugged land shall be made
a plain, the rough country, a broad valley. Then
the glory of the LORD
shall be revealed, and all
people shall see it together; for the mouth of the
LORD has spoken.”
“The spirit of the Lord
GOD is upon me, because
the LORD has anointed
me; he has sent me to
bring glad tidings to the
poor, to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and release to the prisoners, to
announce a year of favor
from the LORD and a day
of vindication by our
God.”
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N EIGHBORHOOD I NITIATIVE : B EING A B EACON OF H OPE
During the season of Advent,
we are issuing a challenge to
all our parishioners to be a
Beacon of Hope. The season
presents a wonderful opportunity to reach out to those
whose connection with our
parish has been disrupted due
to the pandemic and those
who have no connection to
the church due to such things
as: Isolation because of age,
health, or a compromised
immune system; Having drifted from the faith; Being unchurched.
We are inviting you to adopt
2 to 4 families during the Advent-Christmas season. Here
are suggestions for what each
week will look like.
1st Week of Advent (Nov.
29) – Mail a Christmas card

with a message of concern
and prayers. Say that you will
reach out next week with a
phone call or house visit at a
specific time.
2nd Week of Advent (Dec.
6) – Make a phone call or
house visit with those who
received cards. The purpose
of this interaction is to: greet
them on behalf of the parish
community; ask if they need
any kind of help. For example: an errand you could do
for them, or something that
the parish might do for them;
listen to them and speak with
them; say a prayer with them.
3rd Week of Advent (Dec.
13) – Mail or hand-deliver an
explanation of the “O” Antiphons. Call them or visit
with them to pray or sing an

Advent song. For example: O
Come, O Come, Emmanuel. The
resource on page 3, developed by Liturgy Training
Publications, can serve as a
guide.
As an alternative, you could
lead a reading of scripture
using the resource below.

4th Week of Advent (Dec.
20) – Deliver a simple Christmas basket with a message
from the parish and whatever
you decide. Consider including a phrase from scripture
that you shared in the prior
week or the “O” Antiphon
you shared.
Christmas Day – Make a
phone call or visit to wish a
Merry Christmas

P RAYING WITH S CRIPTURE
Introducing someone to scripture for the first time, or for
the first time after a long separation from it, can be very
intimidating. Following is
one example of how to share
a scripture passage with
someone after building a relationship with him or her.

on Christmas Day at Dawn.
Please read the following passage from the Gospel of Luke
and think about the questions
included here. We look forward to visiting with you,
reading this passage from
scripture, and praying with
you later in the week!

Mail or hand-deliver the following text – or a version of
it – ahead of time, and then
call or visit to talk about it
more:

A Reading from the Holy Gospel
according to Luke:

The Church prays with the
following scripture passage

When the angels went away from
them to heaven, the shepherds
said to one another, “Let us go,
then, to Bethlehem to see this
thing that has taken place, which

the Lord has made known to us.”
So they went in haste and found
Mary and Joseph, and the infant
lying in the manger.
When they saw this, they made
known the message that had been
told them about this child. All
who heard it were amazed by
what had been told them by the
shepherds. And Mary kept all
these things, reflecting on them in
her heart.
Then the shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for
all they had heard and seen, just
as it had been told to them.

1. Christ was born to common parents and adored
by shepherds. Can you
imagine yourself in this
scene? What ordinary
things can God transform
in your life?
2. Mary reflected on these
things in her heart. What
has been on your mind
lately?
3. God desires to surprise
us in new ways. Have
you ever been surprised
by God’s love?
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O Antiphons
Darren Henson, STL
“Oh, my goodness! It’s Advent!” That was
the usual reaction I heard as a child when
the long Thanksgiving weekend began to
wind down. We would make a frantic dash
to the dark basement storage room in search
of our Advent wreath and colored candles.
Our family had the tradition of lighting
the wreath every night before supper. Our
prayer was accompanied by a verse of “O
Come, O Come Emmanuel.” It wasn’t until
I was an adult that learned that each verse
of the song belongs to a particular day between December 17-23 in the Advent calendar.
The final eight days of Advent are
accentuated by these “O” statements that
lead to the eight days of the Christmas octave. The weeklong prelude intensifies the
longing heart for the Savior of the world.
The “O” statements are antiphons that
appear at Evening Prayer before and after
the Gospel canticle is prayed. The images
are so rich that in the Middle Ages, they
were woven into a hymn that became associated with the entire season of Advent.
Today, in addition to appearing at Evening
Prayer, they are also found in the daily
liturgy. They take turns, one a day, serving
the verse to the Gospel Acclamation: “O
Wisdom,” “O Sacred Lord,” “O Flower of
Jesse’s Stem,” “O Key of David,” “O Radiant Dawn,” “O King of All Nations, “and
the most expected and greatest of them all,
“O Emmanuel.” They end December 23rd,
because evening prayer on December 24th
is the beginning of the Christmas vigil.
The original Latin titles for these images formed an acrostic to reveal a hidden
message. The first letter of each phrase
added to the next and then reverse spelled
Ero Cras, or “I will come tomorrow.”
Some parishes will sing the familiar
song throughout Advent, and it is one that
should not be overlooked. Waiting to break
out the O Antiphons until December 17 will
emphasize the seasonal practice of patient
waiting. Whenever they are prayed or sung,
these images

