
THANK YOU TO OUR YOUNG 
FISH FRY VOLUNTEERS! 

          FAITH NELSON & ALAYNA HILL: Resurrection 7th graders Faith Nelson 

and Alayna Hill are no strangers to giving back. The young women have helped 

their school organize the War on Hunger Food Drive and participated in the Operation Christmas Child 

shoebox ministry through American Heritage Girls. 

     Recently, they decided to give back in a new way. This week we spotlight Faith and Alayna for 

joining other parish youth in stepping up to help during a very busy fish fry! Alayna said her mom was 

working at the fish fry, so she asked if she could help as well. Otherwise she would have done nothing 

at home, and it’s always better to do something good, she said. Faith has been trying to find ways to 

help her community more, so when her mom asked her if she wanted to help out at the fish fry, her 

answer was a definite yes. 

     During the fish fry, Faith and Alayna helped plate the food and box up the meals. 

     “We filled in wherever we were needed,” Alayna said. 

     Faith described the experience as extremely fast paced. She admitted to being a bit overwhelmed 

at first as the line was long and things were moving fast. Faith laughed, though, in describing the 

experience because by the end, as the crowd died down, people had to tell her to slow down.  

     The whole experience was enjoyable and interesting, she said. She and Alayna enjoyed interacting 

with other parish families. 

     “We joked and talked with everyone while we plated meals,” Alayna said.  

     Faith added: “It was pretty fun. If they need help next year, I’ll definitely volunteer.” 

     For both girls, working at the fish fry was an easy decision. 

     “You feel so much better after you help,” Faith said. “You’re giving back to the parish community 

after the community has done so much for you.” 

     Alayna feels it is important for all parishioners to find ways to give back because it takes many 

people to help a parish grow and thrive. 

     “Everyone in the parish should help out and play a part,” Alayna said. “We all live in this 

community together.” 

     Thank you to Faith and Alayna for stepping up to help when we needed the extra volunteers. We 

appreciate engaged youth like you who help set a wonderful example for all of us to follow! 

      AIDEN O’BRIAN & COOPER AND CARTER SEIB: Resurrection youth Cooper and Carter Seib 

and Aiden O’Brian entered Lent with servants’ hearts as they gave up their Friday evening to help with 

the parish fish fry.  

     Resurrection’s Director of Development, Deb Mitchell, who oversees the fish fry, spoke of the 

amazing impact these young men had throughout the evening as well as the positive attitude they 

brought with them. 

     “The Resurrection Fish Fry is always a very busy event,” Deb said. “Our volunteers are sometimes 

providing a meal to customers every 10 seconds. Cooper and Carter ran the meals to folks working in 

the drive-thru. The two of them never stopped or slowed down the entire time. Their willingness to 

work at this very busy pace was a blessing. Cooper and Carter are always so pleasant and have a 

wonderful attitude. Aiden worked outside handing meals to customers in the drive-thru. He treated all 

of our customers with kindness and respect. Even though he’s in high school, Aiden gave up his Friday 

night to help his mother. All three of these young men helped Resurrection when we needed the extra 

volunteers. These young men are worth their weight in gold. I appreciate their help!” 

     Cooper and Carter, 7th graders at Resurrection, said they were “in charge of transport” at the fish 
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fry. Their job was to load dinners on carts and take them outside. Aiden, a Resurrection graduate and 

Mater Dei sophomore, who volunteered to take his mom’s place at the fish fry when she hurt her knee, 

helped run the drive-thru. 

     All three young men pointed out that they had very little downtime during their shifts. 

     “We were running everywhere,” Cooper noted.  

     Aiden added: “It was really busy, but I enjoyed it. I met one of my friend’s godparents while I was 

working.” 

     Carter and Cooper said they loved being able to meet new parishioners and make new friends. But 

all three young men agreed that the best part was being able to give back a little.  

     “We like helping people,” Carter said. “It makes you feel happy and feel good.” 

      Aiden said it’s good to serve others. That’s a lesson he learned both at home and in school. 

     “I learned the importance of volunteering when I was at Resurrection, and that’s something that is 

instilled in us at Mater Dei, too,” Aiden said. 

     Resurrection is incredibly grateful for young people like Cooper, Carter, and Aiden who so willingly 

give of themselves to help our parish. The future of Resurrection is bright with youth like you! 
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