
Dear   St.   Matthew’s   Youth,   Parents   &   Parishioners,     
  

What   a   remarkable   honor   it   has   been   to   serve   as   your   Director   of   Youth   Ministry   for   the   past   four   
years   (and   in   my   volunteer   role   for   five   years   before   that!)   This   was   not   a   job   I   planned   for,   and   I   
was   hesitant   to   accept   the   direction   that   God   was   pushing   me   toward.   But   that   is   the   
beauty...God’s   plans   are    always    better   than   ours.   God   has   yet   again   laid   before   me   an   
unexpected   change   in   course,   and   it   is   time   to   obediently   accept   his   invitation   with   trust.     
  

I   have   accepted   a   position   with   the   Diocese   of   Cheyenne   that   focuses   on   supporting   youth   
ministry   and   vocations.   Please   know   that   through   my   prayer   and   discernment,   the   answer   from   
our   Lord   was   clear.   There   was   absolute   clarity   with   this   decision,   but   it   was   not   an   easy   or   
comfortable   one   to   make.   St.   Matthew’s   will    always    be   my   family   and   my   home,   and   words   can   
not   express   how   much   I   have   loved   the   honor   of   leading   our   youth   ministry   team.   Thank   you   
(especially   Fr.   Cliff,   our   staff,   my   volunteers,   parents,   and   youth)   for   trusting   me   with   so   much.   I   
hand   it   back   to   you   and   to   God   stronger   than   I   received   it,   and   I   know   the   next   leader   that   
comes   forward   will   only   add   to   the   strength.     
  

A   few   notes   on   what   this   transition   means:   First,   I   am   not   leaving   Gillette!   I   have   been   granted   
the   opportunity   to   work   remotely   with   some   travel   around   the   state.   This   means   I   will   still   be   able   
to   volunteer   on   Wednesday   nights   and   to   be   present   to   continue   relationships.   (Also,   Tim   is   still   
planning   to   lead   Confirmation!)   Secondly,   this   new   position   is   meant   to   strengthen   youth   and   
vocations   as   a   whole   in   our   Diocese.   This   means   there   will   be   more   opportunities   for   retreats   
and   spiritual   growth   of   our   youth   and   young   adults.   More   importantly,   in   areas   around   our   state   
that   don’t   have   a   paid   youth   minister   or   are   struggling   with   resources   and   burnout   will   get   
much-needed   support   so   that   all   youth   across   the   state   can   have   a   thriving   program   with   
nourished   leaders,   as   we   do   here.   I   have   a   great   sense   that   I   have   done   what   I   was   placed   to   
do...our   teens   have   an   army   of   youth   ministers   supporting   them,   and   they   know   who   God   is.   
Good   youth   ministry   should   always   point   to   Christ   and   not   be   dependent   on   one   leader.   I   am   
confident   our   youth   groups   will   not   lose   momentum   and   will   continue   to   gain   strength,   and   I   will   
be   here   to   support   the   transition   and   walk   with   the   new   leader.     
  

Most   importantly,   to   all   of   my   “youth   babies,”   I   love   you   all   so   much.   Please   know   that   my   love   
and   care   for   you   will   not   stop   with   this   change.   You   have   all   changed   my   life   for   the   better,   and   
you   have   all   helped   me   to   grow   into   a   holier,   more   loving,   more   patient   version   of   myself.   Thank   
you   for   the   privilege   of   witnessing   your   lives.   It   is   only   because   of   my   time   in   youth   ministry   at   
St.   Matthew’s   that   I   am   qualified   for   such   an   important   undertaking,   and   it   is   only   because   of   the   
inspiration,   love,   and   support   I   have   received   from   our   youth,   volunteers,   and   parish   that   I   am   
emotionally   ready   to   move   on   to   this   next   step.     
  

With   love   and   joy,     
Theresa   J.   Meuer   (and   Tim!)     