intend to inspire awe and wonder. They leave us with the speech
less response of “Oh!” as we contemplate the multiple images the
Christ fulfills

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION
• Which image in the O Antiphons seems the most unfamiliar to
you? What does it tell us about the season?

• How does your understand of Christmas change when you
ponder that Christ fulfills all seven of these O images?

• Where in your life do need wisdom? The Lord to reveal him-

self? New growth? An opened door? A radiant new day? A
ruler? And God among us?

For a deeper understand of the O Antiphons, visit http://
catholic-resources.org/LectionaryAdvent-O-Antiphons,htm.,
a
site that lists each antiphon, its refrain, the Latin translation, the
acclamation translation, and biblical references.

HOME ACTIVITIES

Create a countdown to Christmas. Beginning December 17, take
one O Antiphon image each day. Use it to begin a prayer around
your family’s Advent wreath, or sing the corresponding verse of
“O Come, O Come Emmanuel.
Share with others how this image might be important to
living a Christian life?
(The Web site, http://catholic-resoursces.org/Lectionary/AdventO-Antiphons.htm, has a chart with each antiphon with its entire
refrain, the Latin translation, the Acclamation translation, and
then biblical references.)

SCRIPTURE CORNER

Wisdom 9:1-6
Sirach 24
Isaiah 9:1-2, 11:1-3
Slowly read and ponder these texts. Can you sense
and identify with their anticipation and excitement?

_________________________________________
Darren M. Henson, stl, is pastor of Sacred Heart Church, Emporia, Kansas. He
serves as adjunct faculty at Loyola University Chicago, and Benedictine College,
Atchison, Kansas, teaching liturgy and sacraments.

© 2007 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications, 1800 North Hermitage Avenue, Chicago, IL 60622;1-800-933-1800;www.LPT.org
Art by Steve Erspamer. All rights reserved. Used with permission. Rite magazine, page 31, September/October 2007, www.risemagazine.org
This page may be reproduced for person or parish use. The copyright notice must appear with the text.
It also may be downloaded at www.ritemagazine.org.
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A DVENT : S AINTS OF THE S EASON
November
30: Andrew
the Apostle.
St. Andrew is
one of the 12
apostles. He
is the brother
of Peter, and
is the first-called apostle, having discovered Jesus before his
brother. Pope emeritus Benedict XVI writes: He was truly
a man of faith and hope; and
one day he heard John the Baptist proclaiming Jesus as: "the
Lamb of God" (Jn 1: 36); so he
was stirred, and with another
unnamed disciple followed
Jesus, the one whom John had
called "the Lamb of God". The
Evangelist says that "they saw
where he was staying; and they
stayed with him that day..." (Jn
1: 37-39).
December
3: Saint
Francis
Xavier. It is
truly amazing the number of countries that St.
Francis Xavier visited in the span of 10
years, from May, 1542 to December, 1552. Likewise, he
preached the Gospel to many
nations and saw a large number
of conversions. The incomparable apostolic zeal which animated him, and the miracles
which God worked through
him, explain this fact, which
has not been matched. St.
Francis Xavier is considered the
greatest missionary since the
time of the Apostles, and the
zeal he displayed, the miracles
he performed, and the great

number of souls he brought to
the light of true Faith, entitle
him to this distinction. He was
canonized with St. Ignatius in
1622.
December
6, Saint
Nicholas.
St. Nicholas
was born
around 280
in Patara,
Lycia, which
is in present-day Turkey. He
lost both of his parents as a
young man and reportedly used
his inheritance to help the poor
and sick. A devout Christian,
he later served as bishop of
Myra. There are many legends
about Saint Nicholas of Myra.
One story tells how he helped
three poor sisters. Their father
did not have enough money to
pay their dowries and thought
of selling them into servitude.
Three times, Saint Nicholas
secretly went to their house at
night and put a bag of money
inside. The man used the money so that one of his daughters
could marry. On the third visit, the man saw Saint Nicholas
and thanked him for his kindness. He also reportedly saved
three men who were falsely
imprisoned and sentenced to
death. There is a tradition of
leaving your shoes outside the
door the night before St. Nicholas’ feast, to find them filled
with gifts the next day.

December
7: Saint Ambrose. St.
Ambrose is
one of the
original 4
doctors of the
Church. He
was bishop of Milan and become one of the most important theological figures of
the 4th century. Ambrose was
called to be bishop, but declined as he was not baptized
and had no theological training.
However, within the course of
a week, he was baptized, ordained and consecrated bishop
of Milan. St. Ambrose was
known as a skilled preacher,
strongly influencing Augustine
in his journey. St. Ambrose
was generous to the poor. He
considered them not a group of
outsiders, but rather those of
the united people. To him,
giving to the poor was just a
repayment of God's resources,
which were intended for everyone equally.
December
13, Saint
Lucy. St.
Lucy was born
into a rich
noble Roman
family. At a
very young age
she lost her father who was a
Christian. Lucy was left behind
with a huge dowry. Lucy’s
mother wanted Lucy to marry
a rich pagan man. Lucy, however, did not want to marry
him, and she asked her mother
to give the dowry to the poor.
Her mother did not agree.
As a young teenager, Lucy
consecrated her virginity and

life to God, and she zealously
served God by helping the
poor.
She also helped her fellow
Catholics hiding in the dark
underground catacombs who
faced persecution. She would
wear a wreath of candles on
her head to find her way in the
dark, as her hands were full of
food and drink for the people.
Lucy’s mother became very ill
from a bleeding problem. She
had tried many treatments, but
failed. Lucy then asked her
mother to accompany her to
Saint Agatha’s shrine where
they both prayed all night. Due
to exhaustion, they both fell
asleep near St. Agatha’s tomb.
St. Agatha had appeared to
Lucy in a dream and gave her
the good news that her mother
was healed. Saint Agatha further informed Lucy that she
will be the glory of Syracuse –
the city where Saint Lucy lived.
Lucy’s mother convinced with
her miracle cure, then complied with Lucy’s request to
distribute their wealth among
the poor.
The Pagan man proposed to
Lucy was furious when he
heard the news. He decided to
destroy Lucy’s life denouncing
her as a Christian to the Governor of Syracuse, Sicily.
That was a time where many
Christians were persecuted for
their faith. The governor sent
his guards to forcibly take Lucy
to a brothel house and then
insult her in public.
When the soldiers came to take
her, Lucy was filled with the
(Continued on page 5)
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A DVENT T RADITIONS : T HE A DVENT W REATH
One of the time-honored traditions of Advent is the Advent
wreath, which carries rich
symbolism
The circular shape of the Advent wreath reminds us of the
unending love of God and eternal life.
The candles point to Christ as
the light of the world.
The three purple candles symbolize our repentance and waiting. The pink candle, lit on the
third Sunday of Advent, reminds us of the joy that Christ-

mas is coming soon.
We have some Advent wreath
forms and candles available for
you to make your own family
Advent wreath. Decorate the
wreath with evergreens, pine
cones and other items that help
you to enter into the season.
Light the candles of the wreath
daily as you gather with your
family prayer and to reflect on
the daily readings.
Advent Wreath Blessing.
Leader: Lord our God, we
praise you for your Son, Jesus

Christ: he is Emmanuel, the
hope of the peoples, he is the
wisdom that teaches and guides
us, he is the Savior of every
nation. Lord God, let your
blessing come upon us as we
light the candles of this wreath.
May the wreath and its light
be a sign of Christ’s promise to
bring us salvation. May he
come quickly and not delay.
We ask this through Christ our
Lord.
All: Amen.
—From Catholic Household
Blessings & Prayers

S AINTS OF THE S EASON , C ONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
Holy Spirit that she could not
be moved. They claimed that
she was heavier than a mountain. When the Governor questioned her as to how she could
stay strong, she claimed that it
was the power of Jesus her
Lord and God.
Finally they tortured Lucy to
death and she died as a martyr.
December
14: Saint
John of
the Cross.
St. John of
the Cross, a
16th century
Carmelite
priest best known for reforming his order together with
Saint Teresa of Avila, and for
writing the classic spiritual
treatise “The Dark Night of the
Soul.”
Honored as a Doctor of the
Church since 1926, he is sometimes called the “Mystical Doctor,” as a tribute to the depth

of his teaching on the soul's
union with God.

canonized as Saint Teresa of
Avila.

Born in 1542, he was the
youngest child of parents in the
silk-weaving trade. His father
died at a relatively young age,
and his mother Catalina struggled to provide for the family.
John found academic success
from his early years, but failed
in his effort to learn a trade as
an apprentice. Instead he spent
several years working in a hospital for the poor, and continuing his studies at a Jesuit college in the town of Medina del
Campo.

Teresa joined the order in
1535, and she regarded consecrated religious life as the most
secure road to salvation. She
had made remarkable spiritual
progress, and during the 1560s
she began a movement to return the Carmelites to the
strict observance of their original way of life. She convinced
John not to leave the order,
but to work for its reform.

After discerning a calling to
monastic life, John entered the
Carmelite Order in 1563 and
was ordained a priest in 1567.
He considered transferring to
the more austere Carthusian
order rather than remaining
with the Carmelites, but before
he could take such a step, he
met the Carmelite nun later

Their reforming movement
grew quickly, but also met
with severe opposition that
jeopardized its future during
the 1570s. Early in December
of 1577, during a dispute over
John's assignment within the
order, opponents of the strict
observance seized and imprisoned him in a tiny cell. His
ordeal lasted nine months and
included regular public floggings along with other harsh
punishments. Yet it was during
this very period that he com-

posed the poetry that would
serve as the basis for his spiritual writings.
After he escaped from prison in
August of 1578, John resumed
the work of founding and directing Discalced Carmelite
communities.
St. John of the Cross died in
the early hours of Dec. 14,
1591, nine years after St. Teresa of Avila's death in October
1582. He was beatified in
1675, canonized in 1726, and
named a Doctor of the Church
in the 20th century by Pope
Pius XI. Pope St. John Paul II
recommended the study of the
Spanish mystic, whom he
called a “master in the faith and
witness to the living God.”
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A DVENT /C HRISTMAS S CHEDULE
Due to the ongoing COVID19 pandemic, the schedules
for the liturgies and celebrations during the season will
look different this year.
Advent Penance Service/
Reconciliation Schedule
Because of the pandemic, we
are not able to celebrate the
annual Penance Service. We
will be offering additional
times to celebrate the sacrament.
 Saturdays, 3-4:30 with 2
priests as warranted.
 Mondays, 5-6 p.m.
 December 2, Hulett,
after 6 p.m. Mass
 December 9, Moorcroft,
after 6 p.m. Mass
 December 16, Wright,
after 6 p.m. Mass
 Monday, December 21,
12-2 p.m., 5-6 p.m.
 Tuesday, December 22,
12-2 p.m., 6-8 p.m.
 Wednesday, December
23, 12-2 p.m., 6-8 p.m.
 Confessions are also
available by appointment

Feast of Immaculate Conception
Mass will be celebrated:
December 7
 Gillette, 5:15 p.m.
 Moorcroft, 5:30 p.m..
 Hulett, 7:30 p.m.
December 8
 Gillette, 9 a.m.
 Wright, 6 p.m.
 Gillette, 7 p.m.
Our Lady of Guadalupe
We will be celebrating the
feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe on December 12 with
mass at 7 p.m. in the gym at
St. John Paul II Catholic
School. The fiesta,
matachines and prayers
throughout the day are cancelled this year.

Las Posadas
Due to the pandemic, Las
Posadas will not take place
this year.

Christmas Mass Schedule
Our current protocols will
remain in effect for all our
Christmas liturgies. These
include: staying at home if
you are sick or have symptoms; 6-foot distancing between families; required use
of facemasks or coverings;
communion will be distributed only in the hand.
Mass will be celebrated:
December 24
 Hulett, 5 p.m.
 Gillette, 5 p.m. in the
school gym
 Moorcroft, 7:30 p.m.
 Gillette, 7:30 p.m. in the
school gym
December 25
 Gillette, midnight in the
church
 Gillette, 9 a.m. in the
church
 Wright, 9:30 a.m.

B LESSING OF THE C HRISTMAS T REE AND C RECHE
Christmas Tree Blessing

Lord God, let your blessing
come upon us as we illumine
Lord our God, we praise you
this tree. May the light and
for the light of creation: the
cheer it gives be a sign of the
sun, the moon, and the stars
joy that fills our hearts. May
of the night. We praise you
all who delight in this tree
for the light of Israel: the
come to the knowledge and
Law, the prophets, and the
joy of salvation. We ask this
wisdom of the Scriptures. We
through Christ our Lord.
praise you for Jesus Christ,
Amen.
your Son: he is Emmanuel,
God-with-us, the Prince of
The lights of the tree are then
Peace, who fills us with the
illuminated.
wonder of your love.

Christmas Creche
Blessing

God of every nation and people, from the very beginning
of creation you have made
manifest your love: when our
need for a Savior was great
you sent your Son to be born
of the Virgin Mary. To our
lives he brings joy and peace,
justice, mercy, and love.

Lord, bless all who look upon
this manger; may it remind us
of the humble birth of Jesus,
and raise our thoughts to him,
who is God-with-us and Savior of all, and who lives and
reigns forever and ever.
Amen.
—From Catholic Household
Blessings & Prayers
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D IOCESE

Since March of 2020, we have
been in a global pandemic
caused by the Novel Coronavirus which produces Cofid19. The widely accepted
medical opinion is that the
virus is highly contagious and
spread by droplets and aerosols. Time and exposure can
lead to infection, which can
be deadly, especially to vulnerable individuals. Therefore, coming together for
meetings, prayers and liturgies can result in individuals
becoming infected, becoming
ill, and even dying.
Currently the number of people being infected and the
number of active cases of the
virus have reached a record
high. The situation may deteriorate with even more active

OF
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D ISPENSATION

cases and deaths in the near
future.
In light of this, I hereby extend to all the faithful of the
Diocese of Cheyenne the
dispensation from the obligation to celebrate the Eucharist on Sunday and Holy Days
of Obligation through Friday,
March 26, 2021 (see canons
87 §1; 1245). To those who
are well, who do not have
conditions that make the especially vulnerable to the
virus, and who are comfortable coming, I encourage you
to celebrate the Eucharist
with your parish, while observing the protocol in place,
such as wearing face masks
and maintaining physical distance between households.

FROM

O BLIGATION

To those who use this dispensation due to sickness, compromised health issues, or
another good moral reason,
be assured that you are in our
prayers, and know that we
need your prayer. I urge you
to keep holy the Lord’s Day.
Participate in a live-streamed
Mass, spend time in prayer,
read the Sacred Scriptures,
meditate on the Lord’s suffering, death, and resurrection,
or practice the spiritual or
corporal works of mercy.
God is with us. This time is
an opportunity to grow in our
relationship with the Lord, to
deepen our hunger and appreciation of the Eucharist, and
to bring his mercy to others.
As we walk this paschal journey, let us pray for one an-

FOR

S UNDAY M ASS

other, especially the sick,
the deceased, anyone adversely affected by the pandemic, healthcare workers,
and researchers developing a
vaccine. Be assured or my
prayers for you, and please
pray for me.
Given in Cheyenne on November 13, 2020, the memorial of St. Frances Xavier
Cabrini.
Most Reverend Steven R.
Biegler
Bishop of Cheyenne
Jean M. Chrostoski
Chancellor

P RAYER TO O UR L ADY OF G UADALUPE IN A TIME OF P ANDEMIC
Holy Virgin of Guadalupe,
Queen of the Angels and
Mother of the Americas.
We fly to you today as
your beloved children. We
ask you to intercede for us
with your Son, as you did
at the wedding in Cana.
Pray for us, loving Mother,
and gain for our nation and
world, and for all our families and loved ones, the
protection of your holy
angels, that we may be
spared the worst of this

illness. For those already
afflicted, we ask you to
obtain the grace of healing
and deliverance. Hear the
cries of those who are vulnerable and fearful, wipe
away their tears and help
them to trust. In this time
of trial and testing, teach
all of us in the Church to
love one another and to be
patient and kind. Help us
to bring the peace of Jesus
to our land and to our
hearts. We come to you

with confidence, knowing
that you truly are our compassionate mother, health
of the sick and cause of our
joy. Shelter us under the
mantle of your protection,
keep us in the embrace of
your arms, help us always
to know the love of your
Son, Jesus.
Amen
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V ISION 2030: T HE D IOCESE
During the September 2020
Diocesan Institute for clergy,
religious and lay leaders of
our diocese the new diocesan
pastoral plan, Vision 2030
was introduced.
This 10-year plan is a comprehensive plan addressing
diocesan structures and ministries, Catholic Charities of
Wyoming, St. Joseph’s Children’s Home, Wyoming
Catholic Ministries Foundation, Hispanic Ministry and
Catholic Schools.
The Pastoral Plan, Vision
2030, is the result of extensive consultation, prayer and
reflection under the guidance

OF
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of Partner’s Edge out of Minnesota.
The plan sets forth some aggressive goals for our diocese,
and will help to unify the
Church throughout the state,
provide valuable directioin to
parishes, and help the church
to continue to grow and
flourish in her call to proclaim the Gospel. The plan
also lays out the direction that
will help the Church in the
state heal and recover from
the COVID-19 pandemic, the
abuse scandals and changes in
attitudes and approaches to
faith and religion.
Currently we are introducing
the Vision 2030 plan to the

parish and finance councils of
St. Matthew’s and our mission parishes. We will then
be undertaking a process of
planning for our parish communities that will help us to
set local plans and approaches
to help align our ministries
and approaches with teh diocesan plan. Our plan will be a
3-year plan that will be reviewed and adjusted annually.
Continue to pray for our parish communities, our Diocese
and the pastoral planning process as we work through the
grace of God to chart the future of our parish communities.

P RAYER FOR V ISION 2030 P ASTORAL P LANNING
Loving Father, we praise
you for sending your Son as
the Good Shepherd who
laid down his life for the
sheep. By the Light of your
Holy Spirit, guide our pastoral planning. Open our
minds to your vision and
mission. Refresh us with
the spirit of wisdom, understanding, right judge-

ment, courage, knowledge,
reverence, and fear of the
Lord. May the fire of your
Spirit enflame the hearts of
the disciples in the Diocese
of Cheyenne. Help us to be
shepherds after the heart of
Jesus, who came to seek
out and save the lost. May
your Spirit impel us to

make disciples of all nations. As we recall how the
Risen Lord commissioned
Peter to “tend my sheep”,
may we be mindful of the
least brothers and sisters of
Jesus; the hungry and
homeless, the sick and sinners, prisoners, and immigrants. Show us how to be

a field hospital for those on
the margins, like your Son
who was sent “to bring glad
tidings to the poor, to proclaim liberty to captives,
and recovery of sight to the
blind, to let the oppressed
go free.” (Luke 4:18) We
ask this through Christ our
Lord. Amen.
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V ISION 2030: B ISHOP S TEVEN B IEGLER

Dear brothers and sisters in
Christ,
Our journey in 2020 is wonderfully complicated. As ordained, religious, and laity,
the pandemic has impacted us
in deeply personal ways, both
individually and collectively
in our parishes, schools, and
communities. We have feelings of uncertainty, anxiety,
or irritability to which we
respond with the virtues of
faith, forgiveness, and perseverance. We confront the
temptations of grumbling,
selfishness, or despair, with
the grace of selfless charity
and certain hope. These virtues prevail when we recall
that God is behind us, before
us, beside us, and dwelling in
us with His steadfast love,
calming peace, and promise
of new life. In these trying
times, Pope Francis’ reflections are inspiring: “Jesus
expects us to stop looking for
those personal or communal
niches which shelter us from
the maelstrom of human misfortune, and instead to enter
into the reality of other people’s lives and to know the
power of tenderness. When-

ever we do so, our lives become wonderfully complicated” (Amoris Laetitia, 308). I
am deeply aware of your
health concerns, financial
worries, and fatigue. Even
more, I am encouraged by
your faith, prayer, generosity, and patient love. It is good
to walk with you on this
wonderfully complicated
journey.
Another distressing reality is
the dual crisis of sexual abuse
and the leadership failure
surrounding it. This has been
a source of scandal, discouragement, anger, and division
in the Church. However, this
painful time has opened a
new vista according to God’s
providence. We have a
heightened knowledge of the
scourge of sexual abuse in
families, schools, churches,
and virtually every corner of
society. In our pastoral planning, we must not ignore
these wounds but
acknowledge them. We will
encourage victims/survivors
to speak out and expose the
hidden plague of abuse to the
Light. The Diocese will continue to foster an atmosphere
of protection, transparency,
healing, and restorative justice.
Our unity in Christ is essential, not only to overcome the
present trials, but also to
thrive in our mission. St.
John Paul II wrote: Communion and mission are profoundly connected with each

other; … Communion represents both the source and the
fruit of mission: communion
gives rise to mission, and mission is accomplished in commuion” (Christifideles Laici,
32). Our mission will not
succeed unless we are One
Body in Christ. While recognizing the variety of spiritual
gifts among us, please pray
for “Communion for Mission”
among the laity, religious,
and clergy.
The Vision 2030 Pastoral Plan
encompasses all that we are
experiencing today, while
prayerfully discerning our
mission for tomorrow. Instead of deciding by ourselves
and relying on our narrow
insight, we seek to discern the
will of God and trust in the
Lord’s providence. This Plan
will flex as needed yet remain
focused on our baptismal
identity. We were baptized
into the Paschal Mystery of
Jesus’ death and resurrection.
It defines our journey. His
dying and rising are at work
in every moment of our lives.
St. Paul eloquently described
this Paschal Journey in 2 Cor.
4:7-10: “We hold this treasure in earthen vessels, that
the surpassing power may be
of God and not from us. We
are afflicted in every way, but
not constrained; perplexed,
but not driven to despair;
persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not
destroyed; always carrying
about in the body the dying of
Jesus, so that the life of Jesus

may also be manifested in
our body.” He speaks with
the wisdom and resilience of
a pilgrim on the Paschal
Journey. The suffering and
death of Jesus is the greatest
event of salvation; likewise,
our current trials form a
crucible bearing new life. At
times like this, “power is
made perfect in weakness” (2 Cor. 12:9).
Finally, every baptized
Christian is co-responsible
for the mission of Christ;
therefore, Vision 2030 involves pastoral conversion.
This means intensifying the
culture of adult faith formation and lay leadership
where laity are empowered
to be protagonists of evangelization, and the parish is a
“mission center” with an
outward thrust, a “field hospital” emanating charity and
healing in society at-large.
Envision with me a flourishing Church with the mercy
of God at the center of all
that we do. The Church
exists “to announce the mercy of God, the beating heart
of the Gospel, which must
penetrate the heart and
mind of every person.” (Misericordiae Vultus, 12). I ask for your continued prayers as we seek to
be One Body in Christ, missionary disciples on a Paschal Journey.
Your brother in Christ,
Bishop Steven Biegler
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Culture, Identity
and Relationships

Ministry and
Resources
















Stronger diocesan unity and identity.
Clergy culture of collegiality, collaboration,
and inclusion.
Attitude of welcome,
accompaniment, understanding, solidarity,
and integration for all.
Family friendly environment in parishes,
schools & ministries.
Disciples alive in Christ
who evangelize.
Parish stewardship culture (care of creation,
prayer, service, vocation, treasure).
Study and application
of Laudato Si: On Care
for our Common
Home

Liturgies: a prayerful,
uplifting and Spiritfilled experience attractive to and engaging across generations.
 Faith Formation; a new
way for all ages and
stages.
 Adult Faith Formation • Development
of professional lay ministers.
 Robust and resourced
Hispanic Ministry with
outreach to disengaged
Hispanics, those on the
margins of society, and
new immigrants.

Structures, Practices and Linkages
 Pastorate Pastoral
Multicultural outreach
Planning and developto college-aged stument for all ages
dents, young adults,
(birth to death).
and new residents.
 Inter-parish coordina Accompany pretion of ministries and
engaged, engaged, civresources for efficienilly married, and newly
cy and efficacy.
married couples to
 Parish ministries for
promote the Vocation
all the faithful with
of Marriage and the
special focus on
dignity of the family.
Boomers, Millennials,
 Vocations to Holy Orand Gen Z.
ders and religious life  Clear process and
as a parish ministry and
resources for the supcommitment
port and enculturation of mission
priests.
 Revision of pastorates
and re-configuration
of parishes and missions based on assessment of ordained resources.
 Joint formation of
Finance Councils,
Pastoral Councils,
Board of Directors,
etc.
 Establish best practices for data management in each parish.
 Joint board formation
of independent entities: WCMF, St. Joseph’s Children’s
Home, Catholic
Charities, Catholic
Schools, etc.
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V ISION 2030 P ASTORAL P LAN G OALS
Deepening commit- Hospitality, EvangeMaking Disciples
Ongoing Formation: Bible, ment to the Mission lization
prayer, morals, social justice, Laudato Si





50% of newly Confirmed/High School.
students





20% of young adults





25% of other adults

2 priests ordained annually



Celebrating the Paschal Mystery: +30%


37% active participation at Sunday Mass



Increased access to
Reconciliation, Healing, and Mercy Nights

Serving in Ministries:


+33% (liturgical, justice & solidarity, faith
formation, etc.



5+ men entering the
seminary annually



2-5% of registered
Households



5-10% of Millennial
Households



7-10 deacons ordained
in 8 years

5-10% of Hispanic and
persons of color
Households



Seek two Religious
Communities for service in the Diocese of
Cheyenne

5-10% of Catholic
School enrollment

Public Communication

2-3 men and women
entering formation for
religious life annually



2-5% increase in contributions annually



Increase social media
communication



Parishes/School expenses at 95% of income



7:1+ ratio of positive
media coverage

C HECK IT OUT — F ORMED . ORG
St. Matthew’s offers to all our FORMED provides a trusted
parishioners the gift of
and engaging entertainment
Formed.org.
alternative in support of a
Catholic lifestyle. The Bible
FORMED provides the very
studies, sacramental prep
best Catholic content from
more than 60 organizations to materials, documentaries,
books and audio talks from
help parishes, families and
individuals explore their faith leading Catholic experts will
help you grow in understandanywhere. Supporting thouing your faith.
sands of movies, children’s
programs, ebooks, audio,
There is no charge for
parish programs and studies
FORMED. To check out the
direct to your browser, moexcellent content on the
bile or connected device.
FORMED platform, go to

(annual growth)

Formed.org and click on
“Sign up”. Then click on
“sign up as a parishioner:”
You will the search for St.
Matthew’s in Gillette with
our zip code, 82716, and
complete the sign-up.
You can also sign up to receive FORMED Daily emails.
Each day you receive an email
with a video link of Dr. Tim
Gray explaining the Mass
scriptures or a liturgical feast
day.
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S T . M ATTHEW ’ S C ATHOLIC
C OMMUNITY
1000 Butler Spaeth Rd.
Gillette, WY 82716
307.682.3319
stmatthewswy.weconnect.com

C HECK

IT

O UT — M Y P ARISH A PP

At St. Matthew's we are pursuing new opportunities to
foster a stronger parish life
and better engage the New
Evangelization. As a part of
these efforts we are excited
that St. Matthew's has it's
own app for Apple and Android phones.
Our app will allow us to
send you useful and important messages throughout
the week regarding our parish life and events, and allow
you to reply to messages or
RSVP for events.
There will be no need for
parishioners with smart
phones to remember to si-

lence their phones before
Mass. The app will send you
a reminder to silence your
phone 20 minutes before the
Mass you select. Many more
great features will be a help
to all of us, such as, daily
Mass readings, Catholic
news, prayers and prayer
reminders, quick access to
online tithing, Confession
reminders, and our weekly
bulletin.
So, be sure to download the
app by visiting myparishapp.com or searching for
myparish on your phone's
app store, and stay connected with us all week long.

Return Service Requested

C HRISTMAS G IVING T REE
As the 2020 Christmas Season
is drawing near, the Holiday
Outreach Team is asking for
your referrals of people or
families, who are in need of
assistance to buy food or gifts
for their loved ones, from our
Giving Tree Program.
Referrals will only be accepted from Parish Members or
Community Agencies (eg:
CC Schools, Senior Citizen
Center, Salvation Army...)
No self-referrals or walk-ins
will be taken.
To make a referral, please
call 682-3319. All names will
be kept confidential. Referral
deadline is Monday, Dec. 21
at 12 p.m.
We are also in need of donations of gift cards to help fill

these needs. Due to the pandemic there will not be a
Giving Tree in the Parish Hall
this year.
We are asking for your donations of $10 or $25 cards
from Walmart, Marshalls,
Smith’s or Albertsons. Gift
cards are available for purchase online, at the Parish or
JPII office, or directly from
the stores.
Please drop your gift cards in
the collection basket or bring
them to the Parish Office on
or before Noon on Monday,
Dec. 21.
THANK YOU for your support.

Many Blessings to you and
your family!

